
Announcements

Sunday, June 9
Illinois PGA Golf Fest

White Pines Golf Course
12 p.m. - 6 p.m.

Monday, June 17
2nd Annual Patriot Pro Am

Westmoreland CC
Wilmette, IL

Monday, July 15th
IPGA/Maryville

Gleason Cup Invitational
Evanston Golf Club

September
Marrero Cup Memorial

Golf Tournament

PGA Golf Lessons
Custom Club Fitting and

Regripping Services Available
Call 847-294-1834
For An Appointment

Maryville Golf Academy
1150 North River Road
Des Plaines, IL 60016
Phone: 847-294-1834
Cell: 312-330-5826
Fax: 847-294-1713

The Passion to Succeed

Andrew*, 15, has been on a journey.

His journey started on Chicago’s Westside 
and included stops at Streamwood 
Hospital, Maryville Scott Nolan Psychiat-
ric Hospital and is currently at Maryville’s 
St. George Home on the Des Plaines 
campus. From living with his mother to 
foster homes to hospital and finally 
Maryville, Andrew has finally found a 
home and a new passion.

His new passion is golf.

As a proud member of the Maryville Golf 
Club, Andrew gets to practice golf indoors 
in the Gleason Room and he works on 
rehabbing donated clubs to make them 
his own in the Maryville Club Repair 
Shoppe. The Maryville Golf Club helps 
children just like Andrew learn the 
lessons that golf teaches: etiquette, 
respect, honesty, perseverance, responsi-
bility, discipline and sportsmanship.  

With the support of local PGA profession-
als and golf courses, young people from 
Maryville, Chicago Public Schools and 
others from the Chicago land area learn to 
play the game for life, become a caddy or 
simply enjoy the healthy exercise and fun. 

According to Andrew, “Juan (Maryville’s 

PGA golf professional Juan Espejo) is 
cool. He helps me play golf and get ready 
for my life after Maryville.  He takes us 
to Subway and makes sure we behave, no 
acting up or inappropriate language.”         

Under the patient eye of Juan Espejo, 
Andrew quietly lines up a putt and taps 
it in.  “The joy on his face, for not only 
making the putt but, having the self 
discipline and confidence to succeed  is 
evidence of his personal growth,” 
according to Espejo.

As far as the next stop on Andrew’s 
journey, he plans on finishing high school 
at the Maryville Jen School, where 
Egyptian history is a favorite, to finding 
an apartment and a job. Summing up his 
experience at Maryville and the Golf Club 
Andrew states, “I have learned to work 
with people and talk it out when I get mad.”  

Marcus Pierce, St. George Program 
Manager remarked, “Andrew has 
benefited from this sport tremendously! In 
my opinion it has helped him to feel part 
of a team outside of the home. He has 
spent lots of times telling staff, teachers, 
therapist how much he enjoys golf and 
especially the instructors. I want to also 
give a special thank you to Juan and his 
team of golfers for sharing their time, 
patience, and support each week.”  

For hundreds of area youth, the IPGA/
Maryville Golf Club team supporters, 
are the only way they will learn the joy 
of playing golf and prepare themselves 
for the challenges of life on and off the 
course. 

Andrew’s journey is far from over.  
However, with the confidence instilled in 
him by the Maryville Golf Academy, he 
is sure to “find his ball out of trouble and 
farther down the middle of the fairway of 
life”.

* Andrew is not his real name
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Andrew practices his putts.



Maryville Board member Mike Munro owns 
and operates the White Pines Bensenville 
indoor golf dome, winter home of the 
Maryville Eagles golf team. The draw the 
dome has on the greater Chicagoland traffic of 
winter golfers is truly a unique and impres-
sive experience. It is where Mike Munro met 
E.Q. Sylvester and later introduced him to 
Maryville Golf Academy and asked if we could 
help him with the formation and advancement 
of E.Q.’s newly formed foundation, Freedom 
Golf Association. 

E.Q.’s business background and years of 
experience with General Motors has served 
him well in creating a new organization to 
serve disabled golfers. After a few months of 
discussions and meetings, we all decided to 
host a golf clinic for physically and mentally 
challenged children. What followed was E.Q.’s 
leadership requesting we have a golf clinic at 
Maryville to provide growth of the game and 
player development focused on the special 
needs child.

The plan resulted in 80 players rotating 

through a series of stations, in foursomes, led 
by 20 PGA professionals who were selected 
for their heart for golf. Twenty children with 
special needs recruited from Maryville 
Academy, the Rehabilitation Institute of 
Chicago (RIC), Great Lakes Adaptive Sports 
Association (GLASA), 20 Illinois Junior Golf 
Association (IJGA) tournament players and 20 
direct caregivers to the special needs child. 

Thanks to Maryville facilities (John Stevens 
Center, John Gleason Golf Center and the 
South Gym), we were able to split the group 
in half. Five stations were as follows: Nutrition 
presented by Alyce Andres Frantz, Market 
News International; Fitness by Dr. Paul 
Callaway, Callaway Golf Fitness; 
Communication, by Rachel Irving and staff; 
Kids Golf Foundation (KGF); Players 
Responsibilities by Ryan Williams; and Illinois 
Junior Golf Association.  Then what followed 
were the play-to-learn stations that were pre-
sented by the PGA professionals in the group: 
The John Gleason room;6-hole putting course; 
Full Swing Golf Simulator; and pitching 
green. In the Gymnasium the five holes were 

as follows: Putting, distance and direction, Ye 
Ole Chipping Holes, Billy Cullerton; Windows 
of Saint Catherine pitch shot (ball tossing for 
power). And then everyone culminated for 
a Shot at GOLFZILLA-- a 25-foot inflated 
dinosaur from the Birdie Ball Company and 
PGA friend Peter Donahue.        
http://www.maryvilleacademy.org/subpages.
asp?id=122&parentid=2

 

Hans Larson (l to r), Michael Wenzel, Emil Esposito, 
Don Pieper, Mike Carbray, Dino Lucchesi, Juan Espejo,
Don Parker, Dan Behr, Chuck Lynch, Bill Berger, Lloyd
McWilliams, Chad Van Den Top (Amateur), Jiro Nakazaki. 
Not pictured: Trey Van Dyke and Nick Papadakes

Heart of Golf IPGA Professionals Give Back to Special Golf Community

In 2004, Maryville Golf Academy was asked 
by the Illinois PGA foundation to help develop 
programs to assist the CPS golf in schools 
movement. We started with 11 elementary 
schools and determined that they would be 
best served by getting golf course instruction.  
This last year we ran a program at Columbus 
Park Golf Course. Four schools were invited 
to participate, and Peter Donahue assisted in 
providing the PGA Professional instruction.  
Every child received a beginner set of golf 
clubs furnished by Maryville Golf Club repair 
shop, which had been refurbished by the Jen 
School students in the after-school INVEST 
work program.

This year poses a new challenge for the golf 
teams. Longer school days have added stress 
in providing time-sensitive transportation 
to the golf courses. This junior golf player 
development plan will provide a rotating skills 
challenge golf camp, led by Maryville Golf 
Academy and the Illinois Professional Golfers 
Association to two different Chicago neighbor-
hoods each week. Preliminary plans are to 
set up golf camp at Marquette Park for the 
schools on the South Side  and at Edgebrook 
for the schools on the North Side.  Maryville 
youth will be making a beginner set of clubs 
for each participant, as well as assisting in the 
operations of running a school for golf.

Chicago Public Elementary Golf in School Project Targets 20 Schools and 
200 Youth for 2013 Season

(Above) PGA Instructor Peter Donahue and the 
Westbrook golf team at Columbus Park. (Below) Warm 
up exercises.

ALLIED ASSOCIATIONS CONTACT LIST

Chicago District Golf Association  
sunshinethroughgolf.org 
Chicago Park Districts   cpdgolf.com
Chicago Public Schools     
childrenfirstfund.org 
Daniel Murphy Scholarship Fund   dmsf.org
Freedom Golf Association   fga.org
George Bell Youth Opportunity Fund                        
bellfund.org
Great Lakes Adaptive Sports Association  
glasa.org

Illinois Junior Golf Association   ijga.org
Illinois PGA    ipga.com
Kids Golf Foundation   kidsgolffoundation.org
Maryville Academy   maryvilleacademy.org
Paul Callaway   callawaygolffitness.com 
PGA of America   pga.com
Rehabilitation Institute of Chicago  
ricsports.org
Special Olympics   ilso.org
Western Golf Association   wgaesf.org



Our simulator was on its last leg last October 
and an appeal was announced at the Greg 
Marrero golf tournament.  Lee Pietrowski’s 
donation started the support and got the ball 
rolling, Mark and Alyce Frantz family 
followed, John Burns Foundation, Anonymous 
donor, helped. Then Full Swing Golf owner 
Brian Arnold discounted the project to cost 
when all is done, $21,000 worth of upgrade is 
installed for a little over $9,000.  The software 
is as wonderful as the state of the art camera 
that watches the path of your swing as well as 
the face angle at impact – what this means is 
that we can teach a solid square strike!

What is truly wonderful is the laughter that 
surrounds its use. The St. George and St. 
Vincent boys homes at the Des Plaines 
campus have formed the start of junior golf 
league teams within their programs.   Another 
plus with this simulator is we will be able to 
better serve special needs children and adults 
by playing golf indoors without the pressure 
associated with trying to get around a golf 
course as a beginner.

 

Full Swing GOLF Simulator Upgraded!

Daniel Murphy Scholarship Fund
Approximately 80 caddies learned how to play 
golf in 2012.  Each participant got a starter 
set of clubs and a series of five PGA golf 
lessons, culminating in a co-ed back to school 
caddy tournament.  A special thank-you to 
Tom Kearney for covering the cost overruns.  
Allison Gonsowski, past winner of the John 
Gleason character award, who originally was 
the leader in this project, has got the ball 
rolling to help raise funds from past caddies 
to support the Maryville Golf Academy PGA 

Daniel Murphy Scholarship Fund (DMSF) 
caddy golf lessons. Also, a gesture of gratitude 
is in order to both, Tim O’Neal from North 
Shore Country Club and Brian Morrison from 
Olympia Fields Country Club  for donating 
merchandise  to dress the caddies in the latest 
fashion clothes as well as the gift of modern 
equipment for this special group of young 
adults.

(Above) DMSF caddies experience proper form. 
(Below) The DMSF boys commerate Greg Marrero 
before they play.

Rehabilitation Institute of Chicago - Golf  for Advanced Adaptive Players
Winnie Gaiter, from the Rehabilitation 
Institute of Chicago sports program, did not 
want beginner golfers to be going through her 
bag and borrowing clubs.  She also did not 
like that the 10 a.m. tee time was teeing off at 
10:20. She pleaded her case and asked if we 
could start a group that honored the 
traditions of the 700-year-old game. Her 
request was filled, and on Thursday mornings 

at South Shore Golf Course, there are groups 
of adaptive golfers getting in about nine holes 
of competitive golf. 

On another note, it is wonderful that we 
have a legally blind player who was a school 
teacher that played five days a week in the 
summer, a retired police officer volunteer, and 
a preacher with steel rods on each side of his 

spine—all competing to beat each other. It is 
truly a magical golf outing. 
 
At the Wayne Lerner Cup, we are glad to 
report that the Maryville Golf Academy team 
won the inaugural event against a formidable 
team from the Rehabilitation Institute of 
Chicago, captained by Pat Byrne.

THE GLEASONS SWEEP THE 
GLEASON CUP
What genetics! Yow -zz-ah!   On the house!  As John 
“Gleas” Gleason would commonly say. He would be 
proud of yet another dazzling display of family golf 
prowess his descendants displayed at Evanston Golf Club 
IPGA / Maryville Gleason Cup tournament.  Not only did 
they champion the event, but they also took the 
runner- up honors as well.  Another special 
recognition and congratulations goes out to Jack, Patrick, 
Bill and Dan Gleason, John Ply, and Jack Flynn, for 
another memorable and legendary golf experience.

Under the leadership of Mike Munro, captain of 
the White Pines golf dome team, they captured 
this years’ Marrero Ryder Cup held at Oak 
Meadows Golf Course.



Maryville Golf Programs
Saint Martin - We support the St Martin 
de Porres program and the JEN school by 
providing a PGA-managed golf industry work 
site and much needed job skill training  for 
the St. Martin boys who work in the INVEST 
program.   Jiro Nakazaki, a PGA professional, 
manages  the club repair shop, which was 
designed by former owner and founder of 
Club Champion Everett Lockenvitz, who now 
has set up shop at Cantigny Golf Course.

Thanks to Jerry Rich and the Kids Golf 
Foundation who seeded the program by giving 
us 300 quiver bags. Those in turn were refur-
bished and converted into a wonderful gift--
beginner starter sets. That provides new golf-
ers the basic tools to learn the game, together 
with a quiver bag, golf balls and tees.
  
Recently, the Rockford Park District, David 
Claeyssens and Lloyd McWilliams of Aldeen 
Golf Course picked up 80 sets of clubs for 
their program. Additionally, Mike Lyzun from 
Springbrook Golf Course in Naperville is 
adding a new birthday party favor for eight-
year-olds--our quiver sets! 

In addition, we continue to build custom new 
sets of clubs from the generous equipment 
donation from the Hansberger family. The 
clubs have found new life in the hands of 
Maryville supporters and friends. 

Alex Hansberger, the head PGA professional 
at Mission Hills Country Club in Northbrook, 
was giving a lesson to a very bad golfer, when 
Alex heard him say, “Boy I wish I had an 8 
iron hybrid!”  A light went on! So Alex said, 
“My family did make a club like that!” The 
Hansbergers donated to Maryville a model of 
clubs that are hybrids from the 3 Iron through 
the Sand Wedge! They bought back 200 sets 

from the original inventory they originally 
donated!  How good are they? 

Saint George 100, 200 and 250 - Inspired by 
a PGA national program, junior golf league, 
we decided to form the same a team-approach 
experience for each of the homes.  If you 
truly want to experience the best of Maryville 
Eagles team spirit – come out and play with 
the St George 100 team.
  
It has really taken root into some of their lives. 
In fact, one youth has extended the game into 
the life of his siblings; he got their measure-
ments and built them their own set of clubs. 
He really looks forward to the day that he is 
reunited with them so he can teach the game 
to them and play with them. 

Eisenberg Campus, Casa Salama A, B, 
C Homes - Recently, each home gathered 
separately to discuss this year’s plans for the 
upcoming golf season.  Here are some of their 
thoughts;: we need team uniforms, and each 
home should have their own team colors--
pink, blue, and red. First, we need to learn 
how to properly compete against each other 
before we can go out and golf against others, 
especially the boys at Des Plaines campus. We 
will work on it. 

Last year, Chris Pesche from Pesche’s 
Flowers, just down River Road in Des Plaines, 
provided us with the material and plants to 
start a victory garden. The children’s thoughts 
on the victory garden:  each home will have 
their own plot of ground and we will sell the 
produce.  The home that makes the most 
money wins. They picked out what vegetables 
they wanted to grow. We talked about the 
work that the garden required, and they 
vowed to keep up the watering and weeding.

As part of the Fit “fore” golf program, we 
stress nutrition and fitness and how they play 
a key role in one’s life.  We shared an Easter 
smoothie made from mango juice, bananas, 
strawberries, oatmeal and raisins. 

(Above) Rockford Park District staff look on as the 
Maryville Golf Repair Shoppe team, led by PGA 
Professional, Jiro Nakazaki, apply the last touch 
before shipping out 80 junior beginner sets. (Below) 
Thanks to Pesche’s, Eisenberg girls plant their own 
victory garden.

Chicago District Golf Association (CDGA) Special Olympics Camps

Congratulations to Pat Malloy who started 
at Gage Park in 1982 and after 33 years , he 
retired from the City of Chicago Parks and 
Recreation Special Olympic administrator 
position, which coordinated sport for 18 areas 
and 18,000 athletes  statewide. Thanks to 
liaison Pat, who coordinated the CDGA 

Sunshine Through Golf camps with the 
Maryville Golf Academy at Marquette Park,  
produced two traveling Special Olympic golf 
teams. The Marquette Park Elite of ten 
travelled to Port St. Lucie Florida to 
compete in the PGA sponsored event. The 
second team of 10 athletes represented 
Chicago from Mann, Marquette, Mount 
Greenwood, Shabbona and Welles Parks, and 
were trained by Maryville Golf staff. They 
traveled to Litchfield, Arizona to compete in 
an International Special Olympic tournament.  
Both teams brought home the gold back to 
sweet home Chicago.
  
Because of the inexperience and need for 
professional training, we split into two 
training camps running at the same time, 
forcing us to be in two places at once! Well, 

Chad Van Den Top, former PGA professional 
and caddy master from Rolling Green Country 
Club, Arlington Heights, covered the training 
at Marquette Park, allowing us to better train 
the Arizona travel team.  Thank you Chad 
and friends. You are very much part of the 
medals won. 

After three months of retirement, Pat became 
bored, and has taken on a new job of teaching 
children with disabilities to become recreation 
leaders; it is called the sport 37 program.  In 
sharing the news, Allen Wronowski, former 
National President for the PGA of America, 
asked if I would chair a National sub-
committee for junior player development for 
special needs golfers. I accepted so it looks like 
Pat and I will be working together again with 
new programming!

Trained and equipped and ready to travel, athletes 
compete in two national PGA golf tournaments.


