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Vulcan Golf Donation 2011 Update

We would like to thank the Hansberger 
family for their generous donation of the 
remaining Vulcan golf club components. 
The large inventory created many new 
challenges, what might be called a “good 
problem.” The challenge was met through 
operational and community volunteer 
support. The first challenge was where to 
store it and then building the necessary 
infrastructure of club racks and shelving, 
and finally to properly sort and store the 
pieces. Some of the racks were built by the 
Maryville staff. The expensive industrial 
shelving came as a well-needed and timely 
donation from a friend of Mike Rourke, 
Peter Sonneborn, president of Liberty 
Machinery Corp. 

April rolled in and two groups answered 
to a national volunteer week campaign: 
Carrie Williams and the Illinois Junior 
Golf Association and Holly Alcala from 
the Kids Golf Foundation. They organized 
and brought together their junior golfers 
and parents to staff the volunteer events, 
Golfapalooza I and II, representing 110 
volunteers and an outstanding 480 hours 
of work.  The old saying of “many hands 
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make little work” could have never been 
proven so true! Many, many thanks.  

Once the inventory made it out of piles, 
we needed state-of-the-art training 
on how to professionally put the clubs 
together. That came from professional 
club-making from members of our 
advisory board--Founder of former EJL, 
now Club Champion, Everett J. 
Lockenvitz, and Principal, Nick 
Sherburne. With their experience and 
guidance we trained and made 130 
Vulcan snipers, rescue clubs, to be used as 
Tee gifts for the Gleason Cup Invitational
supporters. Jack Flynn, Maryville Golf 
Club treasurer, helped gain financial 
support from the players and raised 
$6,000 to purchase the needed club-
making equipment to build out the 
Vulcan inventory. In part, the inventory 
has been used to supply the Chicagoland 
junior golf foundations that have led 
children and young adults to play the 
game. These organizations could then 
use the Vulcan clubs as incentives to 
reward the dedicated students who have 
earned the reputation as accomplished, 
dedicated “players.” In other words, the 
clubs go to the participants who have 
demonstrated the necessary heart and 
soul of commitment, of learning and 
playing the game at an advanced level. 
The targeted foundations have utilized 
and supported the work of the Maryville 
Golf Academy Club Repair Shoppe 
program in the past. These partner 
programs that have received refurbished 
clubs since 1997 will be able to 
supply their participants with the 
modern equipment.

(continued on page 2)

S I N C E
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Vulcan Golf Donation 2011 Update (continued)

The partner programs include: Maryville Academy (Des Plaines and Bartlett 
campuses); Rich Harvest Farms- Kids Golf Foundation; CDGA- Sunshine 
through Golf Foundation; Special Olympics; DMSF Caddies and Evans 
Scholars; Chicago High School and Elementary Public Schools; 
Rehabilitation Institute of Chicago; and George Bell Golf First Opportunity 
Fund. With this abundance of club inventory, we would love nothing more 
than to supply you, a supporter of our progams, with a custom set of clubs.

We are glad to report the IJGA are back in 2011 for another Golfapalooza. 

FAR AND SURE CHICAGOLAND GOLFERS!

 

The USGA and PGA Chicago Pilot-Spring 2010

Michael Miller, Executive Director 
of the Illinois Section PGA, asked 
Maryville Golf Academy to design and 
facilitate an after-school golf lesson 
pilot program for urban youth in 
Chicago.  The name of the program is 
the USGA-PGA “All-Stars & Stripes.”  
The mission was to design a model 
that would reach out and plant seeds 
for developing life-long players in 
elementary schools in the Chicago  
area.  In the Spring of 2010 we 
launched three of the five planned 
sites- (North, South, and West). PGA 
Professionals -- George Wrede and 
Juan Espejo -- took on the South  Side
at South Shore; Mike Harrigan and

Mike Harrigan Jr., took on the North 
Side; and Travis Johns and Eric Pick 
taught the West Side. Community 
organizational support then came 
into the mix with Hurman Matthus 
and Tyrell Andrews assisting on the 
South Shore; Deano Jeffries helped 
at Robert Black Golf Club (North 
Side) and Joe Maddux met the 
challenge at Columbus Park (West).

By design the programs took place 
at neighborhood golf facilities that 
were close to the schools and homes
where the children and families lived. 
In addition, the lessons were led by

experienced seasoned veterans -- PGA 
Professionals. The classes were based 
on learning golf fundamentals, then 
applying them while playing together 
for fun and competition on the golf 
course.

Present Programming Shines On

Good chases good!

Chicago is known as the city of broad 
shoulders. It is a daily inspiration to 
be a part of a network of social causes 
that uses golf to advance the spirit of 
youth and young adults.  We provide 
them with equipment, golf and caddie 
lessons, while creating opportunities to 
get them on the golf course to play the 
game together.

It is for all of them that we create the 
work and more importantly– a
positive job and recreational 
experience. In the larger picture, our 
efforts support Maryville’s visions of 
childcare, residential, hospital and 
family services. Each division works 
to teach children valuable life lessons 
that nurture growth of values that help 
reduce harmful actions that only cause 
hurt, division and despair. 

Although playing golf is the goal and 
key ingredient, our program also 
guides the students toward a 
wholesome and healthy lifestyle.  Our 
training emphasis highlights the daily 
practice of fitness and nutrition.  All 
of this work is made possible through 
the help of our Maryville supporters 
and the youth as employees, assistants 
and club makers.  In reality they are 
the ones ultimately responsible for the 
driving force behind our mission.
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Maryville Eisenberg Campus

Maryville - St. George and St. Martin de Porres

Another year and a heartfelt thanks 
goes out again to PGA professionals 
Bob Gavelek and Phil Wenz and staff  
for their continued support through 
access to their Bartlett Hills Golf 
Course facility—officially our 
outdoor home of the Maryville 
Eisenberg Eagles Fit “Fore” Golf  
team. 

The golf program at Eisenberg is 
extra special because of the children 
it serves: girls with developmental 
disabilities and parenting teens. The 
athletes in the golf program came to 
the weekly summer class and have 
enjoyed play and practice sessions, 
virtually across the street from the 
Bartlett campus. 

This winter we have tried a new 
approach.

Thanks to the leadership of Ms. 
Elizabeth Pitts, the girls and Casa 
Salama’s staff travel weekly to the 
Des Plaines campus golf center, where 
these young ladies can learn golf skills 
in our wonderful facility.

This allows for an off-campus 
activity that they have to prepare 
for and helps deinstitutionalize their 
routines. In addition, thanks go out to 
Maryville staffers Evelyn Smith, Rocco 
Cimmarusti, Susan Miller, Nicole 
Davlin and Denise Wallace who have 
started the ball rolling, so to speak. 
The Bill Cullerton Ball Farm project 
of recycling and selling golf balls is 
moving to the Eisenberg campus. We 
envision a project that will teach the 
girls the mechanics of getting and 
maintaining a job, much like Junior 
Achievement . These life skills will 
help serve them for the rest of their 
lives.  

As you may all already know, 
Maryville Des Plaines is home to youth 
in a new specialized residential 
program. The children from the 
Madden homes who formally lived 
in the city have moved here. This 
program, the St. George Homes--St 
George 100, 200 and 250--serve older 
adolescent boys, allowing them to 
continue their education, pursue 
vocational opportunities and prepare 
them for independent living programs. 
It is apparent that, today, more than 
ever, children need the benefits of 
social and physical interaction that 
playing games together can provide. 
What has grown out of the use of the 
iPod, computers,  cell phones and the 
like is children who can become 
robotic, insulated, and self-centered. 
Another truth is that the children in 
the program need one-on-one 
attention. Mary Kieger, Maryville’s 
volunteer coordinator, helped to 
supply more golfing volunteers and
mentors for the junior golfing 
activities.

During the year we run a Monday 
night practice followed by a Thursday 
night travel squad game that includes 
the PGA All-Stars Diversity Dinner
Program. During the Monday night

session, the students are introduced to 
a new golf skill,. They practice then 
play a game to test the newly learned 
skill. In addition, based on their 
behavior, the best students earn a 
ticket for the Thursday night travel 
squad. This Maryville team travels 
to Bensenville and are hosted there 
by Mike Munro at the White Pines 
Bensenville dome, our official indoor 
home of the Maryville Eagles Golf 
Team, for a night of team practice and 
then dinner at a restaurant.

Maryville has also accepted young men 
into a newly formed program named 
St. Martin de Porres. We have started 
to lay the groundwork of building the 
trust and respect that strengthens the 
core of the relationships needed to 
potentially enter into the spring and 
summer job opportunities as caddies 
and club makers.

The Maryville Golf Academy has 
offered a center where the youth help 
maintain the facility for everyone to 
use. As the greens-keeping training 
went forward with new students from 
the St. Martin program, we introduced 
other more intellectually disabled 
youth to assist, and together we moved 
each other’s perspective of the world 
through working together.

DMSF boys showing off their new Tour Edge
putters.

CPS students taking lessons at South Shore
Golf Club.

Spring training for the rookie DMSF caddies.

South Shore friends of the game.
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Daniel Murphy Scholarship Fund

Chicago Public Schools

A special thanks goes out to Courtney 
Miller and Winnetka Golf Club for 
providing yet another year of golf 
course access and range practice to 
DMSF scholars. In addition, Ed 
Stevenson and Oak Meadows and Mike 
Munro and White Pines Golf Dome 
collaborated in an effort that gained 
the DMSF (Daniel Murphy Scholarship 
Fund) Girls caddie program access 
and practice to the DuPage County 
facilities, Green Meadows and Oak 
Meadows this year. Thank you!
 
This year’s plan is to ignite the spirit 
of playing the game and to play it 
better.  Our first focus will be to 
custom fit each caddie with better 
equipment. Secondly, we will strive to 
professionally instruct the classes, and

to gain access for them to practice and 
play in their free time. If the caddies 
golf, they will understand the game 
more and ultimately become a 
better caddy. AimPoint technology 
clinic will be a highlighted lesson in 
reading greens, demonstrated by PGA 
Professional George Wrede from 
Harborside International. 

We also plan to custom-fit the 
equipment for the caddies. Thanks to 
Tim and Lynn O’Neal, the caddies will 
also be dressed in North Shore attire.
 
The training consists of 10 weeks and 
close to 50 hours of instruction, plus a 
caddy tournament in the fall. Thank 
you Andy David and the entire staff of 
DMSF for a treasured partnership.

As the budgets and personnel of the 
sports administration program 
diminished, so did the depth of the 
golf after-school program. 

As a result, Maryville Golf Academy 
programmed a series of PGA golf 
lessons into the Chicago Park District’s 
golf courses through Billy Casper golf 
management and the Illinois PGA.

It was best accepted through two 
programs leadership. One from the 
South Shore Junior Golf Association 
and the second through West Park 
Academy. 

The vested interest of the South Shore 
Junior Golf Association was that the 
leadership both personally had their 
own children in the program. In 
addition, at West Park we had a 
dedicated teacher in Joe Maddux who 
is an avid golfer himself. 

The chemistry of adding PGA 
professionals to lead their programs 
added to the excitement  for the 
children. And after, when the 
children came together, their synergy
was enough to promote and instill a

game for life.

There is a story that I would like to 
also share regarding supplying a high 
school golf coach with clubs for his 
newly formed team. This coach played 
in the Gleason Cup Invitational and 
from that sourced the clubs through 
us. The school has a 40 percent drop-
out rate and has a high percentage of 
students who are homeless. Yet against 
the odds, John Byrne bought the team 
sets of clubs from Maryville Golf 
Academy. 

According to John, the members of the 
co-ed team were extremely 
grateful and excited to move their 
game forward.
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Salute Military Golf Academy Project

Jim Estes, Founder of Salute Military Golf 
Academy with Juan Espejo, Maryville Golf 
Academy Director.

PGA Professional Jim Estes, formally 
from Evanston Golf Club, has founded 
the Salute Military Golf Academy 
(SMGA) close to Washington. Jim is 
serving a very special population of 
young golfers–-soldiers returning 
injured from Afghanistan or Iraq. I 
met up with Jim at the PGA teaching 
and coaching summit in Orlando this 
January. Jim made a presentation to 
more than 500 teachers from around 
the world and, along with Ken Green 
from the Champions Tour, gave a 
moving presentation in coaching the 
disabled golfer.
 
Some of the elements presented were:

An explanation of why the soldiers 
were so interested in golf. The soldier 
who was part of the presentation had 
48 surgeries on his foot before the 
doctors decided to amputate. As a 
whole, soldiers overtrain to learn, so 
if Jim would assign them to putt 100 
balls, he might find them putting 
5,000! They also liked to work out 
and had the training on how to get 
physically fit. While there, we found 
other PGA professionals from Illinois 
coming together and sharing the 
camaraderie: Hans Larson from 
Westmoreland, Dino Lucchesi from 
Deerfield, Tony Shuman from Twin 
Orchard, and Emil Esposito, from 
Glen Club and George Wrede from 
Harborside International. Jim has 
approached us to consider taking on 
his mission work at Maryville Golf 
Academy.

It involves training 21 soldiers using 
our facilities at Maryville. 

The project would have PGA 
professionals involved teaching an

eight-week program with a 1:3 ratio. 
We would also offer caddy classes to 
any military family member who is 
at least 14 years old. We would also 
supply custom-fitted clubs to all of the 
participants and extended family to 
support those players’ game.
 
An amazing story happened there 
one day. While visiting our friends at 
Wilson Sporting Goods, I shared how 
moved I was by the SMGA 
presentation with Kevin Dorrington, 
regional sales manager. He said that I 
should wait a few minutes because he 
had a very special vet coming in to 
discuss clubs, a Michael Campbell 
(please go to givehopethroughgolf.com).

The story that unfolded was a rich 
one. Michael had suffered an injury 
that left a piece of metal stuck in his 
brain, which has cost him memory 
loss. He has played golf for five years 
and is a 0 handicap trending to a +2. 
A remarkable story. The PGA has 
allowed him to have a service dog with 
him while he plays. Loudmouth is his
apparel sponsor and Butch Harmon 
says that Michael has what it takes to 
make it, David Feherty wrote on it: 
(Feherty, D.201. January,01. Forget 
me not. Golf Magazine, p.128). 

While there we secured clubs for him 
to give a clinic at Celebration Golf 
Course. 

He plans to come to Maryville and is 
considered to be the first soldier of the 
21 soldiers we expect to help. 

How wonderful would it be to see a 
U.S. soldier, a PGA professional, a 
Maryville youth and a sponsor for the 
group playing golf together?

“Without generosity like yours, our children would not have their 
needs met for so many things that other children and families take 
for granted.  Thank you for your dedication.  Let us help one another 
continue in this spirit.”     
  - Sister Catherine Ryan
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CDGA - Sunshine Through Golf Foundation
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S I N C E

Thanks to CDGA Foundation and 
Brittany Ottolini and Alex Nolly for 
their annual commitment to allow us 
to teach the athletes in the Marquette 
Elite golf program at Marquette Park 
Golf Club.  The golfers enjoyed an 
extended series of lessons that 
provided them with weekly course 
access to hone their skills for the 
Special Olympics tournament. It paid  
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please contact Juan Espejo
at 847-294-1834 or

espejoj@maryvilleacademy.org.

“Kids helping kids 
get a grip on golf.”
 

off with six gold medals and one silver 
and a whole lot of fun. Congratulations 
to Sean Hurley, who won a National 
Special Olympics medal in Nebraska.
 
Another highlight of the year was the 
trip to downstate Decatur to witness 
the state competition—what a great 
time.


