
As we approached the holiday season, 
we asked our children what they were 
thankful for. Here are some of their 
responses, lightly edited:

From the St. George program:

•  “I am grateful for having so many 
friends here at Maryville.”

 – J.C.

•  “I am grateful for staff helping me 
with my puzzles and Legos.” 

– C.H.

•  “I am grateful for all of the good 
food that I get to eat here at 
Maryville.”

– S.G.

•  “I am grateful for staff helping me 
feel safe during bedtime.”

 – E.H.C.

•  “I am grateful for having a safe place 
to live.”

– D.C. 

•  “I am grateful for staff taking me to 
visit my mom.” 

– D.H.

•  “I am grateful for having staff and 
my friends here at Maryville feel like 
my family.”

– B.Z.

From the Casa Salama program:

•  “I am grateful for going out for new 
activities. Learning how to act/be-
have. Maryville has helped me con-
trol my anger, use different coping 
techniques, learn new skills of what 
to do with others.”

– A.B.

•  “I like Maryville staff helping paint 
my nails. I also am grateful to 
Maryville because it creates a sched-
ule to follow during the day.”

– A.S.

•  “I love going out on activities that 
Maryville has. I like watching mov-
ies, eating popcorn and ice cream 
that Maryville provides. I also enjoy 
learning how to get things done when 
out in the community.”

– L.W.

•  “I am thankful for being able to go 
out to eat because this is something 
that I did not do a lot before coming 
to Maryville. I appreciate Maryville 
providing appropriate love, food to 
eat, a roof over my head.”

– A.M.
(continued)
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  A Message of Gratitude from Maryville’s Executive Director

In this issue, we thank you – dear friends of 
our children – for how much love you give 
to our children through your generosity.  
Through your gifts of time, talent, funds, 
and prayer, our children have the opportu-
nity for a safe and healing childhood.  You 
will read it in their own words.

Thank you for making life better for a 
child.

Peace and all good,
Sister Catherine M. Ryan, O.S.F.
Executive Director

Sr. Catherine M. Ryan, O.S.F.
Executive Director

ryanc@maryvilleacademy.org

“I am not sure exactly what heaven will be like, but I know that when we die and it comes 
time for God to judge us, he will not ask, ‘How many good things have you done in your 

life?’ rather he will ask, ‘How much love did you put into what you did?” 
– Mother Teresa
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  A Message from Maryville’s Executive Director (continued)

Thoughts? Questions? Comments? Stories to Share?
Email John Gorman, Editor, at gormanj@maryvilleacademy.org.

•   “I am thankful for being able to see 
my staff face each day at Maryville 
because that brings joy to my day. 
Half of the things in my life before 
Maryville was not so good but the 
staff have gave me support through it 
all, especially Letitia (Shakespeare) 
and Delondria (Howard-McDonald). 
I wished a many of time that I don’t 
have to return home to my mother 
just to stay here at Maryville or an 
adopted family. Before I got into the 
care of Maryville I was not being 
treated right and mother will always 
lie to me but now staff is treating me 
right and show me different things to 
live a productive life.” 

– S.P.  

•  “I really appreciate the staff at 
Maryville for helping me through 
tough times and  supporting to me. 

I really care for Maryville for given 
me a place to live with food, clothing 
and shelter. Also, for helping me to 
see different community friends and 
to (be) reunited with my older sister. 
My staff encourages me to do well for 
I can go out on different activity that 
is offered on Friday in the program. 
I will like (to) thank staff for being 
there when I need someone to talk to 
or just to give me a hug to cheer up 
my day. Staff really encouraged me 
a lot to use my coping skills instead 
of self-injury that I use to do before 
I came to the A home. I am thankful 
for being a youth at Maryville.”

– E.L.

From the Madden program:

•  “I’m thankful for Maryville (Madden) 
Shelter for giving me somewhere to 

lay my head. Providing me food to 
eat. I appreciate the staff talking to 
me and showing that they care for us 
girls in the shelter, and helping me 
learn from my mistakes. The staff 
also give me their opinions when I ask 
them to wanna kinda help me.” 

– R.W.

•  “Madden is a place for us DCFS 
youth to stay, be care for and shel-
tered. I am very thankful for it 
because without it I would’ve been 
homeless.”

– D.A.
 
•  “I don’t know what I would have 

done if not for the Crisis Nursery. The 
staff here are all so wonderful. I’m so 
thankful it exists.”

– S.P.

The employees at a Des Plaines company put 
Frankenstein’s head on a platter, the Cookie 
Monster on a cupcake and dished out other 
delights all to raise money for Maryville.  The 
folks at SVM raised $307 for Maryville with a 
bake sale they held Oct. 13-14, said Emily Rea-
vis, human resources manager. They spent part 
of their weekend prior to the sale cooking up 
culinary creativity; the baker of Frankenstein’s 
head, (pictured above), spent two hours on 
that creation. Some employees also donated 
Halloween decorations for use on our various 
campuses. SVM is distributor and reseller of gas 
and retail gift cards that primarily are used in 
employee promotion programs and other types 
of incentive and reward programs.

Our annual garage sale.

Our last farmers market.



On the inside door at the Stevens Cen-
ter, written in blood-red paint, was the 
warning: “Keep Out.”

Undeterred, a gathering of ghosts, 
witches, whoopee cushions, a few fake 
jailbirds, one Angry Bird, a couple 
of gangsters, a mustard bottle and a 
staffer dressed as a hippie confidently 
strode into the Stevens Center on 
Oct.29 for a Halloween party.

Our staff went all-out for the boys and 
girls from our Bartlett and Des Plaines 
campuses and the Madden Shelter in 
Chicago, about 45 youth in all. Pizza, 
pop, spooky decorations, pumpkins, 
games and a DJ named Richie Rich 
all awaited our children. Even as they 
were getting out of the bus from Eisen-
berg, the girls were squealing with 
excitement.

“Most of these children have never 
been to a Halloween party or even gone 
out to trick or treat before coming to 
Maryville,” said Evelyn Smith, director 
of Program Services. “Their parents 
couldn’t afford to buy them costumes.”

But we did, explained Shante Pat-
terson, program manager at the Casa 
Salama C home. 

“We took them to Party City last week 
and let the girls pick out their own 
costumes.”

As the excited youngsters settled in, 
the evening’s activities, organized by 
the staff, began unfolding. First, there 
was a “pin the spider on the web,” a 
take-off of that party game staple, “pin 
the tail on the donkey.” Then, the boys 
and girls lined up to toss ping-pong 
balls into spaced buckets, similar to the 
game on the old “Bozo’s Circus” televi-
sion show. Inside the buckets were 
small prizes, such as spider rings and 
plastic ears. 

Next was a mummy-wrapping contest. 
Pairs of children from each program 
lined up on the dance floor as one 
youngster wrapped his or her partner 
in a roll of toilet paper, amidst much 
cheering and jeering. In the end, a 
team from St. Vincent 350 walked – as 
only a mummy can walk - away the 
winner. 

As Richie Rich the deejay prepared to 
start, the crowd lined the dance floor.
A young man from the St. Vincent pro-
gram was waiting eagerly, dressed to 
kill—black hat with white band, black 
suit, black shirt with white tie.

“So what are you, a gangster?” he was 
asked.

“Half-gangster, half-Michael,” the 
young man explained, after fist-bump-
ing his inquisitor. 

Later, half-Michael (Jackson) stole the 
show, with slides, spins and feet flying 
faster than a cheetah’s.  
Staff members lined the walls, watch-
ing, smiling, with some even dancing a 
bit themselves. Everyone in the room 
had fun.

“This is a night they get to be normal 
kids,” said Sarah Pope, clinical direc-
tor. “They get to socialize with the 
opposite sex, and that’s something they 
don’t often get a chance to do.”

All of this-the pizza, the pop, the dee-
jay, the costumes and the decorations-
brighten the lives of children who come 
from abusive and neglectful homes. 
And all of it flows from the generosity 
of you, our Maryville friends. During 
this season of giving thanks, please 
know that our children and staff ap-
preciate your support. 
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 Halloween Fun



  If you would like to receive periodic e-mail notices from Maryville 
with updates on our programs and events, including our monthly 
eNewsletter, The Maryville Connection, please send your e-mail 
address to development@maryvilleacademy.org.4

1150 N. River Rd., Des Plaines, IL 60016-1290
www.maryvilleacademy.org

*Maryville does not share any donor information, email 
addresses or mailing lists with third party organizations, 
institutions or vendors.
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Securities

Our memories don’t need to stretch very far to recall the last
significant decline in the stock market or the bursting of the real
estate “bubble.” Painful memories have a way of staying alive,
even after the pain has passed. The truth is, many of us own
stocks, bonds and mutual funds that have performed very well
recently.

Did you know that in many cases, it’s smart to use those securities
rather than cash to make a gift to Maryville Academy? Generally,
the gift is fully tax-deductible for its fair market value, and capital
gain taxes can be avoided as well. If you have owned one of these
assets for more than a year and it has appreciated in value, please
contact, Maryville’s Development Department, at 847-294-1950 or 
restivo-hockt@maryvilleacademy.org to discuss the opportunities 
available to you.

Rebuilding lives...

Rekindling spirits...

Renewing hope... 

Maryville is deeply grateful to the corpora-
tions, foundations, government entities and 
community groups who support our mission 
of helping children and families reach their 
fullest potential by empowering intellectual, 
spiritual, moral and emotional growth.  We 
are pleased to announce the following grant 
awards received in support of our programs 
and services:

The Maryville Crisis Nursery is the recipient 
of a $5,000 grant award from the Gordon 
Flesch Charitable Foundation, Inc. A 
check presentation ceremony was held at 
the Crisis Nursery in September. Pictured 
from left to right are Sr. Catherine M. Ryan, 
Maryville’s Executive Director, Amy Kendal-
Lynch, Crisis Nursery Program Director, 

Andrew Schiller, Gordon Flesch Charitable 
Foundation, Inc. and JoAnn Killackey of 
the Maryville Crisis Nursery Advisory Board. 

The Maryville Crisis Nursery also received a 
$5,000 grant award from the Fred B. Jones 
Special Fund at The Chicago Community 
Trust. Grant funds will be used to provide 
disadvantaged families in our community 
with direct assistance for emergency situa-
tions, transportation costs associated with 
job search activities and medical care, and to 
cover other basic needs.

The Edmond and Alice Opler Foundation 
awarded a $15,000 grant to support the 
Maryville Children’s Healthcare Center, our 
12-bed healthcare site that provides transi-

tional hospital-to-home and respite care for 
medically-fragile and technology-dependent 
children with life-threatening conditions. The 
grant funds will be used to build a Sensory 
Room at the Children’s Healthcare Center. 

 Maryville Announces Recent Grant Awards

The Sensory Room will be filled with pleasing 
sights, sounds and scents, and will stimulate 
the minds, bodies, hearts and spirits of the 
pediatric patients in our care. 

The Children’s Healthcare Center has also 
received a $3,000 grant from the PespiCo 
Foundation Fund, a corporate-advised 
fund of the Silicon Valley Community 
Foundation. Grant funds will be used to 
purchase an industrial dryer that will enable 
staff to provide the children in our care 
with fresh and warm blankets, linens, and 
clothing. 

We cannot have the impact we do on the lives 
of the children and families we serve without 
the support of generous friends and partners. 
Thank you to the organizations listed above 
for helping us rebuild lives, rekindle spirits 
and renew hope for children and families in 
our community.

2014 Calendar of Events

Crisis Nursery Christmas 
Party,
December 21, 2014

Save the Date

Maryville Guardian
Medallion Award Gala
April 24, 2015


