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Maryville Guardian Medallion Award Gala
It was the hometown favorite who won the 
medal at our 5th Annual Guardian 
Medallion Award Gala March 5 at The 
Drake Hotel. Associate Executive Director, 
Cheryl Heyden, was presented with this 
year’s Guardian Medallion Award for her 
nearly 35 years of selfless service to the 
children, families and staff of Maryville.

A five-minute video tracing the highlights 
of Cheryl’s life and career was played to a 
packed ballroom at the hotel. Long-time 
Maryville attorney Frank Pawlak, Board 
Chairman George Rourke, former Board 
Chairman John Madden and Executive 
Director Sister Catherine Ryan all 
congratulated Cheryl for a lifetime of 
service to Maryville. Family Services 
Division Director Nina Aliprandi narrated 
and added her congratulations on the video 
produced by noted film-maker Ben Hollis. 
Ben also produced the video on the Crisis 
Nursery that featured an interview of Sister 
Cathy by veteran broadcaster Lilia Chacon, 
who also served as emcee for the Gala. All 
proceeds from the night benefit the Crisis 
Nursery.

A resounding rendition of the national 
anthem was sung by Wayne Messmer and 
his wife, Kathleen. Wayne then gave a 
spirited performance as the auctioneer for 
four coveted prizes. Creating perhaps the 
biggest buzz was the bidding for a week in 
September with the Heisman Trophy. That 
iconic award was won in 1953 by Notre 
Dame great Johnny Lattner, a long-time 
Maryville supporter. The winning bid for 
the Heisman came from Joe and Anne 
Linnen, who is the co-chair of the Crisis 
Nursery Advisory Board. Messmer also 
collected an additional $1,000 for us by
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Cheryl Heyden, Maryville Associate Executive Director,
accepting the Guardian Medallion Award.

Wayne and Kathleen Messmer (above) begin the 
evening with their rendition of our national anthem.
Joe and Anne Linnen (below) posing with another 
“star” of the evening, Johnny Lattner’s 1953 Heisman 
Trophy. 

Maryville Guardian Medallion Award Gala photos by 
Amy Boyle Photography.

singing “O Canada” after a spontaneous 
request to celebrate our neighbors to the 
north.

Getting one of the biggest hands of the 
night was Monalisa Williams who spoke of 
her experience at the Crisis Nursery. She 
was also featured on the video along with 
Crisis Nursery director Amy Kendal-Lynch.

Thanks go out to all of our supporters who 
came in miserable weather and to all of our 
generous supporters who donated items for 
the live and silent auctions. 



2

Sr. Catherine M. Ryan, O.S.F.
Executive Director

ryanc@maryvilleacademy.org

A Message from Maryville’s 
Executive Director
This issue of The Voice features articles on 
helping others support the next generation.  
Gloria Randle Scott, an educator and the first 
African-American to head the Girl Scouts 
observed that:

“The critical responsibility for the generation 
you’re in is to help provide the shoulders, the 
direction, and the support for those generations 
who come behind.”

In this issue, we tell the story of David Purtell 
who is one of Maryville’s most loyal supporters. 
As this issue’s story relates, he first began 
supporting Maryville shortly after World War 
II. What a great story his life and his support 
are for the next generation.

We also tell the story of Amber Kent, who was 
a mother with few options. She was pregnant 
and had no one to help with her one-year-old, 
but learned about the Crisis Nursery while

getting a prenatal check-up at Northwestern 
Memorial Hospital. When she was about to give 
birth, she brought her baby to the nursery and 
felt confident that her child would be well take 
care of. The photo and story provides evidence 
of Amber’s contentment and her care for the 
next generation.

At our Gala in early March, hundreds of our 
friends turned out to support the good work 
that we provide each day to parents like Amber 
who need help in times of crisis. 

Together, Maryville and you, our generous 
friends, provide the shoulders, the direction, 
and the support for the next generation of 
parents and children.  The children and staff of 
Maryville thank you. 

Peace and all good.

Sister Catherine M. Ryan, O.S.F.
Executive Director
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In the news....

Nursing Through Transition
The Maryville Children’s Healthcare Center, one of only two transitional homes for medically fragile children in Illinois, was featured 
in an article on the Advance for Nurses website. You can read the article in its entirety by visiting their website at 
www.nursing.advanceweb.com.

Maryville on the Radio
Maryville can now be heard live on the radio
every week. WJJG 1530AM hosts the show, 
T&T, every Thursday from 12pm - 1pm. To 
listen to the show, tune your AM dial to 1530 
or listen via the web on WJJG’s website at
www.wjjgam1530.com.

Jen School Art Project
Students of Maryville’s Jen School attended 
a painting workshop focused on ocean life. 
They worked with acclaimed artist Ron 
Steven, from Vancouver, using his “dot 
system” style of painting. Their finished 
paintings appeared at a dive and scuba 
show and then will be auctioned off as a 
fundraiser for Jen School.

The story was featured in an article by Eileen O. Daday in the Daily Herald. You can 
read the article in its entirety by visisting www.dailyhearald.com.
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While pregnant with her second child 
and getting ready to give birth, Amber 
Kent was handed a Crisis Nursery 
brochure by staff at Northwestern 
Memorial Hospital.

With no one to call on to care for her 
one-year-old, Nolen, the timing could 
not have been more perfect.

“I was about to go to the hospital to have 
Asia (now a year old, and a regular now 
at the Crisis Nursery). I had heard about 
the crisis nursery that was in 
Champaign, so I was kind of familiar, 
but Nolen was a little nervous when we 
got here. The nurse and doctor checked 
him out, and he got comfortable. I saw 
the kids (already at the Crisis Nursery) 
and was impressed with everything.”

It was just hours later, back at 
Northwestern, that Amber gave birth to 
Asia. From her hospital bed, she called 
the Crisis Nursery to check on Nolen. 

“He was adjusting. That was great to 
hear,” Amber recalled.

Since that initial visit in November of 
2009, Amber has often returned to the 
Crisis Nursery from her home in West 
Humboldt Park.

In late January she paused to discuss her 
experiences with the Crisis Nursery while 
she dressed Asia in her snowsuit and 
placed her in her stroller, aided by Katie 
Howard, a family advocacy worker at 
the nursery.

“Sometimes I just get cabin fever and 
need a break. It was three weeks after 
Christmas and I hadn’t had a break. You 
can only watch Dora the Explorer so 
many times. I was at the video store and 
one was crying and the other pulling on 
me” Amber said. “There are days when 
we can flow, when we are on peaceful 
water. Then there are days when we’re 
rocking the boat. That’s when I call the 
Crisis Nursery.”

Amber Kent

For years, Dave Purtell would sit down 
and write a check for Maryville just 
before Christmas. Last Christmas, as 
has been his custom since 1946, Dave 
remembered the Maryville children with 
a check. 

Now 96, Dave, the retired director of 
the Chicago Police Department’s crime 
lab, is by anyone’s account Maryville’s 
longest and most loyal supporter.
His first brush with Maryville came 
in a macabre manner. While still a 
young policeman, Dave accompanied 
an investigator from the Cook County 
State’s Attorney’s office to a gravesite 
that had been desecrated. The grave was 
the final resting place for a teenage girl 
from Maryville who had died of natural 
causes, Dave recalled for the Voice in a 
recent interview. 

“We talked to the people at Maryville 
that day, and it (the investigation) ended 
after that first visit. I’ve been a 
contributor ever since,” Dave said. 

In his long career with the Chicago 
Police Department, “I worked all the 
big cases,” Dave said, including the 
investigation into the 1955 murders of 
three boys on the Northwest Side, Robert 
Peterson and John and Anton Schuessler. 
Dave also worked on the federal pros-
ecution of mob boss Paul “The Waiter” 
Ricca. He retired as a captain in 1974.

Since 1985 Dave has lived in 
Clearwater, Fla., and has dutifully 
remembered Maryville. “My wife 
(Elizabeth), and I never had children, so 
I took an interest in Maryville and Mercy 
Mission,” Dave said.

A graduate of Tilden Tech High School 
on the South Side and an Army veteran 
of World War II, Dave went on to go to 
night school and graduated from 
Northwestern University.

Asked how much he thought he has 
contributed to Maryville over the years, 
Dave said, “I wouldn’t be able to guess.”

 
His generosity has precedent, he said. 

“My mother (Nora) supported Maryville, 
too,” he said. “That’s more than a 
century of the Purtell family’s support.”

For that the children of Maryville and 
its alumni children, now mostly adults, 
thank Dave and his family.

One Hundred Years of Giving

Dave Purtell examining documents as head of the 
Chicago Police Department’s Crime Lab.

Amber Kent and her daughter, Asia, at the Crisis 
Nursery.
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Calendar of Events for 2011

•   Ed Block Courage Award/
     Ed McCaskey Scholarship     
     Luncheon
     Maryville Des Plaines Campus 
     April 5, 2011

•   Parent Resource Fair
     Merrimac Park, Chicago
     April 9, 2011

•   Maryville Crisis Nursery Tea 
     and Fashion Show
     Sunset Ridge Country Club
     May 12, 2011

•   Maryville Cruise Fundraiser
     Navy Pier, Chicago
     June 22, 2011

•   Maryville Gleason Cup 
     Invitational
     Evanston Golf Club, Skokie 
     July 18, 2011

•   Greg Marrero Memorial 
    Ryder Cup Golf Tournament
     Springbrook Golf Course, Naperville
     September 30, 2011

For more information on  
upcoming events, please visit:  
www.maryvilleacademy.org or call 
the Maryville Development Office  
at 847-294-1982.

1150 North River Road 
Des Plaines, IL 60016-1290
www.maryvilleacademy.org
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*Maryville does not share any donor information, 
email addresses or mailing lists with third party 
organizations, institutions or vendors.

Rebuilding lives...
Rekindling spirits...

Renewing hope...

S I N C E

If you would like to receive 
periodic e-mail notices from 
Maryville with updates on 
our programs and events, 
please send your e-mail 
address to development@
maryvilleacademy.org.

Thoughts on Giving…

Giving is one of life’s great 
satisfactions, especially when 
you know that your gifts will 
improve the lives of others. 
Generations of children and 
families have reached their 
fullest potential because 
individuals and families 
remembered Maryville in their 
will, trust or estate. Join the 
Maryville Visionary Society 
today, by designating 
Maryville in your will, life 
insurance or other estate 
plans. Experience the 
satisfaction of knowing that 
with your support, Maryville 
will be able to help the next 
generation of children in 
need.

For information, please 
contact Daniel Summins, 
Development Office at 
847-294-1950 or summinsd
@maryvilleacademy.org.

Rebuilding lives...

Rekindling spirits...

Renewing hope... 

Board Member - Kathleen K. DeVine, Director
The newest member to Maryville’s Board of Directors is Kathleen K. DeVine.
  
Kathy founded DeVine Healthcare Consulting in 2008 after more than 25 years in direct leadership 
and management. Just prior to forming DeVine Healthcare, she served as the President and Chief 
Executive Officer of Catholic Health Partners/St. Anthony Hospital, a Catholic inner-city hospital 
serving the southwest side of Chicago.  Kathy received the Jonas Salk award for leadership from the 
March of Dimes in 2006.  She, her husband and children reside in Chicago.

Maryville Alum Jack Hurley
Jack Hurley came to St. Mary’s Training School in 1938 at the age of five.  
He returned recently to look for old photos of the school, the grounds, the 
staff and the kids for the autobiography he is writing, “7-11, a Journey.” 
The 7-11 refers to his birth date of 7/11/1932. Jack was 12 when he left 
us, but it’s always good to hear back from one of our alums. He stands 
next to a photograph of the children here in 1940.


