
Announcements

Private Golf Lessons
By Appointment Only

July 23
Maryville Gleason Cup 

Invitational

September
Marrero Memorial 
Golf Tournament

Ryder Cup Year at Medinah

Maryville Golf Academy
1150 North River Road
Des Plaines, IL 60016
Phone: 847-294-1834
Cell: 312-330-5826
Fax: 847-294-1713

What’s Golf Got to Do With It?

Here’s the truth about residential treatment 
and the Maryville Golf Program – and how it 
impacts on just one young man whom we’ll 
call Jack.

About Jack

Jack came to Maryville’s St. Martin Program 
from a single parent home where he was 
physically and emotionally abused. Jack has 
constant reminders about that abuse: scars 
on his arms from beatings and demons in his 
head that are always with him.

Jack was a runner. He ran away from his 
family home and a number of placements 
prior to coming to Maryville. Jack was trying 
get away from it all and kept running into 
what he was trying to avoid. Anger grew, 
frustration grew. He couldn’t escape all the 
‘stuff’ that caused him to act the way he did.

St. Martin Program

Maryville’s St. Martin de Porres Program is 
designed for boys with behavioral issues – 
behavior way beyond that which is normal 

for a teenager. Like Jack many are runners; 
many cannot control their tempers; many are 
angry; many have suffered abuse and neglect; 
many have every reason to believe that the 
world is out to ruin their lives. They over 
react. They seem not to listen. They all want 
out of where they are.

The St. Martin boys attend the Maryville Jen 
School. Many are involved in the vocational 
training INVEST program. They have 
assigned work for which they are paid. The 
idea is to learn vocational skills; appropriate 
workplace behavior; responsibility; and 
timeliness.

Back to Jack

Jack is involved in activities at the Jen School.  
He’s athletic: point guard on the basketball 
team and quarterback on the football team.  
He’s a likable and engaging kid as well as 
a straight A student. He is involved in the 
INVEST program and shows willingness to 
learn. He spent time cleaning offices in the 
administration building. He was friendly and 
polite. You could always count on a ‘Hello’ or 
‘Can I empty your trash basket?’

Next Jack moved to the Maryville Golf 
Academy – Club Repair Shoppe as a repair 
technician. This is not a broom pushing job.  
This is about learning real life work skills like 
repairing and re-gripping clubs; about taking 
old clubs and creating new sets of clubs to 
give more kids the chance to learn and to play 
golf. Where fifteen of the most sought after 
job training skills are learned, for example: 
the ability to get along with people, confidence 
and social poise, technical job skills,
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Jack working on re-gripping a golf club as part 
of the Golf Program.



“He’s a reliable kid and 
he’s well-liked. He has 
learned to cope with 
others even if he thinks 
they are wrong.”

empowerment, the ability to listen, analyze 
facts and make decisions to name a few. 

Jack is trained by PGA Professionals, Juan 
Espejo, Jiro Nakazaki and Emil Esposito and 
a para-professional during an after school 
job for 5 days a week for 8 weeks. Jack is a 
part of the team with the immediate task of 
producing 300 - 5 club (1,500 clubs) 
beginner sets. 

Job and life skills training is not always 
smooth sailing. For example, Jack showed a 
strong interest in getting a job off-campus. He 
was told that he was not ready to work off-
campus and his attitude went sour which led 
to being dismissed from the work site, did not 
go to school the next day and missed a second 
day of work. He met with the school principal 
Ann Craig, and the program manager Jim 
Eaglin and together they worked towards 

resolving his conflict. He returned to the club 
repair shoppe and was welcomed back much 
like the story of the prodigal son.

“Since the very beginning I can’t remember 
Jack trying to run. With his history that’s 
pretty unusual. Jack isn’t the most gregarious 
kid here, but he talks more and the really 
big thing is that he listens,” says Jim Eaglin, 
program manager of the St. Martin program.  
“He’s a reliable kid and he’s well-liked. He 
has learned to cope with others even if he 
thinks they are wrong. I guess you could say 
he is tolerant.”

According to Juan Espejo, director of the golf 
program, “Since returning from his hiatus, 
Jack shows up at the golf shop on time. He 
accepts the tasks assigned. He likes to work 
and he knows that there are rewards for a 
good job. He also knows that there can be 
consequences if he sloughs off.’’

“Don’t get us wrong,” Jim added, “Jack can 
still be frustrated. He has good grades, but he 
worries about graduating from high school.  
He’s afraid he won’t have enough credits. He 
wants that diploma and he wants the 
opportunity of a placement in a transitional 
living program. He’s too young now, but it is 
definitely a goal he has set for himself. He’s 
got a few dreams, too. He’d love to work at an 

animal shelter, even as a volunteer. He’s come 
a long way from the beatings and the abuse 
and the running. His journey has really just 
begun.”

Where you come in

When you join us with your support of the 
Maryville Golf Program you are helping Jack 
and boys like him achieve their goals and 
dreams. Your membership helps us continue 
the good work with Jack and others who are 
learning real life-skills because of and from 
the game of golf.

Jack is on his way.  Fore! 

 

   Becoming a member of the Maryville Golf Club entitles you (and/or your family) to one a (1) year    
   access to the Maryville Golf Center and John Gleason Room, which includes a state-of-the-art
   pitching and putting green and a golf simulator.

Save the Date
  
    The Maryville/IPGA Gleason
    Cup Invitational is July 23
    at Evanston Golf Club in
    Skokie. Get your foursome
    together! Exciting details to
    follow.

   Do you or your club members have high lofted soft flex  
   woods in semi or full retirement? This is a great way to
   give them a new career and put them into the hands of
   some deserving youth. Channel the clubs into the hands
   of your PGA professional shop, or one of the Maryville
   Golf Club directors, or drop them off at the Maryville   
   Thrift Store/Warehouse Monday through Friday from 
   10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Call the Maryville Golf Academy at
   847-294-1834 for details or arrangements.

Making sure the measurements are just right.


