
VOICE
of

M A R Y V I L L E
Rebuilding Lives... Rekindling Spirits... Renewing Hope...

April 2012

Maryville Guardian Medallion Award Gala
Volume 35, Issue 2

Maryville is a child care organization rooted in Catholic social teaching and dedicated to the preservation of the dignity of children at every age.

Maryville’s mission is to help children and families to reach their fullest potential by empowering intellectual, spiritual, moral and emotional growth.

Maryville Board Chairman Richard A. Devine presenting the
Guardian Medallion to Francis Cardinal George (above).
Fox News anchor, Robin Robinson graciously giving her 
time to emcee the evening (below).

Francis Cardinal George graciously accepted 
this year’s Guardian Medallion Award at our 
6th Annual Gala, held at the InterContinental 
Hotel on the Magnificent Mile in Chicago.

Maryville Board Chairman Richard A. Devine 
introduced the Cardinal by praising the work 
he has done for the children of the archdiocese. 
Devine recalled how one of his first acts of 
mercy as our new Cardinal was to reach out to 
Lenard Clark, a 13-year-old African American 
youth who was beaten unconscious by a group 
of thugs in 1997. Devine, incidentally, pros-
ecuted the thugs who attacked young Lenard.

The affair was launched with the smooth 
professionalism of our emcee, Fox News anchor 
Robin Robinson. Robin not only took the time 
to lend her expertise that night, bidding 
enthusiastically on the Cubs-Sox tickets, but 
she came out to the Center for Children twice
 

before the Gala and did a wonderful story on 
the CFC that aired on March 1 (can be seen 
on our website, maryvilleacademy.org).

Last year’s auctioneer Wayne Messmer, 
returned to the mike this year and stoked 
the crowd of 340 supporters in enthusiastic 
bidding for the baseball tickets, a week with 
the Heisman trophy (thanks to our old friend, 
Johnny Lattner, the Notre Dame star who 
won the trophy in 1953), lunch at Gibson’s 
with Bears great James “Big Cat” Williams, a 
guided tour of Halas Hall with Pat McCaskey, 
and a golf outing at Forest Creek Country 
Club in Pinehurst, N.C.

Executive Director Sister Catherine Ryan 
also called to the stage three Maryville staff 
members who have been singled out for MVP 
(Mission, Values & Philosophy) awards: 
Shawn Carson, for his outstanding work at the 
Jen School; Shante Patterson, for her exceptional 
work with the girls at the Casa Salama C 
Home; and Maryville veteran Ed Strabel, for 
more than three decades of ubiquitous service 
making sure the recreational activities of our 
children run smoothly and safely.

A special thanks to co-chairs Deborah and 
Greg Bottjer and Diane and John Gavin for 
making it a memorable night.

Judging by the smiles on all the faces as they 
slowly left the two-storied ballroom, a good 
time was had by all.

And a final thanks to all the bidders and those 
who donated items for both the silent and live 
auction. All the proceeds go to fund the operation 
and the mission of the Crisis Nursery.

Wayne Messmer and James “Big Cat” Williams having 
some fun with the crowd auctioning off a lunch at 
Gibson’s with the Bears great.
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Sr. Catherine M. Ryan, O.S.F.
Executive Director

ryanc@maryvilleacademy.org

A Message from Maryville’s 
Executive Director
Dear Friends,

Gamaliel Bailey, an anti-slavery journalist of 
the 19th century, cautioned his readers: “Never 
respect men merely for their riches, but rather 
for their philanthropy; we do not value the 
sun for its height, but for its use.” In this issue 
of the Voice, we applaud the philanthropy of  
many women and men who are improving the 
opportunities for our children.  

The story of JJ in this issue gives purpose to this 
remarkable generosity of Maryville’s friends 
and donors. A young mother at Maryville 
commutes 1 1/2 hours each school day to 

achieve her education.  She searches out a job 
near school and begins to earn to support her 
infant son.  She gives her time and love to 
raising her son.

On behalf of JJ and all our Maryville children, 
I thank you for helping our children prepare 
to be healthy and contributing members of our 
society.

Peace and all good,
Sister Catherine M. Ryan, O.S.F.
Executive Director
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In the news....

Fashion For A Cause
Fashionistas came to the House of Blues in February
to celebrate the wonderful creations of acclaimed
designer Borris Powell and support the work and 
mission of the Maryville Crisis Nursery. Serenaded by
Natalie Oliveri and Paul Alondi and the A-Team, the
attendees received a treat for the senses as gown 
after beautiful gown were displayed. Sr. Cathy Ryan,
Executive Director, and Nina Aliprandi, Family
Services Director, shared the story of the Crisis
Nursery with the assembled crowd. Special thanks to
Shelly Becker from The 3 Hearts Boutique, pictured
to the right holding jewelry from her boutique, 
Cha’rron Davis and the House of Blues for organizing
this event.

 MVP (Mission, Values and Philosophy) Luncheon
We asked Maryville staff to help us select an employee 
who best exemplifies the mission, values and philosophy 
of Maryville. The MVP and guest, along with the 
nominator and guest, were invited to attend and 
receive their award at the Guardian Medallion Award 
Gala. But selecting just one deserving individual to 
receive the award proved to be too difficult, so three 
were chosen. Shawn Carson (far left), from the Jen 
School; Shante Patterson, from Casa Salama; and Ed 
Strabel, for making sure the recreational activities of 
our children run smoothly and safely. 
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Steps in the Right Direction
Sometimes our children who have children 
take baby steps, too. 

As their toddlers take their first hesitant, 
arms-outstetched steps, those teenaged 
mothers are also taking their first hesitant 
steps into becoming the responsible adults 
and citizens we hope they will be. 

At the Madden Center in the last half 
year, JJ * has taken just those kind of 
steps, according to Tandelaya Hill, our 
therapist at Madden. 

“JJ takes the bus to her school at 99th and 
Ashland. It takes an hour, an hour and a 
half each way. Then she found a job at a 
Popeye’s near the school (Prologue). She 
got the position herself,” Tandelaya said.

JJ arrived at Madden in the fall with her 

infant son, then just a few months old. 
She had bounced around for months 
before that, unable to get along with her 
mother, staying with friends and 
occasionally on the streets.

“She has expressed that she is aware that 
the odds are against her because of her 
living situation; however she refuses to 
surrender,” Tandelaya said. Despite the 
shouting matches with her mother that 
prompted her departure from her South 
Side home, JJ now visits her mother on the 
weekends and is working on her anger. 

In the meantime, between taking care of 
her 10-month-old baby, commuting to 
school, and working, JJ is one busy young 
lady. 

“They say an idle mind is the devil’s 

workshop. Well, JJ’ doesn’t have time with 
her schedule (for any mischief),” 
Tandelaya said. 

Steps in the right direction. Nice job, JJ.

The beginning of JJ’s daily trek.

Psalm 111
“I will praise the Lord with my whole 
heart . . .” Psalm 111

Anyone can be robbed.  What we often 
see at Maryville are children who have 
been robbed – robbed of their childhood, 
who really don’t know what it is like to be 
treated with kindness and respect. 

One such “robbery” victim is 19-year-old 
Kerri,* a young woman with intellectual 
disabilities at our Casa Salama program 
on the Eisenberg campus  We had the 
opportunity to talk with Kerri, a recent 
high school graduate in special education. 
Kerri has a special love for Maryville and 
what the program has done for her. She is 
completely honest about her feelings.

“Maryville has taught me so much” she 
said.  “I am learning how to control my 
actions and reactions in dealing with 
others.  I used to just let it all go.  Fly off 
the handle and scream or pout until I was 
too tired to scream or pout.  Many times I 
could not even remember what set me off 
and caused my reactions.  I have learned 
to control my actions or to direct them 
into more positive areas.”

Her therapist says that when Kerri came 
to the program she was anti-social and 
extremely short tempered.

“All of which was probably prompted by 

her frustrations with her life.  She found 
it very difficult to interact with her peers 
and with the staff.  She was not a happy 
camper,” Salama therapist Jennifer Keller 
said. “Patience and caring helped Kerri 
turn around.  She was able to grasp the 
fact that we wanted to help her, to bring 
some calmness into her life, to help her 
become what she wanted to be – a normal 
person.  Her cognitive difficulties will be 
with her for a lifetime, but she is learning 
to deal with that.”

Recently, Kerri asked the instructor of 
her bible class if she could give a talk to 
her classmates.  She worked hard on her 
presentation – Psalm 111.  Kerri is an 
avid reader of the bible, attends church 
regularly, truly an active member of her 
church participating in the youth group 
and the drama club as well as the bible 
study group.

“I feel Psalm 111 tells me what I am 
supposed to do,” said Kerri. “I am to 
praise my Lord and to thank Him as well.  
If I do these things I will have food to eat 
and the Lord will care for me.  This will 
not happen if I do not do as he says.  The 
Lord, He speaks the truth to us.”

Although Kerri has this serious side, 
another side has blossomed as well.  She 
has become very social; she enjoys being 
with her peers, she is willing to help her 

fellow residents – like showing newcomers 
the ropes of living in the group home.  She 
has a few ambitions as well.

“I’d love to be a singer or a dancer or an 
actor,” she said.  “I know those are 
probably just dreams, but it doesn’t mean 
that I can’t think about it.  If those are 
just dreams, then I think what would 
please me the most would to be able 
to help others, like I have been helped.  
Maybe I can be a nurse or an assistant to 
a nurse to help girls like me who have had 
a few struggles like I have had.  Yes, that 
would be nice to be like the people who 
have helped me to get where I am today.’

On the day we spoke to her, Kerri had 
just come home from class and quickly 
changed to her Sunday clothes for our 
meeting.  When she arrived, she clutched 
her bible with her and proudly pointed to 
her name stamped on the cover in silver.  
“This was gift from the church to me,” 
she proclaimed.

Kerri is just one of the many gifts that 
Maryville receives. We are thankful for 
each gift of a child in need whom we can 
reach out to and help.

(* Maryville protects the identities of its 
clients.)



If you would like 
to receive periodic 
e-mail notices from 
Maryville with 
updates on our 
programs and events, 
please send your 
e-mail address to 
development@
maryvilleacademy.org.
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Calendar of Events for 2012

•   White Pines Golf Dome       
     White Pines Golf Course, Bensenville
     April 14, 2012

•   Crisis Nursery Tours       
     Maryville Crisis Nursery, Chicago
     April 19, 2012

•   Parent Resource Fair       
     Merrimac Park, Chicago
     April 21, 2012

•   Crisis Nursery Shower and Tea       
     Sunset Ridge CC, Northfield
     May 10, 2012

•   Maryville Gleason Cup 
    Invitational       
     Evanston Golf Club, Skokie
     July 23, 2012

For more information on upcoming 
events, please call the Maryville 
Development Office at 847-294-1982 
or visit: www.maryvilleacademy.org1150 North River Road 

Des Plaines, IL 60016-1290
www.maryvilleacademy.org
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*Maryville does not share any donor 
information, email addresses or mailing 
lists with third party organizations, 
institutions or vendors.

Rebuilding lives...
Rekindling spirits...

Renewing hope...

S I N C E

Plan to Make a Difference.
Maryville Academy has been serving 
children in need since 1883. Over the 
years planned philanthropic gifts to 
Maryville have improved the lives of more 
than 100,000 children. Children have 
been fed, clothed, educated and cared for 
thanks to generous donors who planned to 
make a difference. Your gift commitment 
of today will shape the care received 
tomorrow and impact generations to 
come. 

Planned giving is a personal statement 
about who you are and what you care 
about.

For information about planned giving, 
contact Daniel Summins, Director of 
Development, at (847) 294-1950 or
summinsd@maryvilleacademy.org. He can 
send you a copy of Family Focused Estate 
Planning booklet. This simple booklet will 
start you thinking about the goals and 
objectives of your estate plan.

Rebuilding lives...

Rekindling spirits...

Renewing hope... 

Maryville Announces Recent Grant Awards
Maryville is deeply grateful for the generous support of organizations who share our mission of building a world where young people 
are encouraged to reach their fullest potential by empowering their intellectual, spiritual, moral and emotional growth. We strive to 
help children and families achieve personal fulfillment and become contributors to their communities. Maryville is pleased to announce 
the receipt of grant awards from the following organizations:

George M. Eisenberg Foundation for Charities - $50,000 for support of the Maryville Casa Salama and Casa Imani programs serving 
young women with intellectual disabilities and mental illness on our Bartlett Campus. The Eisenberg Foundation is a longtime supporter 
and was honored with the Spirit of Maryville Award in 2010. Hanover Township Mental Health Board - $25,000 grant award to 
implement a music therapy program to help the young women in the Casa Salama and Casa Imani programs heal from past trauma. 

Altria Companies Employee Community Fund - $10,000 for the purchase of new computers for the two computer labs in the 
Maryville Jen School, a special education school for students with emotional, behavioral, and learning disabilities. The Dr. Scholl 
Foundation awarded $5,000 and the Donald P. and Byrd M. Kelly Foundation awarded $2,500 to purchase new computers for 
use by students and teachers in the Jen School classrooms. The support received from these foundations has been instrumental in 
updating the technology in the Jen School and enhancing the educational experiences of its students. 

Helen Brach Foundation -  $50,000 for continued support of the Maryville Crisis Nursery, our emergency shelter for children of 
families dealing with crisis situations and urgent family matters. The Crisis Nursery received two grant awards of $5,000 each in late 
2011 and early 2012 from Cashel Foundation and also received first-time grant awards of $7,500 from the Northern Trust 
Company Charitable Trust and $1,000 from the Garnetta Kramer Charitable Foundation.

The Ryan and Jenny Dempster Family Foundation - $10,000 grant award for support of the Children’s Healthcare Center, 
Maryville’s community based health services program that offers hospital-to-home transitional care and respite services to medically 
fragile children and their families. 

The William L. Price Charitable Foundation - $2,000 grant award for support of the Maryville Golf Academy. Led by PGA 
Professional Juan Espejo, the golf program teaches children the fundamentals of the game of golf and provides them with opportunities 
to play on local driving ranges and golf courses. The physical and mental benefits will positively impact children long after they have 
left Maryville.


