
Green Bay Packers’ memorabilia is 
sprinkled liberally around the office of 
Anne Craig, Jen School’s chief academic 
officer. The word “cheesehead” appears 
here and there, along with references to 
her home state of Wisconsin.

“It’s a way to get the guys engaged, since 
we’re here in Bear country,” she explains 
of her decor. “It gets them bantering 
back and forth.”

Teaching the guys to get engaged in their 
schools and communities is a Jen School 
goal. The boys, from sixth through 12th 
grade, may have traumatic backgrounds, 
mental health issues, learning or intel-
lectual disabilities, or some combination. 
These difficulties have led to struggles 
fitting in within their home schools or 
other settings.

Jen School opened in August 2007 and 
currently serves about 50 boys. Nearly 
two-thirds come from surrounding 
communities, and the rest hail from 
within Maryville’s residential programs. 

“We want to help them become produc-
tive, independent people who can go out 
in the world and succeed at what they 
want to succeed at,” Anne says. 

The name “Jen” comes from Confucian 
philosophy, the essence of which is 

“respectful reciprocity.” Teachers teach, 
but also believe they have much to learn 
from their students. 

Besides the academics, boys get real-life 
experience, such as growing vegetables 
in the garden, working in the kitchen, 
cleaning the school and repairing the 
furniture, among other tasks.

On the wall of a hallway leading to the 
classrooms is an enormous mural of 
handprints, one from every boy who has 
gone through the school. “We want our 
students to feel a part of this school, to 
literally leave their mark,” Anne says. 

The wall also contains paw prints 
representing the canine companions 
that have come to the school in the pet 
therapy program, or with Anne, a foster 
mother to homeless puppies.

On a recent day in the classroom of 
teacher Zak Goad, the students discuss 
lessons from a movie “The Lorax,” 
before donning jackets and making the 
short walk to the gym. 

Once they reach the gym, several boys, 
overcome by spring fever after a long 
winter, begin dashing under the 
bleachers – a forbidden area. One boy, 
we’ll call him “Bill,” is chasing another,
whom we’ll call “Jamal.” 

Bill darts out from underneath the 
bleachers and tries a quick maneuver up 
the bleacher steps. Instead, he smacks his 
leg – hard - against the wood and goes 
down. The nurse is called.

(continued on page 3)
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 Inside Maryville: Jen School

(Above) Jen School’s symbol along with traces 
of the handprints of students and staff adorns 
the entry wall to the Jen School. Local Chef 
Rodelio spent the day working with students in 
the kitchen. 



This issue of the Voice focuses on two of 
our most important subjects: the education 
of our children and their success after they 
leave us.

Joe Ehrich and his brother, Andy, both 
have been recipients of the Ed McCaskey 
Scholarship, and both are Maryville alums. 
Andy is a college graduate, and Joe expects 
to be in just a few months. Joe held the 
crowd in thrall at the McCaskey 
Scholarship/Ed Block Courage award 
luncheon in early April. Stiff competition 
when you have to share the stage with the 

always delightful Patrick McCaskey.

Then join us as we meet some of the 
children and staff at the Jen School on our 
Des Plaines campus and experience some 
“respectful reciprocity.” 

We are blessed to be able to look back and 
forward in the same issue.

Peace and all good,
Sister Catherine M. Ryan, O.S.F.
Executive Director
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  A Message from Maryville’s Executive Director

 Rockin’ the Babies, Center for Children Open      
  House and the Maryville 5K Family Fun Run

Thoughts? Questions? Comments? Stories to Share?
Email John Gorman, Editor, at gormanj@maryvilleacademy.org.
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Patrick Mannelly was gracious; Pat 
McCaskey was funny; and Joe Ehrich 
was eloquent.

The day’s star performers at the annual 
Ed Block Courage Award/Ed McCaskey 
Scholarship luncheon were as perfect 
as the weather on April 8, when several 
hundred Bear fans and Maryville 
supporters crowded the north gym on 
our Des Plaines campus. 

His Bear teammates had nominated 
veteran (16 years and counting) long 
snapper Patrick Mannelly as this year’s 
Ed Block Courage Award winner. 
The luncheon’s host was Bears’ radio 
announcer on WBBM-780, Jeff Joniak. 
He called Mannelly “nothing but a high 
character and high quality football 
player.”

When he accepted the award, Mannelly 
recalled meeting the late Ed McCaskey 
at the Bears’ workout facility in Lake 
Forest, noting that he was the only 
current Bear who had actually met the 
man. By coincidence, the McCaskey 
luncheon was held on the anniversary 
of Ed McCaskey’s death in 2003.

Ed’s son, Pat, took to the podium to 
recall several amusing anecdotes about 
his father. Pat recalled that many 

Catholics used to carry cards in their 
wallets that read: “I am a Catholic. In 
case of an emergency, call a priest.”
Not Ed McCaskey, his son recalled.
“My dad had a card in his wallet that 
read: ‘I am an important Catholic. In 
case of an emergency, call a bishop.’” 

When it came time for him to speak, 
Joe Ehrich thanked the McCaskey 
family for the scholarship that helped 
him attend the University of Illinois in 
Champaign/Urbana. A college senior on 
the cusp of graduating, he recalled his 
days at Maryville.

“Nothing in life is free,” he said, before 
recognizing the sponsors and donors 
who had made his time at Maryville 
helpful and enjoyable. He came to us 
when he was just seven.

When Joe was just a few years old, the 
state removed him and his four older 
siblings from their dysfunctional birth 
home. A string of temporary place-
ments followed. Though he sometimes 
was placed with a sibling, particularly 
his older brother, Andy, all five of the 
young Ehrichs never lived together 
again.

Joe arrived at Maryville a few years 
after being removed from his home, 

and remained with us four years. While 
here, staff helped Joe to control his 
emotions, tamp down his anger and get 
along with the other children. “There 
were always caring staff watching out 
for my peers and myself,” he said.
Later, Joe, spoke with Chicago Sun-
Times columnist Marlen Garcia, who 
wrote about Joe in the April 13 edition. 
The online headline read: “Maryville 
turned U. of I. Student’s life around.”  
http://www.suntimes.com/news/gar-
cia/26783561-452/maryville-turned-u-
of-i-students-life-around.html.

After the interview, Joe and his adoptive 
aunt, Amy Ehrich, whom he refers to as 
his mother, took off for the long drive 
back to their home in Peotone. 

Thanks for the update, Joe. Godspeed.

 Maryville Alum Shares the Spotlight with Chicago Bear

Joe Ehrich (left) and Chicago Bear and Ed 
Block Courage Award winner Patrick Mannelly.

 Inside Maryville: Jen School (continued)

Later, as he sits nursing his leg with an 
ice pack, school counselor Sue Lichner 
reviews the behavior that led up to the 
accident. 

“Were you following the directions and 
running your laps?” she asks.

“Yeah,” Bill responds.

“But then what happened?” she 
continues. “Did you get off track?”
Bill hangs his head and looks away. 
“Yeah.”

“When this happens and someone gets 
hurt, I’m very concerned about it,” she 
responds. Towards the end of the class, 
she brings Jamal and Bill together to 
review the incident.

At the end of the discussion, Bill asks 
Jamal, “Do you forgive me?” 

Jamal smiles. Bill smiles. They fist 
bump.

Still friends. 

Respectful reciprocity.



 If you would like to receive periodic e-mail notices from Maryville with updates on our 
 programs and events, including our monthly eNewsletter, The Maryville Connection, please send your     
 e-mail address to development@maryvilleacademy.org.
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Bequests
When it comes to writing one’s will, most of us first consider how 
we will take care of our families. We want to be fair and not hurt 
feelings. But fair treatment doesn’t always mean equal treatment.
Some family members might require more assistance than others, 
or some may have already been helped substantially during life. 
And what about the people and places who are dear to us who may 
not be related by blood?
There are lessons that can be taught by a careful writing of one’s 
estate plan. Making a gift through one’s will or trust to a char-
ity such as Maryville can teach those we leave behind about the 
values that were dear to us. Such a gift may even encourage your 
loved ones to continue your tradition of supporting our children.

To learn more about making a bequest to Maryville, contact 
Dan Summins at 847-294-1950 or summinsd@maryvilleacademy.org

Rebuilding lives...

Rekindling spirits...

Renewing hope... 

Maryville is deeply grateful for the 
generous support of organizations who 
share our mission of helping children and 
families reach their fullest potential by 
empowering intellectual, spiritual, moral 
and emotional growth. 

We are pleased to announce that the 
Helen Brach Foundation awarded a 
$75,000 grant for continued support of 
the Maryville Crisis Nursery, a 
program that provides immediate 
assistance to children and families 
during their times of greatest need. The 
Helen Brach Foundation has supported 

Maryville for over 20 years and has 
provided program support of the Crisis 
Nursery since 2007. Maryville thanks the 
Helen Brach Foundation for making a 
tremendous difference in the lives of the 
children in our care. 

Maryville is also pleased to announce a 
$5,000 grant from the Richard A. 
Perritt Charitable Foundation for 
support of the Children’s Healthcare 
Center, our community based health-
care program for medically-fragile and 
technology-dependent children with life-
threatening conditions. The 

generosity and kindness of the Richard 
A. Perritt Charitable Foundation will 
brighten the lives of the pediatric patients 
entrusted to us.

We cannot have the impact we do on the 
lives of the children and families we serve 
without the support from generous 
friends and partners like the Helen 
Brach Foundation and the Richard A. 
Perritt Charitable Foundation. Thank 
you for helping us rebuild lives, rekindle 
spirits and renew hope for children and 
families in our community.

 Maryville Announces Recent Grant Awards

2014 Calendar of Events

Maryville Million Dollar 
Mullign
June 5, 6, 7 & 8, 2014

130th Anniversary Mass 
with Cardinal George
Saturday, June 7, 2014

Maryville IPGA Gleason Cup
Golf Invitational
Monday, July 14, 2014


