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Maryville Resident Comes Full Circle
Escaping from an abusive stepfather in 
Chicago’s Uptown neighborhood, 12-year- 
old Kathryn arrived at Herrick House in 
Bartlett as a ward of the state in 1973, 
alone, unsure of her future, and scared.

Speaking about her life at home, Kathryn 
Benton recalled: “The court had said it 
wasn’t safe for me. I was frightened and 
wondered what was going to happen to 
me.” She remembers Herrick House as a 
building that looked like a hospital from a 
movie set in the 1940s.

“It was like a huge dormitory, like beds in 
a hospital. The people who worked there 
were really nice; they educated us, too,” 
Kathryn recalled.  Within four months, 
Kathryn was placed in a foster home in the 
southern suburbs with two teachers who 
already were caring for six other girls.

“They had been taking foster children in 
for years and were just about getting ready 
to stop, but they met me and they liked 
me, so I stayed all the way through college. 
They’re my family now.”

In college at Mount Vernon Nazarene 
College, in Ohio, she studied art and met 
her husband, Kevin. They lived in Ohio 
for the next 20 years and had two children. 
Then, about nine years ago, they moved 
to Colorado; last year they moved back to 
Bartlett when Kevin took a job with Sears.

“In March, I was driving by the Maryville 
Eisenberg campus in Bartlett, and saw the 
Maryville sign, and thought ‘that looks 
familiar.’ I researched a little and found out 
it was where the Herrick House had been,” 
Kathryn told The Voice.
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Maryville Academy is a child care organization 

rooted in Catholic social teaching and dedicated 

to the preservation of the dignity of children at 

every age.

Mission

Maryville Academy’s mission is to help children 

and families to reach their fullest potential by 

empowering intellectual, spiritual, moral and 

emotional growth.

Vision

Maryville Academy’s children will achieve personal 

and spiritual fulfillment as they become contributors 

to their communities and citizens of the world.

Kathryn Benton works on an art project with the girls 
from Casa Salama.  She is living proof of expressing 
gratitude for what she received from Maryville years 
ago as well as being a valued volunteer today.  Thank 
you, Kathryn!

After rediscovering the Eisenberg campus, 
Kathryn thought she might have something 
to contribute. As a trained art teacher, 
Kathryn started her own company, Color 
My World, which brings multicultural art 
projects to area schools. Kathryn inquired 
at Casa Salama, a residential treatment 
program located on the Eisenberg campus, 
for young women with both intellectual 
disabilites and mental illness, if she could 
volunteer. 

Kathryn brought her expertise back to 
Maryville as she worked with the girls at 
Casa Salama to paint the wonderfully 
colorful and welcoming signs that greeted 
visitors for Friends and Family Day in 
August. She also volunteers on weekends 
giving art lessons and sharing her talents 
with the girls.

“I knew I wanted to give back. So I guess 
you could say I’ve come full circle,” 
Kathryn said. “I feel it’s where I’m 
supposed to be.”

“ I knew I wanted to 
give back. So I guess you 
could say I’ve come full 
circle,” Kathryn said. “I 
feel it’s where I’m 
supposed to be.” 
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A Message from Maryville’s 
Executive Director
In this issue of The Voice, we feature a 
story about Kathryn Benton, who volun-
teers at Casa Salama teaching art to our 
intellectually disabled girls. Her arrival 
at our Eisenberg campus earlier this year 
was a homecoming of sorts.

As the story relates, Kathryn was a young 
ward of the state when she arrived at the 
old Herrick House. She spent time with 
us, then was placed in a loving foster 
home and later had her own family.

 

It is heartening to see our alums do as well 
as Kathryn and surely heartwarming to all 
of us at Maryville that she has returned to 
“give back” to Maryville. 

We know that our children go on to other 
lives when they leave us and we hope and 
pray they find happiness and live fruitful 
lives. Kathryn’s story puts a spring in the 
step of all of us at Maryville.

Peace and all good.

Sister Catherine M. Ryan, O.S.F.
Executive Director
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In the news....
Center for Children Fundraiser
Sorrento’s Restaurant on Mannheim Road in 
Melrose Park hosted a fundraiser for Maryville, 
including a live broadcast of the event from 
WJJG AM.  Maryville thanks The Gazzano 
Family, Joe Gentile, John Divita and everyone 
at WJJG, along with Maryville friends and staff, 
for making the evening a success.

Staff Appreciation Luncheon
Maryville staff enjoyed a luncheon hosted by 
Human Resources to honor staff members for 
their dedication to the children in Maryville’s 
care.  Almost 80 employees were recognized for 
5, 10, 15, 20 and 25 years in helping to fulfill 
the Maryville Mission of rebuilding lives, 
rekindling spirits and renewing hope.

Center for Children Open House
On a beautiful and balmy evening, friends 
and families gathered at the Maryville Center 
for Children for an open house on October 
7.  Food, beverages, live music (performed by 
St. Patrick High School’s Jazz Ensemble), and 
guided tours of the Crisis Nursery and the Chil-
dren’s Healthcare Center were enjoyed.  Among 
those present were: Sr. Catherine M. Ryan, 
O.S.F., Maryville’s Executive Director, State

Representative Joseph Lyons, members of the Maryville Board of Directors and Crisis 
Nursery Advisory Board and representatives of the Chicago Police Department.
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Years ago, Samuel Caminiti Jr. decided 
that he needed to thank Maryville for all 
that it had done for his mother, Mary 
McDonough. So Sam Jr. decided to make 
Maryville and Jen School the beneficiary 
of a generous gift from his life insurance 
policy.  

Sam Jr. grew up hearing stories about 
Maryville and the year that his mother 
spent there after two tragedies in her 
young life.  She lost her parents in a 
theatrical fire in her early teens.  A 
family friend, Aunt Crysta, took Mary 
in as her own child.  Aunt Crysta passed 
away before Mary turned 16.  She was 
placed at St. Mary’s (now Maryville). 
According to Sam Jr.’s widow, Judith 
Caminiti, the stories were all good.

 “He would recall his mother’s tales of 
the girls at St. Mary’s and the fun they 
had.  Life-long friendships were formed.  
They’d get together with some frequency 
to catch up on family and friends and, of 
course, to relive the days at St. Mary’s.

Several weeks ago, Sam Jr.’s wife, 
Judith, her daughter Nicole, grand-
daughter, Olivia, and her son-in-law, 
Karl Hajdu, paid a visit to Maryville’s 
Jen School where a plaque commemo-
rates Sam Jr.’s generosity and his wish 
that the funds be used for educational 
purposes.  

After a tour of the school by Dr. Craig 
Maki, Maryville’s Director of Educational 

Services and Anne Craig, school princi-
pal, the family gathered to recall fond 
memories of Sam Jr. and his enormous 
faith, as daughter, Nicole, recalled the 
emphasis placed on respect. 

“He always insisted that everyone 
deserved respect, no matter their station 
in life or who they were or what they 
did.  That person is a child of God and 
deserves respect.  He also taught us that 
we had to trust God, not to question 
people or events, to believe that God 
knows what He is doing.”

Judith Caminiti added: “Sam Jr. had 
such a strong faith and a sense that for 
all the gifts he had been given he needed 
to give back.  He felt particularly that he 
owed Maryville for the gift of his mother, 
whom he adored.  Sam Jr. wrote his 
own prayers when he didn’t know one 
or couldn’t find one that suited his need 
at that moment.  He really trusted his 
God and he passed that trust on to all 
of his children, including our son, Sam 
III, who now runs the plumbing business 
founded by his grandfather.” Sam Jr. 
passed away and services were held at 
the Marian Chapel at Maryville on April 
13, 2008.  

Maryville is blessed with good friends 
and generous donors, like the Caminitis, 
who help us fulfill the Maryville Mission 
each day.

Family Ties Span Generations

Pictured above: Sam Caminiti’s widow, Judith, with 
her daughter, Nicole, son-in-law, Karl Hajdu, and 
granddaughter, Olivia, standing by the commemorative 
plaque honoring Sam’s generosity to Maryville.

The 8th Annual Greg Marrero Memorial 
Golf Tournament was held at Springbrook 
Golf Course in Naperville on September 
24.  The event honors the memory of 
Greg Marrero, a golf pro and Maryville 
volunteer. This year’s tournament brought 
together top players from all over the 
Chicago area to compete for the Marrero 
Cup and to raise funds for the children 
of Maryville.  Forty-four golfers 

participated in a unique 27-hole Ryder 
Cup style of play, forming two teams that 
represented Maryville and Springbrook.  
The Springbrook team took top honors 
and is already making plans to defend 
the cup next year.  Special thanks to 
co-chairs, Frank Pawlak and Mike 
Munro, for helping to make the Marrero 
Tournament a success.

2010 Greg Marrero Memorial Golf Tournament 

Heavy downpours and high winds in the early morning 
gave way to a beautiful sunny day for the 44 golfers 
at Springbrook Golf Course in Naperville.
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Calendar of Events for 2010
•   Maryville Evening of Holiday
     Sights and Sounds
     The Sanfilippo Estate 
     November 13, 2010

•   Maryville CYO Meet the Stars
     Maryville Des Plaines Campus 
     December 4, 2010

For more information on  
upcoming events, please visit:  
www.maryvilleacademy.org or call 
the Maryville Development Office  
at 847-294-1982.

1150 North River Road 
Des Plaines, IL 60016-1290
www.maryvilleacademy.org
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Rebuilding lives...
Rekindling spirits...

Renewing hope...

S I N C E

 

Maryville Evening of
Holiday Sights & Sounds

If you would like to receive 
periodic e-mail notices from 
Maryville with updates on 
our programs and events, 
please send your e-mail 
address to development@
maryvilleacademy.org.

Share Your Blessings ... 
Our friends who remember 
Maryville through a bequest or 
gift annuity become members 
of the Maryville Visionary 
Society. When you create a 
gift annuity or create a gift 
through your will or trust, you 
reaffirm your commitment to 
care for others who are less 
fortunate. As a member of the 
Maryville Visionary Society, 
you provide opportunities 
for education and a healthy, 
happy life for children in 
need from the Chicago area. 
Please consider joining the 
Visionary Society through a 
planned gift. 

For information, please 
contact Daniel Summins, 
Development Office at 
847-294-1950 or summinsd
@maryvilleacademy.org.

                    Maryville Evening of Holiday Sights and Sounds

__ I would like to make _______ reservations at $65 each.
__ I would also like to support Maryville with a gift of $_________.
__ I am unable to attend, but wish to support Maryville with a gift of $_________.

Name__________________________  Address _______________________________________
City____________________________ State _____________________ Zip ________________
Telephone_______________________ Email ________________________________________

__ Check enclosed payable to Maryville 

Please bill my credit card:   ___Visa        ___MC      ___AmEx       ___Discover
Cardholder Name ______________________ Signature _______________________________
Card Number _____________________________  Exp. Date __________________________

Please fill out this card and return to: Development Department, Maryville,
1150 N. River Road, Des Plaines, IL 60016.

The Sanfilippo ‘Victorian Palace’ (www.
placedelamusique.org) is known worldwide 
for its magnificent collections of beautifully 
restored antique music machines, phono-
graphs, arcade machines, chandeliers, art 
glass, the world’s largest restored theatre 
pipe organ, the most spectacular European 
salon carousel in existence, street and tower 
clocks, steam engines and other functional 
mechanical antiques, displayed within a 
breathtaking French Second Empire setting.

Celebrate the holiday season at the 
Maryville Evening of Holiday Sights and 
Sounds at The Sanfilippo Estate in Barrington
Hills. The evening includes a tour of estate 
collections and a Wurlitzer Organ concert. 
Limited seating is available. Proceeds 
benefit the children of Maryville.

When: Saturday, November 13
Time: Doors open at 6:30 p.m. for tours, concert begins at 8:00 p.m.
Cost: $65 per person
Where: Directions will be provided upon the purchase of tickets. Please provide your email address.

For more information, please contact the Development Department at 847-294-1982 or development@maryvilleacademy.org. 
Registration is also available online at www.maryvilleacademy.org under the Events tab.

Dinner is not included; suggested restraurants near the estate are: Kelsey Road House (kelseyroadhouse.com), The Onion Pub & 
Brewery (onionpub.com) and the Mill Rose Inn (millroserestaurant.com).

Rebuilding lives...

Rekindling spirits...

Renewing hope... 


