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Miriam Mendez
Comedian W.C. Fields billed himself as 
The World’s Greatest Juggler when he 
appeared in vaudeville theaters during the 
Roaring Twenties. Perhaps a modern-day 
World’s Greatest Juggler might be Miriam 
Mendez, a single mother of five children 
under the age of eight. When the children’s 
appointments and shopping and mothering 
became a stressful whirlwind, Miriam, now 
24, turned to the Crisis Nursery for help.
 
Last Spring, Miriam stood up before 275 
guests who gathered at the Crisis Nursery 
Tea and Fashion show at Sunset Ridge 
Country Club and told the story of how 
she came to the nursery. That took a dose 
of courage, to stand up before a group of 
strangers and speak about her life. By any 
measure, Miriam is a strong and 
courageous young woman. Miriam related 
how she came to the Crisis Nursery about a 
year ago when she was running out of 
options to take care of her five children—8, 
4, 3 and twin two-year-old boys. 

Later she spoke to the Voice of Maryville 
about her experiences with the Crisis 
Nursery and how she came to use its 
services. “I couldn’t get things done and 
had no support. It was very stressful. I 
heard about the Crisis Nursery from a 
counselor at the women’s center near 
Foster and Cicero,” said Miriam, a resident 
of the Jefferson Park neighborhood on the 
city’s Northwest Side.

At first she was apprehensive, Miriam said. 
“But once I took a tour of the facility and 
met the people there, and saw the kids 
doing non-stop play in the gym, I knew it 
would be great for my kids,” Miriam said. 
On her first visit, she dropped off her four
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Miriam Mendez at the Maryville Crisis Nursery.

youngest children, keeping 8-year-old 
Raymond with her. “Now, when I tell them 
we’re going to the nursery, they say, ‘Let’s 
go, let’s go.’ And when I go to pick them 
up, sometimes Olivia (three) will say, ‘No, 
I’m not leaving.’” Miriam said. She added 
that Olivia especially likes the books she 
gets at the end of a visit.

Since she has been taking her children 
to the nursery, Miriam has begun telling 
friends and neighbors about her experience 
and how her children love the place. 
“When they got there and took the tour, 
saw the gym, the art room, how it’s 
decorated, they loved it, too,” said Miriam. 

As a special favor to Maryville, Miriam also 
consented to be featured on the video that 
will be played at the Guardian Medallion 
Gala on March 5 at The Drake Hotel. 

We all thank Miriam and salute her. 

To learn more about the Crisis Nursery,
call 773-205-3600 or go to 
www.maryvilleacademy.org.

“But once I took a tour of 
the facility and met the 
people there...... I knew 
it would be great for my 
kids,” Miriam said.
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A Message from Maryville’s 
Executive Director
This edition of the Maryville Voice 
features the circle of giving in which 
Maryville is so often involved. In this issue 
we see how Maryville’s Crisis Nursery 
helped Miriam Mendez and her five young 
children, the oldest of whom is 8. 

In turn, Miriam was kind enough to 
speak of her experiences to reporter Lilia 
Chacon for the video that we are doing for 
our Gala on March 5 at The Drake. Lilia 
is also acting as the emcee at the Gala.

So we see how at Maryville we are so often 
in the circle of giving, but we, too, find 
that we need the assistance of others. The 
Gala is our largest fundraising event of 
the year, one that allows us to show our 
supporters what we do, and for these good 
people to give of their treasure and time to 
support us.

Peace and all good.

Sister Catherine M. Ryan, O.S.F.
Executive Director
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In the news....
Maryville Evening of Holiday Sights 
and Sounds
More than 100 Maryville supporters turned out 
for the concert and tour at the Sanfilippo Estate 
in Barrington Hills on November 13. We thank 
our gracious hosts, Jasper and Marian 
Sanfilippo, for their hospitality for what was 
a wonderful event with seasonal organ music 
played in a beautiful home.

CYO Meet the Stars
Heisman Trophy winner Johnny Lattner, 
Yankee slugger Moose Skowron, Loyola 
University star John Egan and Loyola Academy
star Dick Devine pose with visiting CYO 
basketball players at the CYO 80th 
Anniversary Party at the Maryville Des Plaines
Campus on December 4.

St. Martin de Porres Program
Maryville is proud to announce the opening of a new program, St. Martin de Porres. The 
program provides further treatment to young men, ages 14 to 18, who have had some 
success in other programs managing their behavior disorders.

Maryville Chicago Tribune Article
Maryville’s reinvention of itself under the leadership of Sister Catherine Ryan was the 
subject of a recent article in the Chicago Tribune. The article goes on to highlight the 
leaps and bounds Maryville has made in recent years. 
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The children, staff and friends of 
Maryville had a wonderful celebration in 
the North Gym at the Des Plaines 
Campus with most of the Maryville 
programs from across the Maryville 
landscape coming together on 
December 16. Coordinated by Mary 
Kieger and Nina Aliprandi, Maryville
celebrated the true meaning of Christ-
mas. Everyone was serenaded through-
out the evening by the Paul Allodi and 
Friends Band (www.paulallodi.com). 
Nina, as Master of Ceremonies, began 
the evening with introductions of Sr. 
Cathy and George Rourke, Chairman 
of the Maryville Board of Directors. 
This was followed by the reading of 
the Christmas story by girls from Casa 
Imani,  a candle lighting ceremony and 
the singing of Silent Night. Students 
from the Jen School  performed a song 
and skit and Madden girls -- the 
“Madden Melodies” -- sang This Christmas. 
Staff member Shirley Sammons and her 
daughter both also sang. The program

was followed by a delicious dinner. A 
special guest from “The North” arrived 
after dinner with presents for all the 
youth.

Many thanks go out to all the special 
people who put together this event. A 
specific thanks also goes out for 
Project Snowflake. Project Snowflake 
was sponsored by @properties and 
coordinated by Juan Espejo.  
@properties employees generously 
provided gifts for family members or 
special friends of our youth - so that 
when they visited family at Christmas, 
they would have presents to give. The 
biggest thanks goes to each and every 
staff member, who day-in and day-out, 
365 days a year, provide loving care, 
attention and guidance for our youth. As 
with our own families, it was wonderful 
to see the entire Maryville family 
together to celebrate and enjoy each 
other’s company. 

Happy Holidays at Maryville

Pictured above: The Paul Allodi and Friends Band 
spreading some Christmas cheer. Below: Staff from the 
Maryville Jen School enjoying each other’s company 
after coordinating performances by their students.

On December 5, Crisis Nursery families 
were invited to the annual Holiday Party 
at the Catholic Charities office downtown. 
Activities included pictures of the 
children with Santa, a donated dinner 
and many games and crafts for the 
children.

Maryville is thankful to have generous 
sponsors that help give our children a 
Christmas that they would not otherwise 
know. Whether they are providing gifts 
or sponsoring a party, Maryville cannot 
thank them enough for all that they do.

Maryville would like to wish everyone a 
safe and happy New Year.

Christmas Parties and Sponsors 

Pictured to the left: Midwest Folding Products’ (l to r) Oscar Ortiz, President Chuck Pineau and Sam Thomas 
with Maryville’s Volunteer Coordinator Mary Kieger. To the right: The generous folks at Grainger visit some of the 
MISA boys at their sponsored Christmas Party.

Santa gives out presents to much deserving children at 
the annual Maryville Crisis Nursery Holiday Party.
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Calendar of Events for 2011
•   Maryville Guardian Medallion 
     Gala
     The Drake Hotel 
     March 5, 2011

•   Ed Block Courage Award/
     Ed McCaskey Scholarship     
     Luncheon
     Maryville Des Plaines Campus 
     April 5, 2011

•   Parent Resource Fair
     Merrimac Park, Chicago
     April 9, 2011

•   Maryville Crisis Nursery Tea 
     and Fashion Show
     Sunset Ridge Country Club
     May 12, 2011

•   Shell Retailers Golf Outing
     TBD 
     June, 2011

For more information on  
upcoming events, please visit:  
www.maryvilleacademy.org or call 
the Maryville Development Office  
at 847-294-1982.

1150 North River Road 
Des Plaines, IL 60016-1290
www.maryvilleacademy.org
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*Maryville does not share any donor information, 
email addresses or mailing lists with third party 
organizations, institutions or vendors.

Rebuilding lives...
Rekindling spirits...

Renewing hope...

S I N C E

If you would like to receive 
periodic e-mail notices from 
Maryville with updates on 
our programs and events, 
please send your e-mail 
address to development@
maryvilleacademy.org.

Thoughts on Giving…

Giving is one of life’s great 
satisfactions, especially when 
you know that your gifts will 
improve the lives of others. 
Generations of children and 
families have reached their 
fullest potential because 
individuals and families 
remembered Maryville in their 
will, trust or estate. Join the 
Maryville Visionary Society 
today, by designating 
Maryville in your will, life 
insurance or other estate 
plans. Experience the 
satisfaction of knowing that 
with your support, Maryville 
will be able to help the next 
generation of children in 
need.

For information, please 
contact Daniel Summins, 
Development Office at 
847-294-1950 or summinsd
@maryvilleacademy.org.

Rebuilding lives...

Rekindling spirits...

Renewing hope... 

On November 21 the First Annual 
Maryville High School Scholarship 
Luncheon was held at St. Linus Parish 
in Oak Lawn to honor this year’s 
recipients. Ranging from freshmen 
just starting their high school careers 
to seniors already looking at the next 
step, the students represented their high 
schools well.  Each student shared the 
name of the school they were 
attending, the service they had done and 
their educational goals for the future.  
Nurses, doctors, researchers, social 

workers and educators were a few of the 
stated occupations they aspire to.

One special moment was a reunion of 
five students who were classmates at St. 
Margaret of Scotland.  Attending a 
variety of high schools, these seniors 
shared a few laughs as they looked back 
to see how far they had come.  We are 
proud to have had a small part to play 
in their academic life and wish them all 
success in the school year to come.

Scholarship Luncheon

Pictured above: Maryville High School Scholarship 
recipients celebrate with Associate Director Cheryl 
Heyden and Executive Director Sister Catherine Ryan.
Below: Former classmates from St. Margaret of Scotland.


