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Ed McCaskey Scholarship Luncheon 
With shoulders as wide as the horizon, 
Bears nose guard Anthony Adams 
provided the star power at the Ed 
McCaskey Scholarship luncheon, but it 
was the Ehrich brothers who stole the show. 

Recipients of Maryville scholarships, 
Joseph Ehrich, 19, spoke first to the crowd 
of more than 200 gathered in Maryville’s 
North Gym on April 5. He recalled how at 
the age of four he left an abusive and cha-
otic biological family to come to Maryville 
along with his older sibling, Andrew.

“I want to thank Maryville for being my 
family when I had no family, and for 
making a difference in my life,” said 
Joseph, a freshman at the University of 
Illinois, Champaign-Urbana. He graduated 
in the top 10 percent of his class from 
Peotone High School and wants to be a 
veterinarian.  Older brother, Andrew, 
21, stepped to the podium and asked the 
crowd, “How do you follow that?”  He 
answered his own question by giving 
another solid speech. 

“I was fortunate enough to have come 
to this place as a child armed with the 
knowledge that as long as I am willing to 
help myself accomplish what I set out to 
accomplish, that I had people behind me 
that would help me as well.  These people 
here on this campus; the nurses, the doctors, 
the secretaries, the sisters, the priests, the 
staff members, the house directors, and the 
therapists that work here have always been 
there for me,” Andrew said.

At the conclusion, outgoing board chair-
man George Rourke stood up clapping, 
joined by Bears head coach Lovie Smith 
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Maryville is a child care organization rooted in 

Catholic social teaching and dedicated to the 

preservation of the dignity of children at every 

age.

Mission

Maryville’s mission is to help children and 

families to reach their fullest potential by 

empowering intellectual, spiritual, moral and 

emotional growth.

Vision

Maryville’s children will achieve personal and 

spiritual fulfillment as they become contributors 

to their communities and citizens of the world.

Chicago Bear Anthony Adams (l to r) posed with scholarship 
recipients Andrew Ehrich and his younger brother Joseph.

and the rest of the luncheon audience. 

Smith, Adams, former Bears stars James 
“Big Cat” Williams, and Glen Kozlowski 
signed countless autographs and posed for
photos with fans and Maryville supporters. 

Bears play-by-play announcer and WBBM 
780 sportscaster Jeff Joniak emceed the 
event attended by several members of the 
McCaskey family, including the matriarch, 
Virginia, widow of Ed McCaskey and 
daughter of Bears founder George Halas.  
In speaking for the family at the luncheon, 
Halas’ grandson, Pat McCaskey reminisced 
about his youth attending St. Mary’s 
School in Des Plaines.

In thanking the McCaskeys and Maryville 
for the award, Adams also thanked God, 
Coach Smith, and then Joniak “for lying 
so much about me.” In his concluding 
remarks, Adams thanked Outback Steak
house for providing the wonderful food for 
the luncheon, but the 300-pounder 
provoked a big laugh when he assured 
Coach Smith:

“All I had was the salad, Coach.”
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A Message from Maryville’s 
Executive Director
Good News in this issue of the Voice!

Joseph and Andrew Ehrich, two of our graduates, 
did an outstanding job of representing them-
selves and all Maryville scholarship recipients 
as they spoke at the McCaskey Scholarship 
Luncheon.  They expressed their appreciation 
to Virginia McCaskey, all the McCaskey family, 
and the scholarship donors for making it 
possible for Maryville children to achieve higher 
education.

In  a ceremony last month at Mother McAauley 
High School, Mary Rose Campbell, Dana Ford, 
Alexis Hudson, Christine Igiewe, Meghan 
Johnson, and Nia Robinson spoke of their 
dreams of service while they are studying at 
Mother McAuley with scholarships from

Maryville. They expressed their appreciation for 
the annual Maryville scholarships for children 
in Catholic high schools.

Lt. Colonel John Gilbert (U.S. Army Ret.), a 
Maryville alum, represents in many ways what 
we hope and pray all of our precious children 
will be as they mature and give back to society.  
In this issue, you will read John’s philosophy 
and life of service.

We are proud of all these Maryville children 
and graduates

Peace and all good.

Sister Catherine M. Ryan, O.S.F.
Executive Director
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In the news....
Fifth Annual Parent Resource Fair
On April 9 the 5th Annual Parent Resource 
Fair was held at Merrimac Park on the Northwest 
Side, just a few blocks east of the Crisis Nurery. 
More than 20 organizations participated in the 
free event. Special appearances were made by 
the Chicago Police Canine Unit and the Easter 
Bunny. Old Navy donated a number of items 
that were raffled off over the course of the day.
Maryville thanks the Chicago Police Department 
16th District, Old Navy, Merrimac Park, all the 
sponsors and participating organizations, and 
Maryville staff and volunteers. Newly elected 
Alderman Timothy Cullerton and State Senator 
John Mulroe helped Sister Cathy launch balloons 
to conclude this year’s very successful fair.

Maryville Special Events & Sports Complex
Hosting a social gathering? Need a gym or baseball 
field for an event? Want to do off-site training 
in a classroom set-up? Look no further, the 
Maryville Special Events & Sports Complex can 
help you host your event. For more information, 
visit our website at maryvilleacademy.org under 
the Programs tab or call 847-294-1881.

Sims Triplets
Rose Sims shows off her adorable daughters, 
(l to r) Kiera, Carmen, and Rose, for the 
camera, while visiting the Maryville Crisis 
Nursery. 

Commander David McNaughton, (l to r) 16th 
District, Chicago Police Department; Sr. 
Catherine Ryan, O.S.F.; State Senator John 
Mulroe; Amy Kendal-Lynch, Director of Maryville 
Crisis Nursery; and Alderman Timothy Cullerton 
gather for the balloon release during the Fifth 
Annual Parent Resource Fair.
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One of our older alums came to our March 
gala and charmed our present staff with 
tales of his days at Maryville, or as it was 
known during the Great Depression, St. 
Mary’s Training School for Boys. 

Now an 83-year-old retired U.S. Army Lt. 
Colonel, John Gilbert was kind enough 
to send us an email called “Letter of Life” 
in which he described his life at St. Mary’s 
and his life thereafter, a remarkable and 
successful odyssey, by any measure.

John arrived at the age of nine at St. 
Mary’s and now describes himself as a 
“normal kid” who got into his share of 
trouble but got good grades. He worked 
in the shoe factory, learned lots of trades, 
set up traps by the river to catch mink 
and muskrat and then skinned them and 
peddled the pelts. Very enterprising.

When he graduated in 1946, he had 
finished his formal education. There were 
15 students in his class, eight girls and 
seven boys. 

“When I graduated, I looked down at my 
hands and told myself ‘nobody is going 
to hand it to you anymore’ and from that 
point I made a plan for my life,” John 
wrote.

He went on to learn a lot more about the 
world in the U.S. Army, where he became 
an officer, reaching the rank of Lieutenant 

Colonel. He was married twice and
fathered eight children, and served in 
Korea, Vietnam, and Germany. He was 
decorated numerous times for his service, 
including the Legion of Merit. In addition, 
he was honored by the Korean and 
Vietnamese governments. He’s a survivor.

“While in the service I was in a jeep 
accident, a plane crash and I fell in a 
foxhole at night-- all of which damaged 
my spine. I have had four back surger-
ies, have only one eye left, and I have a 
profound hearing loss,” John wrote.

After he left the Army, he worked as a 
civilian in Vietnam (he was one of the last 
Americans to leave when the South 
Vietnam government collapsed in 1975) 
and for Bell Helicopter in Iran. He also 
worked for 15 years for General Dynamics 
in Indonesia, Venezuela, Egypt and Israel. 

“It has been almost twenty years since I 
last retired. What I have been doing to 
keep busy. First, I do a lot of pro bono 
work in the fields of taxes, financial 
planning, immigration, helping veterans 
and assisting people with their problems. I 
recently worked a gas and oil well 
evaluation issue. I still do odd repair jobs 
in the trades I learned at St. Mary’s. I have 
traveled a lot. My children are scattered 
all over the United States. I visit them. We 
gather together for vacations. A couple of 
years ago I hosted twenty-eight of the

family at Lake Tahoe for a ski adventure.”

Whew. 

Bob Hope would sing “Thanks for the 
Memory” and Jimmy Stewart could star in 
what could be called a “Wonderful Life.”

We at Maryville are grateful to John 
Gilbert, who was known at St. Mary’s as 
John Russell Pelletier, for keeping in touch 
and sharing his rich and full life.

U.S. Army Lt. Colonel John Gilbert (Retd)

U.S. Army Lt. Colonel John Gilbert and his fiancee, 
Jan, stopped for a photo opportunity at the Maryville 
Guardian Medallion Award Gala in March.

Mother McAuley 
Scholarship Donor 
Luncheon
Six Mother McAuley High School students 
received scholarships at the Scholarship Donor 
Luncheon on April 7 at Mother McAuley High 
School. The annual event brings scholarship 
donors and students together as a way for 
the students to express their gratitude for the 
financial support.  The six students were: Mary 
Rose Campbell, Dana Ford, Alexis Hudson, 
Christine Igiewe, Meghan Johnson and Nia 
Robinson.  Christine, a graduating senior, 
spoke of Maryville’s generosity and about the 
positive impact that the  scholarship has had on 
her family.  She will pursue a degree in nursing 
at Southern Illinois University in the fall.

Passing of the Torch

George Rourke (right) steps down as Chairman of the Maryville Board of Directors 
as Richard Devine (left) assumes the responsibility. George will remain on the Board
as a Director.
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Calendar of Events for 2011

•   Maryville Crisis Nursery 
     Arts & Carafes
     Homey Gallery, Chicago
     May 20, 2011

•   Maryville Cruise Fundraiser
     Navy Pier, Chicago
     June 22, 2011

•   Maryville Gleason Cup 
     Invitational
     Evanston Golf Club, Skokie 
     July 18, 2011

•   Greg Marrero Memorial 
    Ryder Cup Golf Tournament
     Springbrook Golf Course, Naperville
     September 30, 2011

For more information on  
upcoming events, please visit:  
www.maryvilleacademy.org or call 
the Maryville Development Office  
at 847-294-1982.

1150 North River Road 
Des Plaines, IL 60016-1290
www.maryvilleacademy.org
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*Maryville does not share any donor information, 
email addresses or mailing lists with third party 
organizations, institutions or vendors.
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Renewing hope...

S I N C E

If you would like to receive 
periodic e-mail notices from 
Maryville with updates on 
our programs and events, 
please send your e-mail 
address to development@
maryvilleacademy.org.

Thoughts on Giving…

Giving is one of life’s great 
satisfactions, especially when 
you know that your gifts will 
improve the lives of others. 
Generations of children and 
families have reached their 
fullest potential because 
individuals and families 
remembered Maryville in their 
will, trust or estate. Join the 
Maryville Visionary Society 
today, by designating 
Maryville in your will, life 
insurance or other estate 
plans. Experience the 
satisfaction of knowing that 
with your support, Maryville 
will be able to help the next 
generation of children in 
need.

For information, please 
contact Daniel Summins, 
Development Office at 
847-294-1950 or summinsd
@maryvilleacademy.org.

Rebuilding lives...

Rekindling spirits...

Renewing hope... 

“Everything from soup to nuts,” said 
Thrift Shop volunteer Adriean Mikeska 
one bright Spring day, motioning to the 
items for sale.

On this day, Adriean was joined by fellow 
volunteers Elizabeth Hardesty, Eileen 
Rumpsa and Zofia Solinski manning the 
Thrift Shop at the northwest corner of the 
Des Plaines campus.

Not just soup and nuts, the shop is 
crammed with children’s clothes ($4 a 
bag), men’ and women’s clothes, a $20 
television console (light oak), luggage, 
books, stereos, a $30 dresser, roller skates, 
toys, an ironing board. On one table were 
Mother’s Day and Graduation cards
The most expensive item they recall 
selling?

“A nice dining room table with chairs for 
$100,” recalled Elizabeth Hardesty. “And 
we had a leather Bulls jacket that went for 

$60.”

The best bargains?

“Designer clothes and handbags,” opined 
Eileen Rumpsa, who has been volunteering 
at Maryville for more than 20 years, 
recalling her days at Columbus-Maryville 
on the North Side of Chicago. 

The day we visited there was a special 
table set up for Easter, with bunnies and 
candy at bargain prices.

Bargain?

“Sure we bargain. Just make us an offer—
within reason,” said Eileen. “There’s a lot 
of treasures here.”

Donations to the shop are tax-deductible 
and the proceeds go to help the Maryville 
Crisis Nursery on the city’s Northwest 
Side.

The Thrift Shop would be a great place for

stocking up for a college-bound 
youngster’s dorm room.

Just so our readers know, the Thrift 
Shop, located on the north side of the Des 
Plaines Campus, is open Monday through 
Friday from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  
Donations are taken at the warehouse 
Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. to 
4 p.m.

Volunteering

Thrift Shop volunteers: (l to r) Zofia Solinski, Eileen 
Rumpsa, Elizabeth Hardesty, and Adreian Mikeska.


