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Maryville is a child care organization rooted in Catholic social teaching and dedicated to the preservation of the dignity of children at every age.

Maryville’s mission is to help children and families to reach their fullest potential by empowering intellectual, spiritual, moral and emotional growth.

Shelby Williams at the Streamwood Fire Department.

Our children have dreams. Our dreams are to 
make theirs come true. Sometimes we need a 
little help.

Recently, Shelby Williams, a 19-year-old 
resident of Casa Salama C home got a taste of 
her dream of being a firefighter when she 
visited the Streamwood Fire Department. 
Shelby’s case worker at Casa Salama, to 
Donna Martorano, said Shelby began talking 
about her desire to be a firefighter last year, 
and she has never ruled it out. “Physically she 
is capable to doing the job of a firefighter.” 

Working with Shelby’s teacher at Cornerstone 
Academy in Streamwood, Christine Turner, 
the Streamwood Fire Department welcomed 
Shelby to the firehouse and laid out the red 
carpet—and truck. Several firefighters helped 
show Shelby around and instruct her on the 
equipment. Shelby got to sit at the wheel of a 
fire truck, don firefighters’ gear and pose for 
photos carrying a firefighter’s axe. 

Ms. Turner said that the school conducts 
“motivational inventories” with the students at 
the special education school to determine what 
they want to be when they grow up. “Shelby 
had been pretty consistent (during the school 
year) that she wanted to be a firefighter, so we 
said, ‘Let’s go with it,’” Ms. Turner said. work, 

So the first step was to contact the local fire 
department.

And according to Ms. Turner, “with the sup-
port she has, she has a chance” of passing the 
written test.

As with any of our children who leave us, our 
hope for them is independent living and a 
good life. With some help, luck, and hard
Shelby may see her dream come true. We are 
cheering for her.

(On May 22, Daily Herald Columnist Burt 
Constable wrote a front page story about 
Shelby and her dreams. There is a link to the 
story on our website—maryvilleacademy.org.) 

Awards Night 2011 

A proud recipient accepts his award from Maryville 
Program Director, Sarah Pope.

They were never “the most valuable player” 
on their soccer team. Never singled out as 
“the most improved” or applauded at the 7th 
grade play by loving parents at the school 
assembly. They were never hugged by an 
adoring grandma after First Holy Communion 
or slipped a $20 bill by a grinning grandpa 
for that frozen rope single at the t-ball game 
in some bucolic suburb.

They may have bounced in and out of as

many as 20 foster homes and countless 
schools after escaping from an abusive home. 
The abuse may have been brutal beatings or 
sexual assaults. The abuse may just have been 
emotional, the constant yelling for their short-
comings. They are girls as young as 12 who 
arrive pregnant or clutching a baby while still 
babies themselves. There have been no “most 
improved player” awards, no gold stars, no 
doting grandparents, for these children.

But for one night, they are stars. They are 
singled out from the podium, applauded by 
friends and peers and teachers. They are 
given plaques of appreciation and recognition 
-- for scholarship, sports, behavior--and pose 
with broad smiles for a photographer. Some 
walk slowly to the stage, others break into a 
run. 

On the plaques are emblazoned:

Best Singer at St. George; Most Considerate 
at Casa Salama; Most Improved in Stability 
at Casa Imani.

And for the scholars, they got a $25 gift 
certificate at Target for each quarter on the 
honor roll.

Everyone got an award, and for many it may 
have been the first in their life

The girls and boys stood and cheered for each 
other. Our staff worked for weeks to come up 
with the best award, the best reward. They 
need gentle treatment; they get it on a daily 
basis at Maryville. And on this one night, they 
are also honored for their special gift, no mat-
ter how small or how distinct.

Their smiles tell how they feel.
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Sr. Catherine M. Ryan, O.S.F.
Executive Director

ryanc@maryvilleacademy.org

A Message from Maryville’s 
Executive Director
Maryville’s vision for our children is that they 
will achieve personal and spiritual fulfillment as 
they become contributors to their communities 
and citizens of the world.  This issue highlights 
Shelby, one of our young women who hopes 
to give back to the community by becoming a 
firefighter.  This issue also tells of our children 
who were recognized with awards that celebrate 
their individual and team achievements through 
the school year.  The successes of Maryville 
youth are a tradition and in this issue we 
highlight a  Maryville alum, Lillian Foley, who 
raised her family, celebrated with her grand-
children and great grandchildren, and now has 
gone home to heaven.

The opportunities for this personal and spiritual 
fulfillment are made possible by the generosity 
of friends of our children  and these friends 
include Ed Sexton, Sr. and his wife Mary Alice, 
Francine Spacek, Friends of the Crisis Nursery, 
the Crisis Nursery Advisory Board, and (one 
of the newest friends to our children) former 
Chicago Bear James “Big Cat” Williams.  Please 
read about the ways they brighten the lives of 
our children.

Peace and all good,
Sister Catherine M.  Ryan, O.S.F.
Executive Director
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In the news....
Crisis Nursery Shower and Fashion Show
On Thursday May 12, 2011 the Sunset Ridge 
Country Club was filled to capacity when more 
than 200 Maryville supporters came together to 
celebrate the work and mission of the Crisis Nursery. 
Hosted by the Friends of the Crisis Nursery and 
chaired by Nancy Ross, Kelly Golden and Lisa 
Benedetto, the luncheon was a terrific success.  

Arts & Carafes
The Maryville Crisis Nursery Advisory Board’s Arts 
and Carafes event celebrated the work and mission 
of the Crisis Nursery with a packed house of friends, 
surrounded by stunning art work at the Homey 
Gallery. As the guests enjoyed the wonderful art 
work, they heard from Crisis Nursery Program 
Director Amy Kendal-Lynch about the families in 
need. Sr. Catherine Ryan, O.S.F., Maryville 
Executive Director, thanked chairpersons Debbi 
Bottjer, JoAnn Killackey, and Anne Linnen for 
hosting this wonderful event.

Boat Cruise Fundraiser
The Jubilee Deck of the Spirit of Chicago was filled 
to capacity with Maryville supporters for the 2nd 
Annual Maryville Cruise Fundraiser June 22, 2011. 
Special guest, 12- year veteran of the Chicago 
Bears, James “Big Cat” Williams was on hand to 
support the cause and share his experience of the 
Crisis Nursery with the group. A wonderful evening 
of fine dining, dancing and the best views of the 
night-time Chicago skyline were enjoyed by all the 
passengers. Thank you to everyone that supported 
the event and helped bring the healing and care of 
the Crisis Nursery to the families of Chicago.
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On July 13, 1987, the lives of the Sexton 
family changed forever.
 
It was on that day that Stephen Sexton 
took his own life. 

After grieving and burying their son and 
brother, the Sextons quickly resolved to do 
something about suicide, according to Ed 
Sexton Sr., the chief executive of Sexton 
Group of Des Plaines. The family 
established a foundation to fund 
suicide prevention and training programs. 
More than 24 years later, the foundation 

has raised more than $1 million for the 
Stephen T. Sexton Memorial Founda-
tion and funneled nearly $400,000 of that 
to train Maryville staff.

On May 17, Ed was awarded a the Guard-
ian Medallion in a brief ceremony in the 
Maryville executive offices, on the Des 
Plaines campus. 

“I am proud to be associated with 
Maryville,” said Ed Sexton Sr., accom-
panied by his wife, Mary Alice, as he 
accepted the Medallion on behalf of his 
family and the Foundation. Before 
accepting the award, Ed took a few 
minutes to reminisce about his life, 
Maryville, his family, and growing up as a 
“minority” Irishman in a predominantly 
German neighborhood on the Northwest 
Side of Chicago.

“In the early 20th Century, people didn’t 
have time to dwell on their problems; they 
were too busy fighting to survive,” Ed 
said. “The changes my father saw in his 
lifetime pale in comparison to what I’ve 
seen. The pace of life now gives us little 

time for contemplation and introspection.”
The 76-year-old father of eight, 
including Stephen, recalled a strict 
German nun he had in grammar school at 
St. Matthias, Sister Beata, O.S.F., who 
also later taught his son, Edward Jr., at 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help in Glenview. 
He also recalled the German pastor at St. 
Matthias, “who used to pound the pulpit, 
preaching hell and damnation. You would 
never fall asleep.” Sister Catherine Ryan, 
Maryville’s executive director, advised Ed 
that Sister Beata is still alive and residing 
in a retirement home in Wisconsin. 
Moments later, Ed bent slightly at the 
waist as Sister Cathy put the Guardian 
Medallion around his neck. 

Contacted later by the Voice, Ed was 
asked if he felt that the training provided 
by the Foundation has saved other young 
people from making the decision that took 
his son’s life. “I think we have saved some 
lives, yes,” Ed said.

For that, Maryville, our families and our 
children all thank Ed, his family, and the 
Foundation.

Stephen T. Sexton Memorial Foundation

Ed Sexton Sr., accompanied by his wife, Mary Alice, 
accepts the Guardian Medallion from Sr. Catherine 
Ryan.

In mid-May, we received the sad news 
that perhaps our oldest alum had passed 
away in San Francisco. Lillian Foley 
died at the age of 104 on May 4, according 
to her daughter, Beverly Flaherty, who 
informed us in a letter accompanied by a 
donation “in her (mother’s) name.”

“She often spoke of her stay at the 
‘orphanage,’” Beverly wrote. Then she 
was known as Lillian Ashmus and 
Maryville was known as St. Mary’s 
Training School. She was three and half 

years old when she arrived in about 1910, 
one of the first girls to reside at the Des 
Plaines campus.

In a telephone interview with the Voice, 
Beverly related how her mother joined 
three older brothers already at St. 
Mary’s—Peter, Stanley and Adam—
after their parents, Lithuanian immigrants 
had “split up.”

“She remembered walking the streets in 
Chicago looking for her mother,” 
Beverly said of one of her mother’s 
earliest memories. “She remembered how 
the other children at St. Mary’s would ask 
her to say something in Lithuanian.” 

When Lillian was about seven, she was 
adopted by her uncle and aunt, John and 
Wilhemina Ashmus. By that time, her 
older brother, Peter, had died of influenza 
and was buried on the Des Plaines 
campus. She moved into her aunt and 
uncle’s home in North Chicago along with 
her surviving brothers, Beverly said. In 

1930, she moved to California, and six 
years later, she married Eugene Foley.
They had two children, Beverly and her 
brother, Eugene Jr. In 1960, she bought a 
home in San Francisco on Brighton 
Avenue with Eugene Jr., and lived there 
till she died. She had five grandchildren 
and four great grandchildren.

“She was driving till she was 98 and was 
tap dancing when she was 100,” Eugene 
Jr. recalled.  In 1976, she retired at the 
age of 70 after working as a nurse’s aide 
for 18 years at Laguna Honda Hospital, 
Beverly said. In 1983, Lillian returned 
to Maryville to join in on its centennial 
celebration, Beverly said. 

Through the years, Lillian would send a 
donation to Maryville, even though “she 
didn’t have a lot of money,” Beverly said 
in her letter.

“She still felt a part of St. Mary’s,” 
Beverly said. “It made a huge impact on 
her.”

Oldest Maryville Alum, Lillian Foley

Lillian strikes a pose for the camera as she enjoys 
the California sunshine.



If you would like 
to receive periodic 
e-mail notices from 
Maryville with 
updates on our 
programs and events, 
please send your 
e-mail address to 
development@
maryvilleacademy.org.
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Calendar of Events for 
2011

•   Sorrento’s Casino Night
     Sorrento’s Village, Melrose 
     Park
     July 27, 2011

•   Maryville’s 128th
     Birthday
     August 14, 2011

•   Greg Marrero Memorial 
    Ryder Cup Golf 
     Tournament
     Springbrook Golf Course, 
     Naperville
     September 30, 2011

For more information on  
upcoming events, please visit:  
www.maryvilleacademy.org or 
call the Maryville Development 
Office at 847-294-1982.

1150 North River Road 
Des Plaines, IL 60016-1290
www.maryvilleacademy.org
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*Maryville does not share any donor 
information, email addresses or mailing 
lists with third party organizations, 
institutions or vendors.

Rebuilding lives...
Rekindling spirits...

Renewing hope...

S I N C E

For more than a century, Maryville has 
reached out to shelter boys and girls who 
cannot live safely at home. Many of these 
children have been abused -- physically, 
sexually and emotionally. 

Today, Maryville still cares for the most 
neglected and forgotten children in 
Illinois. Maryville has thrived over the 
decades through the sacrifices of 
thousands of individuals who understand 
the need and want to help.

Unfortunately, the need has not changed 
over the last 100 years. You can still make 
a difference in the lives of the thousands 
of children that Maryville cares for by 
including Maryville in your will, life 
insurance or IRA rollover.  These simple 
and inexpensive steps will create a legacy 
for you and your family and help secure 
the future of Maryville for many children 
for the next 100 years.

For information, please contact Daniel 
Summins, Development Director at 
summinsd@maryvilleacademy.org or
847-294-1950.

Rebuilding lives...

Rekindling spirits...

Renewing hope... 

Creative, successful, and with a distaste 
for waste, Francine Spacek has found 
a way to scratch itches and make people 
happy at the same time. 

And that has happened 2,664 times over 
the past eight years.

We should explain. 

As an interior designer, Francine watched 
for years in dismay as high quality 

designer fabrics would be tossed in the 
dumpster when a manufacturer 
discontinued a design. 

“I would hear of various groups making 
quilts for the boys in Iraq or women 
knitting booties for children, and I 
thought, ‘What if I could find volunteers 
to use these materials—expensive imports 
from Italy, France, Spain—to make quilts 
for children with life-threatening illnesses 
to bring some comfort to these children 
and their families.’”

No quilter, seamstress or sewer, Francine 
set out to find volunteers who quilt. She 
found them at senior centers, quilting 
guilds, scout groups, and even returned 
to her own junior high, Lincoln, in Park 
Ridge, to solicit talented and sometimes 
idle fingers. They have made 2,664 quilts.

“I love children, but never have had any of 
my own. This gets my kid fix in,” laughed 

Francine, who has delivered more than 50 
quilts to the Children’s Healthcare Center 
after she was discovered by Maryville’s 
Nancy Woulfe, marketing director, 
more than a year ago. In many instances, 
Francine brings the quilts to the hospital, 
but never sees the child receive the gift, 
because of hospital regulations. So she is 
thrilled when she delivers one in person, as 
she often does at the Children’s Healthcare 
Center. She even had one made for the 
Center, a beautiful design that now hangs 
in the Center’s hallway.

On a recent visit, she was introduced to a 
newborn, born prematurely on March 2.
“She was seven weeks old, but she was 
tiny, more like a newborn,” Francine 
recalled. “I was just delighted they let me 
hold her for about a hour and a half. That 
was heaven.”

Which is surely Francine’s ultimate 
destination.

Creative Quilting

Francine Spacek and Lupita, one of many happy 
recipients of her quilts.


