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When I first came to meet a 

young man, we will call Leo, 

he was diagnosed as an As-

perger’s syndrome child, he 

was alone in his room, in the 

middle of the afternoon, 

sleeping in his bed, with 

nothing, but a tattered pic-

ture hanging on his wall of 

two children walking and 

following a sidewalk towards 

a Christ. It was right then 

that he was highly recruited 

to become a member of the 

Maryville Golf Club team.  

Leo truly represented one in 

need that could benefit in so 

many ways from the golf pro-

gram. First, as a needed 

form of recreational therapy 

and to also aid in building 

his socialization skill. 

Upon encouragement of his 

peer, who we will call Steve, 

a self- proclaimed jock, but 

more importantly his new 

fellow golfing friend. Leo had 

found a life coach in his 

peer. Weekly they would 

take their scheduled PGA 

golf lesson and later in the 

week, travel with the team  

to eat dinner and enjoy the 

winter practice session with 

Mike Munro at the White 

Pines indoor golf dome.  This 

routine continued through 

the cold winter months until 

the arrival of spring. Once 

the weather broke, our 

Thursday indoor team 

practice moved to play 9 

holes at the Rob Roy Golf 

course.  

The first day Leo made it 

to a Thursday night PGA 

All-star Rob Roy golf out-

ing, he made it as far as 

the golf course parking 

lot, where he asked, what 

would happen if I did not 

go any farther then here? 

The response was simple, 

“ Well Leo, we will be 

back in about 2 ½ hours 

you can wait here if you 

want, but there are the 

most incredible, delicious 

cheese burgers in the 

club house and a golf cart 

waiting for us to come out 

and enjoy the game and 

the course, your choice.  

Needless to say, he 

moved on from standing 

still and became accus-

tomed to a new routine, 

golf with friends.  

Leo competed with and 

against other youth in the 

Freedom Golf Invitational 

and was on the winning 

team. His condition hin-

dered him from coming 

down from the bleachers 

onto the main court to re-

ceive the champions honors, 

so the team went up into the 

stands with the trophy and 

shared a very precious 

championship moment. Leo 

continues to be an integral 

part of the Maryville Eagles 

golf team and feels and 

proudly takes credit that he 

is the one responsible for 

the teams’ growth in his 

home. His home, with his 

five fellow golf partners in-

cluding Sister Deloris and 

staff member Jonathon Noll, 

get together weekly for the 

pure love of the game.  His 

new found freedoms in the 

ability to socialize and move 

more freely among others is 

a success story that to this 

day continues to grow in the 

right direction.  

We vow to continue caring 

for his development, beyond 

his discharge and into his 

next placement.  A heart in 

hand approach has driven 

this initiative and is extend-

ed to all of the “Alumni” of 

Maryville Golf Academy.  Leo 

was discharged from 

Maryville on 11/10/2014 to 

live in a home with older 

men with autism. We advo-

cate to his newly appointed 

guardian to help Leo contin-

ue his golf through the PGA 

members and the CDGA 

Sunshine through golf -

Special Olympics program. 
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Maryville Golf Academy offers, de-

serving youth and staff, an introduc-

tion the game of golf.  Which in-

cludes at its core PGA led instruc-

tion, professionally fitted equip-

ment, weekly practices and 9 hole 

competitive rounds. We  will also 

provide job training and work pro-

grams on becoming a caddy, club 

repair technician, golf ball recycling 

and/or golf facility managers assis-

tants.   

We teach a “Fit Fore Golf” program 

to the girls homes on the Eisenberg 

campus in Bartlett.   The lessons 

incorporates physical fitness, nutri-

tion and wellness training into their 

weekly golf practice sessions.  

During the summer months, and 

thanks to our gracious hosts PGA 

Bob Gavlek, PGA Phil Lenz and 

the rest of Bartlett hills golf 

course staff, we have enjoyed 

their hospitality and access to 

play. Each girls’ home come out 

for their scheduled one hour les-

son which starts out  with a nur-

turing, nutritious snack, followed 

by a “health check “related dis-

cussion, light exercise, golf skill 

training and culminates in a guid-

ed experience in competition 

 A sincere thanks to the leadership of PGA member 

Jiro Nakazaki, Maryville staff, and the clients and 

of the Saint Vincent and Saint Martin home and 

Saint George homes boys, who worked to refur-

bished donated golf and supply the outreach pro-

grams participants.  Would like to also continue to 

express our gratitude to the Hansberger family for 

the generous Vulcan golf club donation that is 

worked, to produce custom built sets for 

supporters and the future players. 

Maryville golf club repair built out new Vul-

can sets of equipment for fundraising ef-

forts for different groups of organizations’ 

charities that benefitted from proceeds 

from the raffles and auction items. To 

name a few; Alexian Brothers Hospital, 

Envision, Nazareth school, Great Lakes 

Adaptive Sports Association.   

 

 

SPECIAL RECOGNITION IS IN ORDER 

TO THE FOLLOWING SUPPORTERS IN 

ANSWERING THE CALL FROM GEORGE 

ROURKE AND JACK FLYNN FOR THE 

SUCCESSFUL CLUB REPAIR DONATION 

APEAL: Richard “Moose” Adler Sr, Rich 

Adler, Michael Munro, Mi-

chael Heaton, William 

Rourke, Robert Perkus, Jo-

seph Madden, Kevin 

O’Keefe        Robert 

Schank,  Michael McCor-

mack, James Shea, John 

Kyle, William McNally and 

Tony Riggio.  
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through  playing.  Focus is creat-

ed in a safe atmosphere where 

respect is emphasized and 

where socialization occurs 

through team competition.  Dur-

ing the fall, winter and spring, 

we train indoors in the Eisen-

berg gym and art room. The 

class design and direction is in 

part created by the wishes ex-

pressed directly from the youth. 

Their voice and ideas are com-

municated back into the pro-

gram home management for 

review and implementation.    

Gary Hansberger looks over the “woodies” and continues to inspire the spirit of the original 

club makers into the  heart, mind and soul of the Maryville golf club technicians. Thank you! 
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Sharing our model to 

others began in 2004 

with the Daniel Murphy 

Scholars caddy pro-

gram. Since then other 

groups serving youth 

have benefitted. These 

groups are served dur-

ing specific times of the 

year and the students  

are supplied with equip-

ment produced from 

our work in the club re-

pair shop. JAN- MARCH 

Freedom Golf Associa-

tion- Serves special 

needs children and adults 

who may be impacted 

economically, physically 

and/or mentally.  

Maryville golf club repair 

supplies their players with 

custom adaptive golf 

equipment which in-

cludes wounded soldiers.  

NEW program! Partnered 

with EQ Sylvester and 

Freedom Golf Associa-

tion, Western Golf Associ-

ation, Tiger Woods Foun-

dation and the Ray and 

Joan Kroc Salvation Army 

community center, a cad-

dy training program was 

instructed for 10 weeks 

to enrolled youth from 

the South East section of 

Chicago.  Lastly, The 

third annual Freedom 

Golf Invitational will be 

held at Maryville n March 

serving special needs 

children from Maryville 

Academy, Rehab institute 

of Chicago, and Great 

Lakes Adaptive Sports 

Association.  

fitting their athletes with 

clubs and offered them 

PGA professional instruc-

tion.  Our 2015 goal is to 

network our equipment 

into the Special Olympic 

golfing athletes and the 

players who surround 

them, throughout  the 

20 Chicago Park District 

special rec parks. Many 

AUGUST – SEPTEMBER 

CDGA Sunshine through 

golf Foundation - Special 

Olympics golf camps re-

peated for us again this 

year we also worked into 

the following programs: 

Ada S. McKinley, Mar-

quette, Evergreen, and 

Loyola Parks, by custom 
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cago area golf profession-

als, taught a 8 week PGA 

Golf camp for twenty ele-

mentary schools with a 

reach of approximately 

500 youth.  Alternating 

North and South, we teach 

once a week golf lessons 

with a final skills challenge 

competition closes the  

school year, whereby 

this past year 250 

youth represented their 

schools. Maryville Golf  

provides the schools 

teaching sets as well as 

sets for children who 

have a strong interest 

for golf.  

April—May Chicago Pub-

lic Elementary Schools 

PGA golf camps. Thanks 

again to PGA Travis 

Kane and Jared Wie-

land from Billy Casper 

Golf Management for 

facilitating access to 

their courses for this 

special  program.    Chi-

IPGA—CPS Golf camps 

of our Maryville Academy 

alums participate in Spe-

cial Olympics of Illinois.      

Congratulations goes out 

to the Marquette Park 

Elite athletes winners:  

Paul Kozora—GOLD, 

Charles McDaniels –

GOLD, Sylvia Callazo—

GOLD and Maria Nena—

SILVER.   

MVA clubs received at the 
CPS EF Young school. 

Special Olympics downstate 

Children in CPS form their very 

own school golf club. 

Westmoreland's’ Hans Larson 
and caddy Master teach CPS   



1150 North River Road  

Des Plaines, Illinois 60016 

Maryvi l le  Gol f  
Academy   

“Without generosity like yours, our children would not 
have their needs met for so many things other children 
and families take for granted.  Thank you for your dedi-
cation.  Let us help one another continue in this spirit”.     
Sister Catherine Ryan  

 PLAYING DOWN THE MIDDLE  

Phone:  847-294-1834   

Cell:   312-330-5826 

Fax:  847-294-1713 
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The Gleason Cup Invita-

tional was held at Ev-

anston Golf Club– Sold 

out! – Thanks to Chair-

man Mike Rourke and 

the founding families 

and friends the event 

continues to be suc-

cessful.  

Recognition goes out to 

the IPGA professionals 

who made the clinic a 

success:  Gary Groh Bob 

O’ Link,  Gary Pinns, Oak 

Brook golf course , Jiro 

Nakazaki Golfenuer 

Academy and Maryville 

Academy, Marty Schiene 

Chicago State Universi-

ty , Hal Miller, Evanston 

Golf Club, Dino Lucche-

si, Grayslake Practice 

Center and Special 

Guest golf club aficiona-

do Gary Hansberger.  

Champions – Jim Bod-

man, Mike Munro, Mike 

Miller, Steve Kashul. 

Runner Up- Bob Perkus, 

Mike Perkus, Richard” 

Moose Adler”S, and 

Rich Adler Junior.  
 

The Marrero Cup was 

contested at Oak Mead-

ows Golf course and was 

the most successful 

event to date. Team cap-

tains, Mike Munro, Chuck 

Lynch, Scott Barla, John 

Falsetti, Phil McEntee, 

Paul Piet, Frank Pawlak 

secured the participation. 

This years’ event format, 

two – best ball per four-

some, with 12 person 

teams representing the 

programs worked by the 

Maryville Golf Academy, 

namely, Saint Vincent, 

Saint George, Eisenberg 

campus, Chicago Public 

Schools, Special Olym-

pics, Freedom Golf Asso-

ciation and the Rehabili-

tation Institute of Chica-

go. This years Champs, 

Captain Mike Munro and 

the White Pines Domers, 

Neil Kotlerick, Mike Bau-

er, Jeff Bassett, Doug Lei-

der, Robert Cabot, Dan 

Weber, Ken Porter, Val 

Russell, Art Hogan, Bran-

non Lambert and won 

playing for the St. Vincent 

Program! 

 The IPGA and Maryville 

Academy held a Million 

Dollar Mulligan Fundraiser 

this year to raise money 

for the Maryville Jen 

School’s Invest vocational 

training program at the 

Des Plaines Golf center 

for a chance for a shot at 

a million dollars.  

THANK YOU VOLUNTEERS! 

 G L E A S O N  
C U P   

H O N O R A B L E  
M E N T I O N   

 Volunteers work to rally 

Players aaaaaggggghhhh laddie!  

 M A R R E R O  
C U P  

Simply the best!  


