
Candice caught a CTA train, hopped on a 
bus, then a Metra train, then hiked a mile 
to come see her Maryville family. 

It was Family and Friends day, and 
Candice and her twin sister, Candace, 
wanted to visit the campus where she--in 
many ways--grew up. 

“Maryville helped me a lot,” Candice said 
in snatches of conversation gleaned in the 
moments she was not hugging staff and 
old friends. “I thought the world should 
revolve around me when I got here. 

“I learned here to consider others,” said 
Candice, who left Casa Salama three 
years ago and now lives and works on the 
Far South Side of Chicago. She made the 
trek with her twin sister, Candace, July 
17. She spoke to The Voice after being 
introduced by Evelyn Smith, our director 
of Residential Services. She is now 
working at a Family Dollar store on the 
South Side, she said. 

“This is like coming home again,” 
Candice said, moments after getting a big 
hug from Evelyn.  

                       *       *       * 

Every girl (currently) in the Casa Salama 
program is a ward of the state, though 
there have been a few exceptions over the 
years. All of the girls have been assessed 
as having an intellectual delay and most 
have had multiple placements before they
arrive at Eisenberg. All have suffered 
physical, emotional or sexual abuse and 

all have some form of mental illness in 
addition to the intellectual delay. They 
range in age from 12 to 21. 

To put this in perspective, the Illinois 
Children’s Healthcare Foundation reports 
that 7.5 percent of Illinois children ages 
3-17 are reported to have moderate or 
severe social or emotional difficulties. In 
addition, those children living in 
poverty are reported to have a rate of 
14.6 percent. Only 20 percent of these 
children will receive mental health 
services, the foundation reports, and 
half of all lifetime cases of mental illness 
begin by the age of 14.

At Casa Salama, our ladies go to the local 
grammar and high schools, and many 
volunteer at area institutions, such as a 
pet shelter or in a church choir. 

In addition, they get group therapy, 
art therapy, music therapy and poetry 
therapy. 

At our June Awards night, two of our 
Salama girls graciously agreed to be 
interviewed by Daily Herald reporter 
Eileen Daday. 

The younger lady, only 12, related how 
she has been helped to control her anger. 
She was all smiles during the interview
and when she strode to the stage to 
accept her award. 

The second young woman, 21, was
candid and charming in her interview. 
She was honored for working with a pair 

of autistic teens who attend the same 
therapeutic high school classes she does, 
Innovations Academy in Streamwood. 
On Family and Friends Day, five of the 
teachers from Innovations came to laugh, 
eat and play with our girls. 

Our hope for these girls is for them to 
heal while they are with us, and that they 
will evolve to recognize when someone 
is being nice to them. We want them 
learn how to live peacefully with others 
so they can thrive after they leave us. 
We try to teach them daily living skills, 
which might start with learning the dif-
ference between a dime and a nickel and 
progress to where they can read a train 
schedule. 

We try to keep up with the children who 
leave us, but many drift away to begin 
their own lives. But occasionally, an alum 
like Candice will waltz back into our lives 
and make our day.

(continued on page 3)
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 Inside Maryville: Casa Salama

Evelyn Smith (left), Director of Residential 
Services and Candice.



“Family” and “Friends.” Every day we 
strive to be the family that our children 
cannot be with. Along the way, we also 
become friends with our children. Each 
year, we hold Family and Friends days at 
both our Des Plaines and our Bartlett 
campuses to show our children they are 
loved and appreciated. 

This year, one of our Casa Salama alums 
made the long trip from the South Side of 
Chicago to our Bartlett campus. Candice is 
now 22 and has a job. 

In this issue of the Voice, we use Candice as 
our lead into a story on Casa Salama. These 
precious girls sing, dance, laugh, love, 
and live with us at the Eisenberg campus. 
Sometimes they leave to rejoin their 
families or venture out to start their own 
lives. But they remain our friends forever 
and many consider us family.

Peace and all good,
Sister Catherine M. Ryan, O.S.F.
Executive Director
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  A Message from Maryville’s Executive Director

Maryville Crisis Nursery’s New Playground

Thoughts? Questions? Comments? Stories to Share?
Email John Gorman, Editor, at gormanj@maryvilleacademy.org.

Volunteers from both Robert H. Lurie Children’s Hospital and Kohl’s Cares gave a few days of their 
time helping install a brand-new state-of-the-art playground on the Crisis Nursery side of the 
Maryville Center for Children. Construction began with the removal of the old playsets and ground 
preparation in July of this year. After some rescheduling due to weather, the new playground was 
completed in early August. 
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Preparations begin weeks, months 
sometimes, in advance. We start with 
the child’s wish list of those he or she 
would like to invite to Family and 
Friends Day at our Des PIaines and 
Bartlett campuses. 

We ask the girls for a list of phone 
numbers.For some of the girls, we reach 
out to teachers, G.A.L.’s (guardian ad 
litems), case workers, siblings, grand-
parents, cousins. to invite them. 

When one girl at first said she had no 
one to invite, she thought awhile and 
then asked if she could invite Dan 
Ingram, milieu manager at the 
Maryville Behavioral Health Hospital. 
“She had been hospitalized several 
times so she knew Dan. So we talked 
to the hospital and arranged for him to 
come out today,” said Evelyn Smith, 
Director of Residential Services. 

When the young lady spotted Dan 
walking across the gym, she screamed 
his name with delight and made a 
beeline for him. Hugs and a few tears 
followed. We had perfect weather July 
17 as the gym filled with the folks our 
girls hold special. On the driveway onto 
the campus, colorful, hand-painted 
signs greeted our visitors and thanked 
them for coming. 

Each summer on separate days on 
our two residential campuses, we hold 
Family and Friends so the children 

can reunite with those whom they hold 
special. For some families of the girls 
who come from downstate Illinois, a 
long trip may not be feasible. So we 
start reaching out to others in their 
lives. If we cannot contact anyone on 
the child’s list, we make sure one of the 
staff spends time with the boy or girl as 
the festivities ensue. 

For some girls, it is the only time they 
see family all year, explained Shafaq 
Javaid, Eisenberg therapist. 

“It speaks volumes for our girls that the 
family has taken the time to come visit. 
One girl met her aunt for the first time,” 
Shafaq said. 

On August 7, we were blessed with 
another lovely day, sunny and in the 
low 80s at the Des Plaines campus. St. 
Martin Program Director Jim Eaglin 
manned the popcorn machine on the 
edge of the basketball court while the 
boys shot around, mixed with the 
arriving family and friends, and 
enjoyed their day, one of the best we 
have to offer each year. 

In a spirited game of touch football, 
St. George case manager Kevin Flores 
blocked a pass, snatched in mid-air and 
tossed it to one of the boys who pranced 
into the end zone. 

High fives all around.

High Fives All Around for Maryville Family and Friends

 Inside Maryville: Casa Salama (continued)

“It is great to see girls like Candice 
come back to visit. She is exactly what 
we hope our girls will be like after they 
leave us,” said an obviously proud 

Evelyn, a huge smile crossing her face. 
“I told her we would give her and her 
sister a ride back to the (Metra) station. 
She should have called and we would 

have picked them up.”

Proof you can come home again.

A proud young mother shows off her baby at 
Family and Friends Day at our Bartlett campus.

St. George case manager, Kevin Flores, gets in 
on the fun, playing football with some of the
boys from our Des Plaines campus.

One of our boys from the Des Plaines campus 
enjoys a round of bags with Sarah Pope (left), 
Clinical Director.



 If you would like to receive periodic e-mail notices from Maryville with updates on our 
 programs and events, including our monthly eNewsletter, The Maryville Connection, please send your     
 e-mail address to development@maryvilleacademy.org.
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*Maryville does not share any donor information, email 
addresses or mailing lists with third party organizations, 
institutions or vendors.

Rebuilding lives...
Rekindling spirits...

Renewing hope...

S I N C E

Securities

Our memories don’t need to stretch very far to recall the last 
significant decline in the stock market or the bursting of the real 
estate “bubble.” Painful memories have a way of staying alive, 
even after the pain has passed. The truth is, many of us own 
stocks, bonds and mutual funds that have performed very well 
recently.

Did you know that in many cases, it’s smart to use those securities 
rather than cash to make a gift to Maryville Academy? Generally, 
the gift is fully tax-deductible for its fair market value, and capital 
gain taxes can be avoided as well. If you have owned one of these 
assets for more than a year and it has appreciated in value, please 
contact Dan Summins, Maryville’s Director of Development, at 
847-294-1950 or summinsd@maryvilleacademy.org to discuss the 
opportunities available to you.

Rebuilding lives...

Rekindling spirits...

Renewing hope... 

Maryville is deeply grateful to the corporations,
foundations, government entities, community 
groups and individuals who support our mission 
of helping children and families reach their 
fullest potential by empowering intellectual, 
spiritual, moral and emotional growth. 

We are pleased to announce the following 
grant awards received for support of the 
Maryville Crisis Nursery, a program that 
provides emergency care for children of 
families in crisis and works with parents 
to help them get through a difficult time: 
$200,000 from Chicago Public Schools, 
$55,328 from the Illinois Department of 

Children and Family Services, $35,000 from 
the Illinois Department of Human Services, 
and $7,500 from the Patrick and Anna 
M. Cudahy Fund. The generosity of these 
organizations will make a positive difference 
in the lives of the children and families who 
turn to the Crisis Nursery for help this year.

Maryville is also pleased to announce the 
following grant awards received for support 
of the Maryville Jen School, a school that 
provides special education services, life skills 
lessons, and job skills training to students 
with emotional, behavioral and learning 
disabilities: $10,000 from Altria Companies 

Employee Community Fund, $10,000 from 
the Guy A. and N. Kay Arboit Charitable 
Trust, $5,000 from McGraw Foundation, 
and $500 from the City of Des Plaines. The 
generosity and support received from these 
organizations will help our students achieve 
their academic and vocational goals. 

We cannot have the impact we do on the 
lives of the children and families we serve 
without the support from generous friends 
and partners. Thank you to the organizations 
listed above for helping us rebuild lives, 
rekindle spirits and renew hope for children 
and families in our community.

 Maryville Announces Recent Grant Awards

2014 Calendar of Events

Maryville Greg Marrero 
Memorial Golf Tournament
Monday, September 29
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