
When you walk into the Maryville Crisis 
Nursery on Chicago’s Northwest side, you 
are greeted by a friendly open atmosphere 
– bright and cheerful.  The staff welcom-
ing you will put you at ease immediately.  
They are there to help, not to judge.  It 
is reflected in their demeanor and their 
words, “How can we help you?”

You will hear toddlers laughing and see 
them playing.  You might peek in an open 
doorway and see an infant peacefully 
sleeping.  Another open door might reveal 
children splashing and playing at a water 
table.  Rest assured this isn’t a daycare 
center.  It is a safe haven for children, 
infants to five years of age, whose fami-
lies are in crisis; it is respite for a parent 
with nowhere else to turn for child care 
while they address their own problems, 

including depression, post partum, feeling 
overwhelmed, dealing with family/domes-
tic violence, medical issues, homelessness, 
joblessness – all events and circumstances 
that can destroy family stability; all situ-
ations where the child needs a safe haven 
for a few hours or a few days.  Since its 
opening in 2006, the Maryville Crisis 
Nursery has served over 170 families 
and over 280 infants and toddlers – at 
no charge to the families in need, most of 
whom do not have the financial resources 
to pay.

The Maryville Crisis Nursery is the only 
one in Chicago and one of just six in Il-
linois.  The nursery relies on its support 
from private funding to keep the doors 
open.  Those door being opened mean 
more than just temporary care for a child.  
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A Message from Maryville’s Executive Director

Dear Friends:

I imagine each of us knows someone whose life was 
overtaken by alcohol or other substance abuse.  We 
have only begun to measure the human and soci-
etal cost of this scourge.  The Division of Alcohol 
and Substance Abuse of the Illinois Department of 
Human Services reports that over 5% of all Illinois 
deaths are directly or indirectly related to use of 
alcohol or other drugs.  DASA also reports that the 
“statewide economic costs associated with alcohol, 
other drug, and tobacco-related mortality is in 
excess of $3.5 billion.”

Our MISA program reaches out to adolescent 
boys who have an alcohol or drug use disorder in 
addition to aspects of mental illness.  The clini-
cal staff helps youth identify the causes as well as 
the symptoms of their addiction. Family members 
participate in the treatment, so they can support 
the recovery of the boys.   The program promotes 
responsible sobriety and a better framework for 
functioning in an adult world.

Through your support and the dedication of our 
staff, we can make a difference  – one youth at a 
time.  

Sr. Catherine M. Ryan, O.S.F.
Executive Director

ryanc@maryvilleacademy.org
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Maryville Administrative Offices Move
The Archdiocese of Chicago has overseen an arrangement between Maryville 
Academy and the Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe to more efficiently use the 
land occupied by Maryville since its founding in 1883 as a training school for 
homeless boys.  

The western portion of the land, located at Central and River Roads in Des 
Plaines, IL will be occupied by Maryville Academy.  Administrative offices for 
Maryville are now located in the Mulcahey Building, the Zygmont Czarobski 
Building and 150 O’Connor Building on the Des Plaines site.  Administrative 
offices for the shrine have been moved from the “Villa”, located on the corner of 
the property, to the administration building recently vacated by Maryville.

Since 2000, the number of children in need of long-term residential care has de-
creased dramatically, freeing up once full homes for children on the Des Plaines 
site.  Maryville continues to operate the St, George Homes for intellectually de-
layed boys; the Maryville MISA Home (mental illness/substance abuse program); 
the Maryville Jen School; the Maryville Golf Program; and use of the Maryville 
Gymnasiums for residents and CYO (also run by Maryville) athletic events.  The 
Maryville Children and Family Behavioral Center moved to Maryville’s Scott 
Nolan Center, located on Wilson Lane in Des Plaines.

In addition to the property at River and Central Roads in Des Plaines, Maryville 
owns and operates programs in Chicago (Maryville John and Mary Madden Spe-
cialty Shelter on Paulina and the Maryville Children’s Center on North Oak Park 
Avenue); Bartlett, IL (Maryville Eisenberg Campus with programs for intellectu-
ally delayed girls and pregnant and parenting teens); in Des Plaines (Mayville 
Scott Nolan Center psychiatric hospital and residential treatment center on Wil-
son Lane) and in Durand, IL (the Maryville Farm Campus for Young Women).

MARYVILLE ACADEMY
Development Department
2009 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Guardian Medallion Award Gala
Drake Hotel   March 7, Saturday

Ed Block Courage Award/
Ed McCaskey Scholarship Luncheon
    April 7, Tuesday

Prevent Child Abuse Month Expo
Wright College  April 25, Saturday

Crisis Nursery Tea & Fashion Show
Sunset Ridge Country Club May 7, Thursday

Beach Bash for Casey
Gilson Park, Wilmette  May 30, Saturday

Shell Oil Golf Outing
Ivanhoe Country Club  June 8, Monday

IPGA Golf Outing
Hawthorn Woods  July 20, Monday

2nd Annual “Smiles for Miles”
Walk for the Crisis Nursery August 2, Sunday

Greg Marrero Memorial Golf Outing
    September 25, Friday
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Parents Rely on Maryville’s Crisis Nursery;
 continued

The open doors contribute to the stability of the family unit which is most critical for 
infants and toddlers.  The nursery staff is trained and well equipped to guide the parents 
to additional resources for their particular crisis or situation. – help when help is needed 
the most with the assurance that their child or children are safe while they address their 
own issues.

Social workers, hospitals, shelters, police and business owners have served as an infor-
mal advisory board, letting many in need know about this valuable service and holding 
events to help raise funds for the nursery.

The nursery staff does much more than care for the child and offer guidance in seeking 
out other resources which might benefit the families.  They follow up with each parent 
to see how the family is faring and to get their input on the services of the nursery.  In 
many of those follow-ups, the responses are almost a prayer of gratitude:
 “The nursery did everything a parent would do for a Child.”
“I could drop my child off and know that she was in an extremely safe environment.  My 
husband and I feel great about the nursery.” 
“I got not just supportive childcare – but great advice to help me with my particular 
problems.”
“The nursery was here for me when I was going absolutely crazy.”
“The staff is so understanding and makes you feel comfortable.”
“The rules they set for the children.  The schedule and the activities. Their respect for 
what a parent wants.”
“Being able to have someone help you.”

The Maryville Crisis Nursery is a unique service serving unique needs for families in 
crisis.  The Maryville Crisis Nursery relies upon you to keep those doors open.
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Maryville Crisis Nursery to Benefit from 
Maryville Guardian Medallion Gala
Proceeds from the 2009 Maryville Guardian Medallion Gala will benefit Maryville’s 
Crisis Nursery.  “This year’s honoree is Madden Communications who truly exemplifies 
the words on the medallion: Protect. Mentor. Guardian.,” said Sister Catherine M. Ryan, 
O.S.F., Executive Director of Maryville. “For over forty years Madden Communications, 
including family members  and employees have made Maryville the beneficiary of cor-
porate  contributions, in-kind printing contributions and, most importantly, executive 
involvement with the Maryville Board and Maryville events.”

The 2009 Guardian Medallion Award Gala will be held at the Drake Hotel in Chicago on 
Saturday, March 7th.  The evening includes a cocktail reception, silent auction, dinner, 
dancing and the Guardian Medallion Award presentation.  

For additional information or to order tickets, please call the Maryville Development 
Office at 847.294.1982.
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Want to Volunteer at the Maryville Crisis Nursery? 
How to become a Maryville Crisis 
Nursery Volunteer:

A)Call Mary Kieger at 847.294.1703 to    
 discuss your interest and any 
 questions you may have.

B)Attend an interview and tour the 
 nursery; review the application 
 process, completing necessary
 documents.

C)Upon completion of the paperwork,  
 attend a training, policy review and  
 expectation session for volunteers.

D)Commit to six months service of at 
 least eight hours per month.

E)Volunteers must be at least eighteen  
 years of age.

Food/Formula
Stage 1 baby food

Stage 2 baby food

Stage 3 baby food

Graduate baby food

Graduate snacks

Gerber baby juice 
  (individual servings)

Enfamil Gentlease Lipil

Enfamil EnfaCare Lipil

Enfamil with iron

Enfamil Pro Sobee Lipil

Baby Cereal Rice/Oatmeal

Hygiene Supplies
Tooth paste

Unscented lotion

African American hair 

products

Detangling spray

Hooded Baby Towels

Baby shampoo

Sanitizing had gel

Kleenex

Johnson’s baby wash

Johnson’s Safety Swab

Vaseline

Pull-ups

Diaper size 5 and 6

Miscellaneous
Masking tape

Dish washing liquid

Flash lights

Batteries (AA and AAA)

Dryer sheets

Air freshner

Pacifiers

Teething rings

Glue sticks

Microwave

Clothes
Baby socks

Toddler socks

Shoe sizes 2-5 Boys/Girls

Boys underwears 
  2T, 3T, 4T and 6T

Boys onesies 
  (0 mon. - 24 mon.)

Girls onesies
  (0 mon. - 24 mon.)

Boys outfits - sz. 4T and 5T

Girls outfits - sz. 4T and 5T
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