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The Winner for Best Awards Night: Maryville
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Maryville is a child care organization rooted in Catholic social teaching and dedicated to the preservation of the dignity of children at every age.

Maryville’s mission is to help children and families to reach their fullest potential by empowering intellectual, spiritual, moral and emotional growth.

Chicago Tribune reporter John Keilman (left) and 
Aurelius (not his real name).

On a humid Thursday night in late June, 
more than 100 of our children from our 
residential programs gathered for Awards 
night on the second floor of  the Stein 
Center.

Each child received something—it is our 
kinder, gentler version of No Child Left 
Behind. Some came running up to get 
their awards, while others struck a more 
casual, cool stroll as they made their way 
up to receive their plaques from Sister 
Cathy Ryan, Executive Director, and 
Evelyn Smith, Division Director for 
Residential Services.
 
In her 27th year, Nina Aliprandi, 
Family Services Division Director, opened 
the evening by telling the children and 
staff: “This is my favorite celebration of 
the year. You know why?” She stumped 
the group for a moment, then enthusiasti-
cally answered her own question. “Because 
it celebrates you.”One of our young ladies 
from Casa Imani came up to the podium 
to sing a wonderful rendition of “God 
Bless America.”

As the awards were distributed, two 
journalists snapped photos and took notes 
for a story that ran June 26 in the Chicago 
Tribune. 

After Aurelius (not his real name) stood at 
the podium to read his poem about life 

before and during Maryville, he received a 
standing ovation. Moments later, he spoke 
to Tribune reporter John Keilman (see 
photo). Tribune photographer Chris Sweda 
took outstanding photos, overcoming 
the barriers of identification that we must 
observe for the wards of the state. John 
also interviewed a soft-spoken young 
mother from the Casa Imani program. 
(http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/
local/ct-talk-keilman-praise-20120626,0,
6511157.story).

Besides the awards and plaques for 
attendance and scholarship, some of the 
more innovative awards created by Nina 
and Mary Kieger, Volunteer Coordinator, 
with staff input, were:

*Most improved on budgeting.
*Shows concern for others.
*Best artist.
*Most humorous/most outspoken.
*Most inquisitive.

After dining on hamburgers, hot dogs, 
chicken or vegetarian fare, the awards 
were handed out. Following the awards, 
dessert was served. And judging by the 
smiling faces and embraced plaques, gift 
cards, and t-shirts, a good time was had 
by all of our children.

And the staff looked pretty happy, too.

Children from our different residential programs receiving 
awards from Sister Cathy (center) and Evelyn Smith.



Dear Friends,

What makes a positive difference in a child’s life?

Rick Gomez knows. Rick grew up at Maryville 
from 1968-1977. Please read how Rick’s 
daughter, Julia, shared her father’s values of 
love and service by planting a healing garden 
for our children at the Maryville Children’s 
Healthcare Center.

Sharmaine knows. Please read how Sharmaine 
(not her real name) graduated from Hubbard 
High School this year while she was managing 
studies and a four-hour daily commute to 

school as well as giving loving care to her 
toddler.

The children of Maryville today also know.  
Please read about Maryville’s celebration of 
their progress at our Awards night as they 
grow, learn, and share at Maryville.

Thank you for helping make a positive 
difference in the lives of our children.

Peace and all good,
Sister Catherine M. Ryan, O.S.F.
Executive Director

2

Sr. Catherine M. Ryan, O.S.F.
Executive Director

ryanc@maryvilleacademy.org

A Message from Maryville’s 
Executive Director

Executive Director
Sr. Catherine M. Ryan, O.S.F.

Associate Executive Director 
Cheryl M. Heyden

Board of Directors
Richard A. Devine, Chair
Diane C. Geraghty, Vice-Chair
Andrew R. Lotts, Treasurer
Rick Velasquez, Secretary
Aurora Abella-Austriaco, Director
Rev. Msgr. Michael M. Boland, Director
David A. Bonoma, Director
Louis J. Glunz, III, Ph.D., Director
Michael P. Golden, Director 
Brian T. McCormack, Director
Michael J. Munro, Director
Melanie M. Pettway, Director
Agnes Piszczek, Director
Most Rev. George J. Rassas, Director
George W. Rourke, Director
Patrick G. Shea, Director

In the news....
 Maryville Boat Cruise Fundraiser
We were blessed with beautiful weather and a calm lake 
for our 3rd Annual Boat Cruise fundraiser. Former Bear 
great James “Big Cat” Williams signed footballs and posed 
for photos as he again lent his fame and large frame to our 
event that benefits the Crisis Nursery. A contingent of alums 
from St. Ignatius parish on the North Side, led by John and 
Dianne Guest, graced the boat trip for the second straight 
year. The night was capped by a dazzling fireworks display. 
Thanks to all who attended.

           Jen School Farmstand
                                                 Gardening is often considered a stress reliever, a valued     
                                                              hobby and a skill that even brown-thumbed amateurs 
            covet. That’s no different for the children at the Jen School.  
                                                              The garden just west of the school provides our St. George   
                                                              and St. Martin boys with a fun activity while learning how  
            to be responsible and eat healthy.

                                                              Our Jen School children (12-22) learn reading and writing,  
                                                              but the garden adds a little spice to the late spring and summer. 

When asked why the garden was started, Alexis Boylan, the life skills teacher at Jen School, replied: 
“The garden originally started as a biology project that somehow flourished into a vocational, fun 
way for the students to learn, grow and observe.” Alexis says the students wanted to see where food 
comes from, and what better way to learn than to do?

The garden boasts beans, potatoes, tomatoes, eggplant, raspberries, pumpkins, asparagus, and 
blueberries, to name a few. The boys also raise flowers, perennials, and tend to apple, peach and 
apricot trees. Once the garden is ripe, the produce and flowers are sold at the Farmers Market most 
Fridays from 9:30–11 a.m. What’s not sold is brought to the kitchen, where the students help 
prepare their lunches, using the fresh fruits and vegetables. So along with learning where food 
comes from, students get a hands-on approach to a healthy diet.

“It is so great and rewarding to see the students feeling responsible for something they’ve created,” 
Alexis said. “By planting the seeds, caring for the sprouts, watering every day, weeding and putting 
hard work and love into the garden, they are learning skills that they can carry for the rest of their 
lives.” 

The profits from the Farmers Market helped to buy the fruit trees that are growing steadily at the 
edge of the garden. The boys make $4 an hour, gleaned in part from the profits from the farm 
stand. Once a hard day’s work is done, the students can sit back, relax and enjoy the fruits—and 
vegetables-- of their labor.
         -- Alyssa Norgaard



Sharmaine has faced more obstacles in her 
17 years than the rest of us may face in a 
lifetime.  Her mom is schizophrenic and she 
never saw her father at the dysfunctional 
home on the South Side. She became a 
ward of the state, bouncing in and out of 
foster homes and relatives’ homes for most 
of her teen years. Pregnant at 12 and again 
at 14. Sharmaine’s first child – a boy –
was adopted by an aunt, but she kept her 
younger child, and is raising her in a foster 
home in Dolton. 

But Sharmaine (not her real name) is 
different than many teens. She is focused 
and determined. That tenacity paid off 
June 11 when she graduated from Hubbard 
High School on Chicago’s South Side. It 
wasn’t easy.

Every day for her last semester at school, 
she got up at 4 a.m., dressed and fed her 
toddler, then dropped her at day care. Her 
foster mother dropped Sharmaine off at 
the CTA 95th Street terminus, where she 
caught a train to 63rd street, then a bus,  
before sliding into her seat at Hubbard at 

62nd and Hamlin for her first class at 7 
a.m.

At day’s end, she reversed her route, for a 
4-hour daily commute. Then, she did her 
homework, helped with dinner, and played 
with her little girl before getting her ready 
for bed.  The next day, she did it all over 
again. This fall, she will begin classes at 
Northeastern Illinois University, where she 
plans to take pre-law classes to prep for law 
school. She wants to be a judge.

Sharmaine was with us at Maryville 
Madden Shelter for her first semester of 
school last year before transferring to the 
foster home in Dolton. To honor Sharmaine, 
we held a graduation party on June 14. 
Sun-Times columnist Mary Mitchell 
presented Sharmaine with a sketch of 
Harriet Tubman, by Margaret Burroughs. 
The Hon. Arthur F. Hill, a Cook County 
Circuit Court Judge, presented Sharmaine 
with a plaque as her friends at Madden 
cheered her on.

After the ceremony, as our girls ate some 

graduation cake, one of our current clients 
leaned over to Sharmaine and said softly, 
“I am so proud of you.”  Amen.

Sharmaine is our flower that sprang from 
concrete.
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Labors of Love

A Flower That Sprang From Concrete

At the age of 8, Rick Gomez had already 
been targeted as a “future” by the gang-
bangers in his Wicker Park neighborhood.  
His future was bleak.

But then he arrived at Maryville, along with 
his five siblings who had all just become 
wards of the state and sent to our Des 
Plaines campus.

“If not for Maryville, I don’t know where 
I’d be. I’d probably be dead,” said Rick, 
pausing from his volunteer work at the 
Children’s Healthcare Center on a hot June 
morning. Toiling nearby was his 10-year-
old daughter, Julia, and his wife, Carolyn, 
and three other girls and their parents from 
Tinley Park Junior Girl Scout Troop 60555.
Now 52, Rick spent his formative years at 
Maryville from 1968-1977.  He went to 

Maine North High School for most of his 
high school years but graduated from 
Harrison High School in Chicago. After 
that, he joined the Navy and spent two 
years learning the trade he has carried 
through his adult career - Information 
Technology.

For years, he has come back to Maryville to 
volunteer for various events. On this 
Saturday, he wore a Maryville t-shirt 
bearing proof of the day he volunteered for 
Chuckwagon Days years ago.

So when the girls were looking for a project 
to earn their Bronze Award, said Carolyn, 
“Maryville was a natural choice since it 
holds a special place in our family’s heart.”
To earn the Bronze Award, Julia—and her 
fellow scouts Robin, Leah and Sophia, all 
11—had to put in a minimum of 20 hours 
on the project. It began last winter when 
Carolyn reached out to Carrie Alani, 
director of the CHC.

“She suggested that the Center could use a 
healing garden outside as a respite for the 
families,” Carolyn said. “The girls were 
immediately inspired with ideas.”

In May, the girls collected donations from 
families and friends and held a garage sale 
that raised more than $500. They used 
that money to purchase supplies for their 
project. “We reached out to a local teacher 
and landscape architect, Kari Smith, who 

mentored the girls on the design,” Carolyn 
continued.

On this bright June morning, Kari was 
there in her sweats digging and planting 
and guiding the girls as they dug old sod 
and planted fresh plants and flowers. 
Nearby, Rick used a wire brush to scrape 
the rust off a manhole cover before they 
painted over it to commemorate their 
efforts. 

And those labors earned them the Bronze 
Award from the Girls Scouts and a Gold 
Star from the Maryville family.

Mary Mitchell (top right), Hon. Arthur F. Hill and 
Sharmaine and her daughter.

Rick Gomez scraping the rust off a manhole cover before 
they paint over it to commemorate their efforts.

A Passing of a Loving and Loved One

In late June, Sister Theresa Plourde, 
also known as Sister Mary of Charity for 
Maryville, passed away at the age of 95 
after 75 years in religious life.

Her funeral was June 22 at the Mother 
House in Montreal. Sister Mary was the 
hall mother of many of our young boys 
in Mundelein Hall. Many of the high 
school girls went to work with her in 
Mundelein Hall.
 
Sister was at the infirmary at the Mother 
House for about a year and with Sr. 
Rose Plourde, from Quigley Hall, Sr. 
Rollande Desrochers (Magdalene of 
Calvary) and Sr. Aline Mercier (Sr. 
Raoul Albert) from Cooke Hall, reported 
Sister Helene Dubeau ( Sr. Germaine 
Marie).     



What does a child need to be successful as an 
adult?

Perseverance, hard work and commitment to 
doing your best are certainly at the top of the 
list. The Maryville Golf Club teaches the children 
of Maryville those things and more.
  
At the 18th Annual Maryville/IPGA Gleason 
Cup, more than 100 golfers celebrated the 
success of the children in the golf program 
and raised the funds necessary to continue this 
important work.

 

Played on the beautiful grounds of the Evanston 
Golf Club, the golfers enjoyed a relaxing game 
of golf and camaraderie. The highlight of the 
day was a moving talk by PGA golf pro and 
Maryville Golf Club leader, Juan Espejo, about 
the skills and determination the boys and girls 
of Maryville learn through the golf club.

Congratulations to the team of William 
Gleason, Dan Gleason, Brian Rourke and Bill 
Rourke who took home the prestigious first 
place trophy. Thank you to everyone who 
played or sponsored this event. Special thanks 
to the organizing committee of Mike Rourke, 
George Rourke, Jack Flynn and Juan Espejo.

If you would like 
to receive periodic 
e-mail notices from 
Maryville with 
updates on our 
programs and events, 
please send your 
e-mail address to 
development@
maryvilleacademy.org.
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Calendar of Events for 2012

•   Jen School Miniature Golf      
    Outing
     Harry Semrow Forest Preserve    
     Golf, Des Plaines 
     September 20, 2012

•   Maryville Garage Sale     
      Des Plaines Campus
      September 22, 2012

•   Marrero Memorial Golf 
    Tournament       
      Oak Meadows Golf Club, Addison
      October 2, 2012

For more information on upcoming 
events, please call the Maryville 
Development Office at 847-294-1982 
or visit: www.maryvilleacademy.org

1150 N. River Rd. 
Des Plaines, IL 60016-1290
www.maryvilleacademy.org
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*Maryville does not share any donor 
information, email addresses or mailing 
lists with third party organizations, 
institutions or vendors.
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S I N C E

Did You Know? Gift of Stock Can 
Magnify Your Generosity

Tax-savvy donors can magnify their 
support of the children and families of 
Maryville by contributing securities (i.e., 
stocks) that have gone up in value, thanks 
to a double tax benefit: donors avoid all 
capital gains tax on the “paper profits” 
on their investments and they can deduct 
the current value, not just what they paid 
originally.  Donors must have owned the 
stocks for a minimum of one year.

For more information or to make a 
contribution contact Daniel Summins, 
Director of Development, at 
(847) 294-1950 or 
summinsd@maryvilleacademy.org

Rebuilding lives...

Rekindling spirits...

Renewing hope... 

Maryville/IPGA Golf Invitational

Maryville Announces Recent Grant Awards
Maryville is deeply grateful for the generous support of organizations that share our mission. Maryville is 
pleased to announce the receipt of grant awards from the following organizations:

A. Montgomery Ward Foundation, John A. Hutchings, Richard W. Oloffson and Bank of America, N.A., 
Trustee - $10,000 for support of the Maryville Jen School, our special education school for boys. The funds will 
be used to purchase web-based educational and vocational software programs and tools and equipment for the 
job skills training program. 

Hanover Township Mental Health Board - $1,800 for support of the Casa Imani program, our residential care 
program for pregnant and parenting teens. The funds will be used to furnish sensory integration therapy rooms.

Illinois Club for Catholic Women - $1,000 for support of the Maryville Crisis Nursery, our safe and secure 
short-term shelter for children of families experiencing crises that can lead to child abuse and neglect.  

Whole Kids Foundation - $2,000 for support of the Maryville Jen School Organic Garden. The funds will be 
directed towards the purchase of seeds and plants, fertilizer, tools and other garden equipment. 

On behalf of the entire Maryville community, thank you for your support. 

One of the golfers at the Maryville/IPGA Golf 
Invitational takes advantage of the free clinics
that were provided before actually teeing off.


