
If dogs can smile, Rocky was beaming. Led 
by his owner into our Eisenberg campus gym 
on a recent Saturday, Rocky gave the canine 
version of a smile by wagging his tail off as 
several of our girls descended on him. 

At 14, Rocky is a pro, one of Mike Degley’s 
seven dogs. The 70-pound Siberian Husky 
has been bringing joy and therapy to our girls 
for years.

“It’s great watching the girls improve, getting 
them to listen to directions as the dogs listen 
to directions, then the girls react to that,” 
explained Mike, who has been with Rainbow 
Animal Assisted Therapy for eight years. 

As Mike spoke, Carol Schuster, of Northbrook, 
was showing her four-year-old “Lab mix” 
named Becca to one of our girls, then letting 
her hold the leash as they circled the gym. 
Later, Becca runs the gamut of tricks -- sit,
roll over, down, lie. And then the girls get 
their chance with a few directions. 

(continued on page 3)

It was a process akin to turning an ocean 
liner around in the middle of the Atlantic. 
But slowly, with encouragement and 
guidance from the St. Martin staff, Sam 
(not his real name) started changing. 

He arrived at Maryville in 2010, a very 
troubled and violent 15-year-old who had 
already been hospitalized more than 10 
times for aggressive behavior at home and 
in hospital settings dating back several 
years.

Initially, it seemed that Sam would not 
work out at St. Martin. In his first four 
months, Sam was recurrently defiant and 
bad-tempered, often refusing to follow 
requests or rules, disrupting the setting, 
cursing and attacking staff and peers. As a 
result, he was hospitalized four more times.

In the following four to five months, 
however, Sam began to embrace the 
program at St. Martin’s and demonstrated 
significant improvement in a number of 
areas, especially managing anger and stress 
and relating more positively with others.  
He recently completed a happy reunion 
with his family.
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Therapy Dogs

Rocky (pictured with owner Mike Degley) enjoys visiting 
the girls at our Eisenberg campus as much as they enjoy 
having him.

One of our youth involved in the INVEST Program (not 
Sam), vacuuming in the Mulcahey building.

When asked who his “best helpers” have 
been here, Sam singled out the care and 
guidance he got from Youth Care Workers 
Billie Jean Brand-Spillman, Fitzroy 
Thompson, D’Arcy Kent, Jose Viruet, and 
program manager Kathy Tomczak.  And 
when asked what the program means for 
him, he stated “Be strong, don’t end up like 
a broken bone.”

Being strong has translated to being 
good for Sam, a strapping young man 
who later began working in the INVEST 
program and making more friends among 
Mulcahey staff along the way. One of Sam’s 
best gains has been how he is now more 
willing and able to talk out his feelings 
respectfully, rather than acting on them 
with hostility. Now, when he becomes upset 
or frustrated, he is more open to accepting 
responsibility and working with staff to 
calm himself and not lose his temper or 
make the situation worse.  Equally good, 
if he does react to irritations and aggra-
vations, he is able to get over them more 
quickly and regain his emotional balance.  
Recently, he completed successful home 
visits. 

Our work and success is sometimes 
difficult to relate, to quantify, but 
watching Sam progress calmly as he 
matures is a boost to the morale of all 
who have watched him grow and blossom. 
There may be more setbacks along the way, 
but the last six months have been giant 
steps in the right direction for Sam.

As such, Sam was recently named the St. 
Martin Success Story of the Month.



         Bowling with Big Cat
         He used to knock down quarterbacks for the
                     Chicago Bears, now NFL Hall of Famer 
                                                    Richard Dent is knocking down pins for Big
                                                    Cat Charities.  Foundation founder, James   
                                                    “Big Cat” Williams hosted an inaugural    
                                                    bowling event on November 14 to support 
                                                    Maryville Academy’s Crisis Nursery and  
                                                    Debra’s Place and invited his football friends. 
In addition to Richard Dent, 1985 Chicago Bears’ representatives Keith Van 
Horne, Glen Kozlowski and Jim Morrissey were on hand to bowl away the 
evening.  Current Bear Roberto Garza was mowing down pins. Bowlers bid 
on Julius Peppers’ game worn shoes among the silent auction items available. 
Special thanks to Delana Price, co-founder and executive director of Big Cat 
Charities, for organizing this great event.
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A Message from Maryville’s 
Executive Director
Dear Friends,

Many of the young persons who come to 
Maryville have not really had a “childhood.”  
Their early years were consumed with 
surviving.  One cover article in this issue of The 
Voice describes how some of our teen girls 
experience healing from abuse but also 
childhood delight through animal therapy.  The 
second cover article tells how one of our teen 
boys learned to manage his anger stemming 
from his turbulent past and develop positive 
work skills for his future.  In another article, 
our alum Susan Cline shares her journey from 

Maryville to a life of service for the country and 
for others.

I thank our friends featured in this issue, and 
I thank each of you for helping our children 
finally have a safe and healthy “childhood” that 
prepares them to be contributing members of 
our society.

Peace and all good,
Sister Catherine M.  Ryan, O.S.F.
Executive Director
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In the news....

A Crisis Nursery Christmas
It’s an annual event – good food, good families, 
good staff, good volunteers, good entertainment, 
good singing and great kids – all gathered 
together to celebrate Christmas and the out-
standing work of the Crisis Nursery.  Santa 
Claus was a bonus with a gift for every child.  
A special “thank you” to Catholic Charities 
for providing the space.

Thank You
Maryville would like to thank all the 
generous individuals, organizations, 
companies and corporations that donated 
gifts or sponsored parties for our children. 
They truly helped bring joy to the season for 
our young ones. Pictured to the left are Rose 
Leversha and John Wyman from @properties 
along with the thoughtful gifts they donated.



In a recent editorial, the Chicago Sun-
Times started out with this observation:
“It’s hard to believe that so much is 
decided so early in life.”

Not hard to believe for Susan Cline, one of 
our alumnae from the 1950s.

Susan Johnson (her maiden name) arrived 
at Maryville in 1958 at the tender age of 
5, one of four children who had bounced 
around between homes in Michigan and 
the Chicago area. Her mother was a wait-
ress who couldn’t or wouldn’t take care of 
her children; the father was a nonentity in 
the children’s lives.

Two weeks after Susan arrived, her older 
brother, Milton, arrived, both sent to us by 
the courts. 

“During those years, Maryville was known 
as ‘an orphanage’ although not all the 
children there were orphaned.  Maryville 
in my eyes was a military-structured life-
style and I spent almost 10 years in that 
environment,” Susan recalled.

After she left the Des Plaines campus, she 
lived in a Maryville group home on Estes 
Avenue in Chicago, and graduated from 
St. Gregory High School in Edgewater 
in 1970. Following a stint working as a 
secretary in downtown Chicago, she left 
the area permanently when she went to 
visit a Marine stationed in Beaufort, South 
Carolina.

Later, she married a Marine and wound 
up working as a civilian for the Marine
Corps starting in 1976--a return of sorts 
to the military-style life from her early 
Maryville days.

By the time she retired from the Marines in 
2008, she had divorced, remarried, and 

given birth to a son, Milton, named for 
her brother. At the time of her retirement, 
she was supervising 550 employees at 35 
separate buildings as the Deputy Director 
GS-13 of Marine & Family Services at 
Camp Pendleton, California.

She now lives in California with her 
husband, Eddy Cline, an ex-Marine. 
Recently, Maryville Executive Director 
Sister Cathy Ryan visited the Clines in 
California, to thank Susan for the 
support she has shown for her childhood 
home. Susan to wrote down some of the 
reasons she has supported the Maryville 
children through the years.

And support she has. In recent years, she 
has put together Maryville t-shirts, 
refrigerator magnets and Christmas 
ornaments that she lists on E-bay for us. 
In retirement, she has had time to reflect 
on her life and her time at Maryville, she 
said.

Looking back, she wrote, she was bit of a 
discipline problem as “an out of control 
teenager.” Small wonder: from the age of 
three till she left Maryville at 17, she had 
careened through 11 different institutions 
and foster homes.
 
“I am thankful for what they have done 
for me (at Maryville),” she wrote. 

Susan’s support does not stop there. As a 
retiree, she has begun helping individuals 
prepare their California Living Trust and 
Last Will and Testament. If they agree to 
leave something to Maryville, Susan says, 
“I have given them a discounted price on 
their document preparation costs.”

And for that, and everything else you 
have done for our children, we salute you, 
Susan, a great alum.
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We Salute You

Susan Cline at home in California.

Thank You Globe Foundation
Maryville is pleased to announce a grant award of $100,000 from the 
Globe Foundation to build a sensory garden at the Center for Children. 
The garden will incorporate the best of universal design and will be 
accessible by both healthy children and children with physical limitations 
staying at the Center. Our goal is to enable all children to safely play 
outdoors and enjoy the fresh air. We are deeply grateful to the Globe 
Foundation and Bert Getz, Jr. for their generosity and kindness to the 
children in our care.     

(Therapy Dogs, continued from pg. 1)

“I had a foster daughter who was at 
the (Maryville) Farm Campus after 
she left me. I still keep in contact with 
her,” Carol said.  “She still remembers 
the dog we had then, a white Samoyed, 
Wrigley.” 

Soon after Carol and the other dog 
owners entered the gym, our girls 
began to arrive, bubbling excitement. 
They walked the dogs around the gym, 
got down on the floor with them, rolled 
over with them, fed them treats. It was 
hard to tell who was having the most 
fun—the girls, the dogs, or the owners.

Once a month, Carol gets ready on a 
Saturday morning to set out for the 50-
mile round trip to Bartlett. As she gets 
ready, Becca is on high alert. “Once she 
sees me with my red (Rainbow) vest 
on she starts following me around the 
house – she knows. Then she sits by 
the door waiting. She’s ready to rock,” 
Carol said. She said she got Becca when 
she was nine months old from Orphans 
of the Storm animal shelter in 
Riverwoods.
 
”Playing with dogs whose early lives 
may have been tough is therapeutic for 
our girls, all of whom have faced some 
trauma before they arrived at Eisenberg,”
says Dr. Rocco Cimmarusti, who 
supervises both Casa Salama and Casa 
Imani at Bartlett. “The potential for 
them is to see dogs that have had hard 
lives become healthy dogs, and we tell 
the kids about that. The girls can then 
develop altruism and empathy, and 
metaphorically take the lesson of surviv-
ing,” Rocco said.

“Doing good things with the dogs, they 
are helping the dogs heal, and then 
they help themselves along the way.”



If you would like 
to receive periodic 
e-mail notices from 
Maryville with 
updates on our 
programs and events, 
please send your 
e-mail address to 
development@
maryvilleacademy.org.
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Calendar of Events for 2012

•   Maryville Guardian 
    Medallion Award Gala
     InterContinental Chicago
     Magnificent Mile
     March 3, 2012

•   Ed Block Courage Award / Ed
    McCaskey Scholarship Luncheon
     Maryville Des Plaines Campus
     April 10, 2012

•   Parent Resource Fair       
     Merrimac Park, Chicago
     April 21, 2012

•   Crisis Nursery Shower and Tea       
     Sunset Ridge CC, Northfield
     May 10, 2012

For more information on upcoming 
events, please call the Maryville 
Development Office at 847-294-1982 
or visit: www.maryvilleacademy.org

1150 North River Road 
Des Plaines, IL 60016-1290
www.maryvilleacademy.org
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*Maryville does not share any donor 
information, email addresses or mailing 
lists with third party organizations, 
institutions or vendors.

Rebuilding lives...
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Renewing hope...

S I N C E

Making Donations Painless: 
Charitable Deductions from Your IRA

You can support the healing of the 
children of Maryville by making a 
donation directly from your IRA. The IRS 
allows donations to charitable 
organizations, like Maryville, up to 
$200,000 for a couple even if you file tax 
returns jointly.

A qualified charitable distribution must 
meet all of the following tax – law 
requirements:
1. It must be distributed from an IRA and 
the owner must be at least 70 ½ years of 
age
2. It must be distributed by the IRA 
trustee to an IRS approved charity (like 
Maryville)
3. It must meet normal tax law 
requirements for 100% deductibility
4. It must be a distribution that would 
otherwise be taxable

For information, please contact Daniel 
Summins, Development Director at 
summinsd@maryvilleacademy.org or
847-294-1950.

Rebuilding lives...

Rekindling spirits...

Renewing hope... 

At our 6th Annual Guardian Medallion 
Award Gala, Maryville will honor Francis 
Cardinal George, O.M.I., the first Chicago 
native to become Archbishop of Chicago. 
The Cardinal has worked tirelessly for 
children since he was appointed as the head 
of the Chicago Archdiocese in May 1997, 
after service as the Archbishop of Portland, 
Oregon and prior to that as Bishop of Yakima, 
Washington. A graduate of St. Pascal 
Grammar School on the Northwest side, 

Cardinal George is a member of the 
Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate. 
This past fall he was awarded the St. 
Elizabeth Ann Seton Award by the National 
Catholic Education Association. Holding 
forth at the night’s festivities will be Wayne 
Messmer, the Chicago icon and world-class 
singer. Last year, Wayne and his charming 
wife, Kathleen, thrilled us with a rousing 
rendition of our national anthem.  He also 
will reprise his role as our auctioneer.

Maryville Guardian Medallion Award 
Honoree, Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I.

Eisenberg Campus Sanctuary

His Eminence, Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I.

Where do the girls of the Eisenberg
Campus go to de-escalate the pressure 
they are feeling or to simply enjoy a beau-
tiful afternoon?  Thanks to the generosity 
of Albert Goldstein and the Hanover Park 
Township Mental Health Board, they can 
go to our newly built sanctuary. Nestled in 
the bucolic Eisenberg Campus, this new 

sanctuary has exterior musical instruments 
where the girls can practice their drumming
or use the xylophone (pictured to the right) 
to relieve tension or simply enjoy themselves. 
According to the program director, Dr. Rocco 
Cimmarrusti, even in the cold weather the 
girls are enjoying this important 
therapeutic tool.


