
It would seem a cliche to say a good time 
was had by all, but each year on Awards 
night, that sums up the evening of fun, 
food and congratulations. 

On June 18, staff and residents filed into 
the North Gym to listen to Evelyn Smith, 
Director of Residential Services, emcee a 
night that honors the year’s achievements 
by our young men and women.
 
Eisenberg staffer Kahea Sammons 
thrilled the crowd at the outset with a 
stirring rendition of “God bless Amerca.”
 
Once again, Mary Kieger, volunteer 
coordinator, shook out her lexicon to find 
just the right words to congratulate each 
boy and girl for what they had 
accomplished during the school year. 

We were honored to have Daily Herald 
Columnist Burt Constable and photo-
grapher George Leclaire join us and filter 
in and out of the festivities, unobtrusively 
snapping shots and talking to the 
children. 

To launch the evening, Executive 
Director Sister Catherine Ryan told 
everyone: “Tonight, we are going to 
celebrate you. We are so proud of you.”

Before we broke for dinner, one of our St. 
Vincent boys, whom we will call Frankie, 
took the mike from Evelyn and exhorted 
the crowd to be all that they could be, 
averring that they could achieve anything 
they wanted.

Then he broke into a clever rap song that 
told a tuneful version of that message. 
A few minutes later, he spoke to Burt 
Constable.

“All my life I was told I couldn’t do 
nothing,” Frankie told Burt. But after 
bouncing through more than a half dozen 
homes and placements, he arrived at 
Maryville six months ago.

“I decided to put in some effort and I 
came out with B’s and C’s. I actually 
cried because I never thought I could 
achieve that.”

Frankie wasn’t crying this night. He was 
all smiles after he walked off the stage 
with his certificate, fending off the high 
fives and the back slaps that followed his 
song.

Moments later, Burt took notes as a 
young Madden resident related how 
she had been abducted at age six from 
West Africa by a man who posed as her 
father, then later assaulted her in this 
country. Now, she is a college sophomore, 
determined to help children from being 
victimized like she had been.

When the evening’s celebration was over, 
our children returned to their homes, 
clutching plaques and awards, proof of 
another great year—-for both children 
and staff.
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 Everyone’s A Winner Tonight

(Above) Maryville Executive Director Sister 
Catherine Ryan greets a little one belonging to 
an award recipient. (Below) Sister Cathy 
congratulates one of our Des Plaines Campus 
residents on his award. (Far below) Daily Herald 
Columnist Burt Constable listens as a young 
woman relates her story.



On a muggy but magical June night, we 
gathered in the North Gym on our Des 
Plaines campus to celebrate all the hard 
work and achievements the children have 
earned this year, aided by the dedication 
of our tremendous staff and help from our 
generous supporters.

Each year, Awards night honors the children 
in our residential programs and Madden 
Center for what they have done in the last 
year. On this year’s joyous, sometimes 
tearful night, one of our St. Vincent boys, 

“Frankie” thrilled us with a message of 
hope for all. 

Then we can also read how one of our girls 
at Casa Salama has been giving back to the 
community by volunteering at an animal 
shelters near our Bartlett campus. 
These children, all of them, give us pride in 
what we do with your help and great 
expectations for their futures.

Peace and all good,
Sister Catherine M. Ryan, O.S.F.
Executive Director
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  A Message from Maryville’s Executive Director

 19th Annual Maryville IPGA Gleason Cup

Thoughts? Questions? Comments? Stories to Share?
Email John Gorman, Editor, at gormanj@maryvilleacademy.org.

On Monday, July 15, Maryville held its annual golf outing. This wonderful event started off with 
(top left) IPGA Executive Director, Mike Miller, (far left) presenting Maryville Executive Director, 
Sister Catherine Ryan, with a check on behalf of the IPGA. (Top right) A number of IPGA 
professionals were on-hand to provide complimentary golf lessons to outing participants. Golfers 
were able to take a break from the heat (bottom left) inside and check out some of the fabulous 
silent auction prizes available for bidding. The outing’s winners (bottom right) flanking Sister 
Cathy were (left to right) John Hendricks, Jim Oberheide, Les Frenzel and Jim Ertman.
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“Victoria,” a nearly-deaf cat that suf-
fers seizures, has lived at the Anderson 
Animal Shelter in Elgin for three years - 
since she was just eight weeks old.  

“Precious,” a nine-year-old pit bull, 
sports cropped ears and a candy pink 
harness, and often hangs out in staff 
rooms instead of her pen.

Then there is “Kayla,” a white pit bull-
cross spotted black like a Dalmatian, all 
wags and wiggles and pink muzzle.

And loving and caring for all of these 
unwanted creatures is “Arielle,” a 
young woman with an intellectual 
disability living on our Eisenberg 
campus. Four days each week Arielle 
(not her real name) has made the 
15-minute trek from Eisenberg to the 
animal shelter to work as a volunteer.

“I like helping people and helping 
animals,” Arielle said. “I just like 
everything about it. I just like being 
there for the animals. We have special 
needs cats that need attention.”

Arielle is 20, has a high school diploma 
and is no longer in school. When she 
came to us, she expressed an interest 

in working with animals, and previ-
ously had volunteered at a shelter, said 
Angela Serritella, a program manager 
at Casa Salama. 

“We started exploring options with her 
for animal shelters,” Angela said. “It’s 
the best thing ever for that child.”

One recent morning, Arielle was upset, 
but Angela knew just how to calm her. 
”I said, ‘Did I show you a picture of 
my kittens?’ “ Angela recounted. “She 
came right over and looked, then said, 
‘Oh my gosh! Are they nursing? Are 
they healthy?’ “

In July, Arielle was interviewed by 
Tribune writer Amanda Marrazzo one 
day at the shelter, explaining how the 
cats and dogs give love and need loving. 
Arielle related that before she came to 
Maryville, she had been in and out of 
more than 30 foster homes in recent 
years. 
 
Arielle knows a good deal about what 
animals require, especially those with 
special needs. Take one of her favorite 
cats, the nearly-deaf Victoria.  “She can 
see and she can meow, but if somebody 
is to do something she can only feel 
their vibrations. She can’t hear them. 
It’s really neat and awesome at the 
same time.”

She pulls for each animal to find a 
permanent home, but admits to some 
sadness when a favorite gets adopted. 

“I got close to one cat really bad,” 
Arielle said. “She would nudge her 
face on my face every day. I’d put my 
hand on her tummy and rub it, and she 
would put her paws on my arm and 
nudge me.”

The cat had seven kittens, all of which 
quickly got adopted. But mama 
remained behind. Then one morning 
Arielle arrived for her shift to dis-
cover an empty cage; the cat had been 
adopted after Arielle went home the 
previous day. 

“I had gotten so close to her,” Arielle 
said. “And I didn’t even get a chance to 
say goodbye.” 

She found another favorite – one that 
also got adopted when Arielle was not 
at the shelter. Ultimately, however, she 
is thrilled the cats have homes and have 
not been returned to the shelter.

Some of the animals that get homes 
later get returned when people 
cannot overcome an animal’s 
challenging behavior or struggle to pay 
for pet food. Asked whether it made her 
sad to see an animal returned, Arielle 
was incredulous.

“Sad?” she said. “It doesn’t make me 
sad. It makes me so mad! I work with 
them every day.”

People gravitate toward the kittens, 
but Arielle is attuned to the needs of 
the older cats that may spend months 
to years sitting in a cage awaiting a 
permanent home.

“In the springtime, in the summer-
time, everybody only wants kittens and 
I don’t think that’s right,” she said. 
“Even though maybe it’s for a little girl, 
or for somebody’s birthday, they just 
want a kitten. But what’s more 
important is a cat needs to be adopted 
more than a kitten. They don’t see that.

“And then,” Arielle added, “some people 
come in and say, ‘It’s more important to 
adopt older cats than kittens,’ but then 
they adopt a kitten anyway!”

Most of the animals in the shelter have 
a story that Arielle knows. But she has 
heard many human tales, as well.

“People come in and I say, ‘What kind 
of animal are you looking for? Do you 
need help with something?’ “ Arielle 
explained. “Then they’ll tell me a story 
of why they are looking, like, ‘My 
animal just passed this morning,’ and 
then they tell me a story about what 
kind of animal they had.” 

But after she hears the human stories, 
she goes back to care for the animals, 
to let them know someone remembers 
their sad stories.  When showing a 
visitor around recently, she poked her 
head into the office where Precious the 
pit bull lay on a blanket.

“Somebody cut her ears back,” Arielle 
says with a frown as she imagines how 
that must have hurt. “She doesn’t like 
other dogs. She’ll fight with them and 
growl at them. But she’s really just the 
sweetest thing. She’ll let you lay with 
her, pet her, she’ll lick your face and 
lay right next to you.

“She is so pretty.”

 Eisenberg Resident Cares for Unwanted Creatures

(Above) Arielle (not her real name) helps 
care for one of the kittens at Anderson 
Animal Shelter in Elgin. (Below) Kayla, a 
shelter dog Arielle helps care for.



 If you would like to receive periodic e-mail notices from Maryville with updates on our 
 programs and events, including our monthly eNewsletter, The Maryville Connection, please send your     
 e-mail address to development@maryvilleacademy.org.
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*Maryville does not share any donor information, email addresses or 
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S I N C E

Life Insurance

Remember when the life insurance agent would stop by to pick up 
a 25-cent policy payment? Many parents established life insurance 
policies for their children, and it’s often the case that those paid-
up policies are forgotten and sitting in a file drawer. If you have 
a policy that you no longer depend on, why not consider making 
the children of Maryville Academy a full or partial beneficiary? You 
can even make a gift of a “premium paying” policy and use those 
premiums as a tax deductible gift.

There are many options available to you in making a gift of life 
insurance.

To find out more, call Dan Summins, Director of Development, at 
(847) 294-1950 or email him at summinsd@maryvilleacademy.org.

Rebuilding lives...

Rekindling spirits...

Renewing hope... 

Maryville is deeply grateful for the 
generous support of organizations who 
share our mission of helping children 
and families to reach their fullest 
potential by empowering intellectual, 
spiritual, moral and emotional growth. 
We cannot have the impact we do on 
the lives of the children and families 
we serve without the support of 
generous partners.

The Maryville Crisis Nursery, our safe 
and secure short-term shelter for 
children of families experiencing a 
crisis, is the recipient of grant awards 
from the following organizations: 
Helen Brach Foundation - $75,000; 
G.A. Ackerman Memorial Fund, 

N.A. Trustee - $50,000; Patrick and 
Anna M. Cudahy Fund - $7,500; 
Cashel Foundation - $5,000; Illinois 
Club for Catholic Women - $3,000; 
and the C. Louis Meyer Family 
Foundation - $2,500. The Maryville 
Crisis Nursery and the other five crisis 
nurseries in the state are members of 
the Crisis Nursery Coalition of Illinois. 
The Coalition was awarded a $3,757 
grant from The Matty Eappen 
Foundation for training and materials 
on abusive head trauma. 

The Hanover Township Mental 
Health Board awarded a $25,000 
grant award for continued support 
of the Music Therapy program on 

Maryville’s Eisenberg Campus. The 
young women with mental health 
issues in the Casa Cariño, Casa Imani 
and Casa Salama programs receive 
weekly music therapy sessions to help 
them heal from past trauma.

The Hattie A. and Marie V. Fatz 
Foundation awarded a $10,000 grant 
award to Maryville.

The McGraw Foundation awarded a 
$5,000 grant award to the Maryville 
Jen School, our special education 
school for boys from Maryville’s 
residential programs and boys from the 
surrounding school districts.

 Maryville Announces Recent Grant Awards


