
We were blessed with great weather at 
both Family and Friends Days this 
summer, one event each at our Bartlett 
and Des Plaines campuses.

Evelyn Smith, director of Residential 
Services, welcomed visitors on July 18 
to our Eisenberg campus, in Bartlett, 
then introduced one of our more talented 
young ladies, who got up and performed 
a very entertaining hula dance. Her 
audience put hands together and showed 
their appreciation. A small but notice-
able contingent from the Bartlett Police 
Department visited and mixed with staff 
and visitors. Although the day was a bit 
muggy, the gathering spent several hours 
enjoying conversation, food and games. 
Eisenberg staffer Kahea Sammons gave 
a sterling performance when she sang for 
the crowd. 

A few weeks later - August 8, to be 
precise - at the Des Plaines campus, we 
had the second Family and Friends Day. 
The gathering took place under cloudless 
skies and comfortable temperatures in 
the high 70s and low 80s. The early 
afternoon event was filled with golf 
games, basketball games (a big favorite), 
some bean bag tosses, and an impromptu 
tossing around of the old pigskin (as 
football season approached). The games 
took place amidst tearful reunions, 
punctuated by hugs and whoops of joy.

After the games, the large crowd of 
revelers repaired to the Stevens Center to 

feast on hamburgers, hot dogs, chicken 
and ribs, and then cooled off with 
watermelon slices for dessert. Hundreds 
of balloons decorated the walls and 
serving areas, to welcome visiting 
toddlers, our youth and other visitors. 
Hardworking staff served up the food 
and kept the long lines moving.
 
More than 30 alums returned to campus 
to celebrate with our children and staff 
and helped decorate the Center. Even 
an alum teacher, Alyson Beucler, the 
founder of our Jen School garden and 
farm stand, returned to campus to visit 
with colleagues and former students.
At the end of the day, our boys returned 
to their homes, reinvigorated by the visits 
from loved ones.
 
On August 14, we celebrated our 130th 
anniversary with a kickoff on our Des 
Plaines campus, and smaller ice-cream 
social celebrations at our other sites. 
Executive Director Sister Catherine Ryan 
welcomed our guests, staff and children. 
Then our children returned the favor, 
wowing Sister with a chorus of Happy 
Birthday, one day before her official 
birthday.

Our friends from Sysco in Des Plaines 
provided the food for the day, while 
volunteers from the Hilton Rosemont 
served up the fare for our children, 
staff and guests, which included several 
alums. 

As a symbol of all these years of caring 
for children, the boys from Des Plaines 
campus and the girls from the Eisenberg 
campus were given 130 marbles that 
stood for all the good things Maryville 
has done for our children for each year 
dating back to 1883. Associate Executive 
Director Cheryl Heyden held the jar for 
the children to fill, which has since been 
displayed at the reception area of the 
Mulcahey Administration building.
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 We Have Been Friends and Family Since 1883

(Above) A joyful mother is reunited with 
her son after years of separation. (Below) 
Maryville’s Associate Executive Director, Cheryl 
Heyden, collects colorful marbles from children and 
staff. Each marble symbolized one of the 130 
years Maryville has been caring for children.



“Believe in the Beautiful!”

Clare (not her real name) has endured 
sorrow after sorrow but this has not 
silenced her hope. As you will see in this 
issue of the Voice, Clare has embraced 
poetry as a way of telling her story and 
announcing her belief in the good. We also 
hear from our Casa Salama leader Liz Pitts 
about the reasons for Poetry Night and the 
therapy it provides our children.

As we approach this holiday season, we at 
Maryville are heartened by the resilience of 
our youth and the compassion of our staff. 
We also count among our many blessings 
our generous donors who make events like 
Poetry Night possible.

Peace and all good,
Sister Catherine M. Ryan, O.S.F.
Executive Director
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  A Message from Maryville’s Executive Director

 11th Annual Greg Marrero Golf Tournament

Thoughts? Questions? Comments? Stories to Share?
Email John Gorman, Editor, at gormanj@maryvilleacademy.org.

The 11th Annual Greg Marrero Memorial Golf Tournament was scheduled perfectly. After a long 
night and morning of heavy rainfall, the heavens smiled down on 67 golfers and gave them a 
few hours of reprieve in the form of sunshine and warm weather. After golf, everyone enjoyed 
an evening of dinner, cocktails and prizes in the warm company of the clubhouse as it began 
to cloud up outside, bringing another round of evening storms. Much appreciation goes out to 
the Maryville Golf Academy, Mike Munro, Frank Pawlak, Paul Piet, Scott Barla, Chuck Lynch, Jiro 
Nakazaki, Greg Viti, Phil McEntee, the staff at Oak Meadows Golf Club and Maryville staff for their 
hard work in making the whole day a success.
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The 19-year-old woman had endured 
much in her young life; too much. Two 
little sisters died in a house fire started 
by a third sibling; her family splintered; 
and her attempts to harm herself landed 
her, repeatedly, in psychiatric hospitals. 

These issues had separated “Clare,” 
not her real name, from her family and 
delayed her high school graduation. For 
months, she had poured out her feelings 
in journals and notebooks that no one 
else saw. 

But on a recent Tuesday evening on 
our Eisenberg campus, Clare stood in 
front of her peers and mentors. Her 
hands shook, but her voice was clear as 
she read from a book of poems she had 
written entitled, “Believe in the 
Beautiful.”

“Trusten is believen.
Believen is your Beauty.
So, trust and Believe the 
world is in Gods hands.
So, Believe in the Beautiful.”

The crowd exploded in applause. Clare 
read three poems before she sat down, 
and later explained, “I like to express 
myself. It gets me focused.”

Once every month, the young women on 
our Eisenberg Campus gather to express 
themselves and share food, fellowship and 
fun. The evening is called “Pepe Night,” 
in honor of Pepe Epting, a former psych 
tech at Maryville Behavioral Health 
Hospital (MBHH). Pepe died in 2012. 
But every Tuesday before his death, he 
would bring in food for his co-workers.

“Pepe wasn’t a rich man,” said 
Elizabeth Pitts, program director for 
Casa Salama on the Eisenberg Campus. 
“It wasn’t that he had this excess money 
and he wanted to buy these friends. “

Instead, said Pitts, “It was about 
building relationships, and the food 
enhanced that.” Pitts worked for a year 
at MBHH, and got to know Pepe. She 
brought Pepe’s basic idea over to the 
Eisenberg campus when she 
transferred there, and added poetry 
readings on top of it.

Liz laughed as she recalled Pepe’s 
fondness for spicy food – and how he 
tried to get others to try it. He often 
brought in unusual foods from Maxwell 
Street that not everybody was familiar 
with – but everybody was willing to try. 
The weekly sessions helped build 
camaraderie among the Maryville 
Behavioral Health Hospital staff.

Camaraderie was building among the 
Eisenberg girls during a recent Pepe 
Night. The girls, some of them toting 
their own babies, cheered and hollered 
for their friends who had the courage to 
stand up and recite poems, sing songs 
or give speeches. Sometimes, a shy 
writer drafted a friend to read in her 
stead.

“What happens to a rejected dream?” 
read one girl for another who did not 
want to stand up. “Does it wait for the 
moment in which it will be seen? Or try 
to break like a rebellious teen?”

     
     “Trusten is believen.
     Believen is your Beauty.
     So, trust and Believe the 
     world is in Gods hands.
     So, Believe in the Beautiful.”

Another shy girl did get up – but sang 
her song with her back to the crowd, 
too nervous to look at their faces. It did 
not matter. The performance was 
beautiful and, again, the crowd went 
wild.

The girls entered to a buffet table laden 
with food. During this particular Pepe 
Tuesday, chicken – some of it spicy - 
celery and carrot sticks, brownies and 
other treats spilled from containers. 
Some of the girls juggled babies along 
with their filled plates, then sat and 
talked with each other. Music – the 
tunes that Pepe loved and used to sing 
to his charges at MBHH – poured from 
speakers.

“This is a wonderful time for you to 
have an opportunity to spend a few 
minutes tonight exchanging conversa-
tions and just having a moment to be in 
the same room,” Liz told the girls.

During one of the early Pepe Tuesday 
sessions, Liz read a poem she wrote, 
entitled “Misunderstood,” about how 
her dream to work as a runway model 
in New York and Paris was set aside 
decades ago when she instead opted to 
move to California and start a family.

“That dream got derailed for life, but 
I’m very happy with how my life turned 
out,” said Liz, a mother and grand-
mother whose daughters went on to 
earn advanced degrees. “But it was an 
opportunity missed.”

She said the poetry aspect of the 
evening is therapeutic for the girls – and 
the staff. “There is no division between 
staff and clients at Pepe Tuesday,” Liz 
added. “Everyone is there expressing 
themselves.”

 Believe in the Beautiful

(Above) “Clare’s” book of poetry. (Below) 
“Clare” stands in front of the “Peace” 
wall at Eisenberg Campus in Bartlett. The 
“Peace” wall showcases some of the girls’ 
different interpretations of what peace 
means to them.



 If you would like to receive periodic e-mail notices from Maryville with updates on our 
 programs and events, including our monthly eNewsletter, The Maryville Connection, please send your     
 e-mail address to development@maryvilleacademy.org.
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*Maryville does not share any donor information, email addresses or 
mailing lists with third party organizations, institutions or vendors.

Rebuilding lives...
Rekindling spirits...

Renewing hope...

S I N C E

Securities

Our memories don’t need to stretch very far to recall the last 
significant decline in the stock market or the bursting of the real 
estate “bubble”. Painful memories have a way of staying alive, 
even after the pain has passed. The truth is, many of us own 
stocks, bonds and mutual funds that have performed very well 
recently.

Did you know that in many cases, it’s smart to use those securities 
rather than cash to make a gift to Maryville Academy? Generally, 
the gift is fully tax-deductible for its fair market value, and capital 
gain taxes can be avoided as well. 

To find out more, call Dan Summins, Director of Development, at 
(847) 294-1950 or email him at summinsd@maryvilleacademy.org.

Rebuilding lives...

Rekindling spirits...

Renewing hope... 

Maryville is deeply grateful for the 
generous support of organizations that 
share our mission of helping children 
and families. We cannot have the impact 
we do on the lives of the children and 
families we serve without the support 
of generous friends and partners. 

The Maryville Crisis Nursery, our 
emergency shelter for children of 
families experiencing a crisis, is the 
recipient of grant awards from the 
following organizations: Helen Brach 
Foundation - $75,000; G.A. 
Ackermann Memorial Fund, N.A. 
Trustee - $50,000; Patrick and Anna 
M. Cudahy Fund - $7,500; Cashel 
Foundation - $5,000, Illinois Club 
for Catholic Women - $3,000; and 

the C. Louis Meyer Family Foundation 
$2,500. The Maryville Crisis Nursery 
and the other five crisis nurseries in the 
state are members of the Crisis Nursery 
Coalition of Illinois. The Coalition 
was awarded a $3,757 grant from 
The Matty Eappen Foundation for 
training and materials on abusive head 
trauma. 

The Hanover Township Mental 
Health Board awarded a $25,000 
grant for continued support of the 
Music Therapy program on Maryville’s 
Eisenberg Campus. The young women 
with mental health issues in the Casa 
Cariño, Casa Imani and Casa Salama 
programs receive weekly music therapy 
sessions.

The Hattie A. and Marie V. Fatz 
Foundation awarded a $10,000 grant 
to Maryville for support of our programs 
and services.

Altria Companies Employee 
Community Fund awarded a $5,830 
grant to the Maryville Jen School for 
a new fence for the student organic 
garden. Hilton Worldwide/ Hilton 
Chicago O’Hare and Hilton Chicago 
Rosemont O’Hare Hotels awarded a 
$5,000 grant to the Jen School to build 
a greenhouse for year-round use. 
McGraw Foundation awarded a 
$5,000 grant for program support of 
the Jen School and the City of Des 
Plaines awarded a $500 grant for 
support of the job skills training program.

 Maryville Announces Recent Grant Awards

Save the Date

Maryville Guardian 
Medallion Award Gala
Saturday, March 1, 2014


