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Principal’s Address:  
Greetings. 

Another new year begins-welcome 2019! I hope everyone has had a chance to relax and enjoy 
some quality time with family and friends over the holiday season. The start of school, after a 
significant break, always provides a good opportunity to re-establish a focus on learning. The 
new year has brought a renewed sense of energy and dedication. The faculty and students 
have come back from their holiday break excited and rejuvenated. We continue to be 
dedicated to meeting the needs of each and every student at Jen School. 

Since returning from winter break, students have been engaged in a variety of activities 
designed to supplement and enhance our curriculum.  Students participating in our transition 
classroom and our vocational program built and installed a wheelchair ramp for an individual 
in the City of Des Plaines.  They are looking forward to building and installing 2 more ramps 
next month.  Students have also earned eligibility to participate in CAAEL bowling and 
basketball. On February 28th , Jen School will be hosting the 2nd annual CAAEL Spelling Bee. 
Students and Faculty enjoyed listening to and learning from 3 Vietnam Veterans at our annual 
Veterans day assembly.  In honor of Black History month, Jen School will be hosting a 
presenter who will be discussing topics related to The Underground Railroad.  Classes have 
also participated in fieldtrips, kitchen invasions and new vocational activities.  All of these 
activities are integrated into the daily lessons and individual student learning.   

The next few months will continue to be busy here at Jen school as we prepare our students 
for required state and local standardized testing, graduation and next steps.  With the wind-
chill at -23 today it is difficult to imagine warmer weather and graduation is just around the 
corner. 

Stay warm and safe, 

 

 

Ann M. Craig 
Director of Educational Services/Principal 
 

  
 

 

Like Jen School on  
Facebook! 

 

Follow @jenschool on Instagram! 

 

Tweet @jenschooleagles on 
Twitter! 
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CAAEL 
By: Heather Lischett – Assistant Principal 

The Jen School Eagles wrapped up 
their volleyball season and are 

ready and eager to start basketball 
and bowling with the Chicago Area 

Alternative Education League 
(CAAEL).  The Eagles finished their 
volleyball season as recipients of 

yet another sportsmanship award 
for the season!  Our students were 

recognized by other schools as 
examples of positivity and 

leadership and the Jen staff 
couldn’t be prouder!  Way to go 
Eagles, and we look forward to 

seeing you show off your 
sportsmanship prowess in 

basketball and bowling!  

 
 
 
By: Moisette McNerney - Teacher 

 
Jen School decided to try something different.  On Wednesday afternoons, the students 
have signed up for and participated in the following clubs: Fitness, Cooking, Puzzles, and 
Games. This is an opportunity for the students to disengage from their typical school day 
and expand their horizons.  While baking oatmeal chocolate chip cookies, The Cooking 
Club made a list of about 25 appetizers, entrees and desserts they would like to try their 
hands at. Puzzle Club was very busy being quiet and concentrating on a puzzle of Wrigley 
Field. Members of the Games Club will use the time to test their brain power, while 
Fitness Club is rotating between weight lifting, volleyball, ping pong, and 
dance.  Extracurricular activities promote a more positive attitude toward school and 
help those involved develop appropriate social interactions which, in turn, hopefully will 
help our students improve their self-esteem. 

 

Health Beat: 
Ways to Stay Safe this Winter 
By: Tracy Mullen – School Nurse 
 
Remember to always watch the weather and plan ahead. 
Stay warm by bundling up. 
• Better many thin layers than one thick piece of material. 
• Rule of thumb: dress children and elders in one more extra layer 

(than an adult would wear). 
  

Sign of frostbite: 
• Loss of feeling in the limbs. 
• White, gray, or blistered fingers, toes, ear lobes, nose tip. 
• Keep the person warm and dry, apply warm water to frostbitten 

areas, and do not rub. Get medical help immediately. 
  

Signs of hypothermia: 
• Uncontrollable shivering. 
• Memory loss, disorientation, or incoherence. 
• Slurred speech, drowsiness, or apparent exhaustion.  
• Get the person to a warm location (warm the center of the body 

first), replace wet clothing with dry, and encourage them to drink 
plenty of warm (non-alcoholic) liquids. Get medical help 
immediately. 

  
Shovel carefully.  
• Position yourself so that you’re shoveling the snow in front of 

your body (facing the snow). 
• Avoid shoveling if you’re out of shape or you’ve got cardiac 

issues. 
• If using a snow blower, follow the owner’s manual 

guidelines. 
o Always turn off the machine before touching or adjusting it. 
o Never leave it unattended while its running.  
o Before you begin, fill the snow blower with fuel, while the 

engine is still cool.  
(visit the www.CDC.gov for more information) 

 

CLASSROOM C 
O 
R 
N 
E 
R 



 
3 
 

Jen Events:  
Second Quarter Awards 
By: Mark Trerotola - Teacher 
 
The Jen School completed their first semester on December 13, and followed that with the Second Quarter Awards 

Ceremony on December 21, just before dismissing for winter break.  Even though we strive to encourage students 

to come every day, we did not have any student with a perfect 

attendance for this past quarter.  However, we are proud to say 

that we had 2 recipients for the A Honor Roll, and 5 for the B 

Honor Roll.  The Jen School students continue to make progress 

towards their academic and life goals in meaningful ways, and the 

school staff are all too happy to celebrate their successes.  Way to 

go students, and we know the second semester will produce even 

more progress!  

 
Staff Spotlight 
By: Heather Lischett – Assistant Principal 

 

 

Jen School is excited to welcome Elba Albarran Celis to the Jen School team!  Ms. 

Elba comes to us with experience in therapeutic school and residential settings.  She 

has a Bachelor of Arts in Psychology as well as a degree in cosmetology.  Ms. Elba 

will be joining Ms. Beth and Ms. Lynne in 

room 409 as the team’s paraprofessional, 

and will be joining the INVEST crew as a job 

coach.  Welcome, Elba!  We are happy to 

have you!   
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Community Service 
By: Heather Lischett – Assistant Principal 
 
Jen School continues to partner with the Des Plaines Community Foundation 
to serve local community members, and in January, the students built and 
installed a wheelchair ramp at a local home.  Ms. Moisette’s transition class 
assembled the ramp on school grounds, and then over two days installed the 
ramp at the home in need in the snow and cold.  Ramp builds promote 
teamwork and communication among the students and job coaches, they 
create opportunities for students to learn how to work with a variety of 
tools, and they encourage a sense of giving back.  As cold and snowy as the 
weather was during the installation process, the job coaches heard very little 
in the way of complaining from the students.  The students were committed 
to getting the job completed for a community member in need, and worked 
very hard to accomplish their goal.  

 
 

 
 

Save the Dates! 
Return of Coffee Cart 

 
Jen School staff and students will be making the rounds 

around the Des Plaines Campus on February 14 to 
deliver samples and coupons for the return of coffee 
cart on February 21.  Coffee Cart runs from 9:30 to 

10:30am in the Jen School cafeteria (access through 
Grab ‘n Go entrance; circle drive off of Central Rd.).  In 

case you miss them on the 14th, find coupon below! 
  

CAAEL Spelling Bee 
 

Jen School will be participating in the second annual 
CAAEL Spelling Bee on February 28th.  The spelling bee 

will be held in the Stevens Center on Maryville’s Des 
Plaines Campus.  Staff and students alike are looking 

forward to this friendly competition!   

 

 

                                                                                                  

                                                                                                     

Jen School | Coffee Cart Coupon 

Receive One Free Beverage or Pastry 
 
 
Expires: March 31, 2019   

 
 

Pictured: Job Coach, Jacob Hostetter (left); Des 
Plaines Community Foundation volunteer and 
retired teacher, Paul Bartholomae (back); Jen 
School student, Jacob Hammond (front) 
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