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Singing the Praises of Unsung Heroes
As a charitable institution, Maryville depends 
on the goodwill of others. We depend on 
hard-working staff that could be making 
more money in the private sector. We 
depend on the charitable donations of our 
generous supporters. But we also depend 
on our volunteers, our unsung heroes, who 
give generously of their time, intellect, 
expertise and compassion. 

One such outstanding volunteer is Anne 
Linnen, a Chicago mother of two who 
volunteers a considerable amount of her 
time as the chairwoman of the advisory 
board of the Crisis Nursery.  As a pediatric 
occupational therapist working with children 
in Chicago, Anne visited the Nursery several 
years ago and walked away impressed that 
there was a haven in the city for stressed-
out families that lacked a support network. 

“In working with hospitals and schools, I 
had never come across an agency whose 
model simultaneously reduced risks and 
increased the safety of a child while 
strengthening their family function,” Anne 
said at the Crisis Nursery Tea and Fashion 
Show held in May.

Later, she reflected on her first visit to 
the Nursery.  “I was struck by how it was 
incredibly developmentally appropriate. 
It screamed that everything is there that a 
child needs at their developmental level. I 
told my husband that the place is amaz-
ing and would be a place that, if we didn’t 
have support, we would put the boys there. 
It has a warm and nurturing feeling,” said 
Anne, the mother of eight-year-old twins
Liam and Colin. Once a month, Anne and
seven other board members gather to 
discuss Nursery business and how to 
advance its service and image.
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Maryville Academy is a child care organization 

rooted in Catholic social teaching and dedicated 

to the preservation of the dignity of children at 

every age.

Mission

Maryville Academy’s mission is to empower  

at-risk children and their families to reach their 

fullest potential by rebuilding lives, rekindling 

spirits, and renewing hope.

Vision

That Maryville Academy’s children will achieve 

personal and spiritual fulfillment, become  

contributors to their communities, and  

develop an awareness of their roles as  

citizens of the world.

Also in attendance at the Tea and Fashion Show 
were, (l to r) Patty Mosele, Jennifer Zaban and 
Buggie O’Grady.

“Anne has been a whirlwind of energy and 
expertise since she arrived,” said Amy 
Kendal-Lynch, the Maryville Crisis Nursery 
program director. “Anne’s leadership has 
been extraordinary. She has been willing to 
take on all tasks, both present and future, 
and has been a key in developing our 
advisory board. We are truly fortunate to 
have her as part of our team.”

Maryville embraces and appreciates the 
support of Anne Linnen and the hundreds 
of others who donate their time and energy 
in countless ways.  They toil in anonymity, 
but our children are blessed by their pres-
ence and generosity of spirit.

To learn more about the Crisis Nursery, 
call 773-205-3600 or go to 
www.maryvilleacademy.org.

Friends of the Crisis Nursery, (l to r) Eileen Berner, 
Donna Bodkin, Janet Ryan and Stephanie Odle at 
the Crisis Nursery Tea and Fashion Show.

Crisis Nursery Advisory 
Board Chairwoman, 
Anne Linnen, at the 
Crisis Nursery Tea 
and Fashion Show.
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A Message from Maryville’s 
Executive Director
In this edition of the Maryville Voice, we 
highlight the commitment of time and 
talent that Anne Linnen has given the 
Crisis Nursery over the past several years. 
Anne is just one of the scores of volunteers 
who support the staff in helping to care 
for the children in our care. Nationally, 
volunteering was up last year, with about 
63.4 million people, or 26.8 percent of 
the population, volunteering through or 
for an organization at least once between 
September 2008 and September 2009, 
according to the U.S. Department of 
Labor Statistics. The Corporation for 
National and Community Service put a 
pricetag of $169 billion for all that good 
work. 

In grammar school, I remember hearing 
that a good deed got one “a higher place 
in heaven.”
 
At Maryville, we believe in that adage, 
and talented and dedicated volunteers 
make all of our lives better, especially 
the children who need all of our help. We 
attach no pricetag to this good work, just 
our thanks to the Anne Linnens of this 
world. Their places will undoubtedly be 
higher in the next world. 

Peace and all good.

Sister Catherine M. Ryan, O.S.F.
Executive Director

Executive Director
Sr. Catherine M. Ryan, O.S.F.

Associate Executive Director 
Cheryl M. Heyden
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The Scared Panda Shop works with local artists and designers who create images that 
depict a unique perspective on Chicago, usually something that might not ever be seen 
elsewhere.  The artist is asked to name a favorite charity and 10% of the profit on the 
tees bearing their design is donated to the named charity.  Brian Duffy is the designer 
of the Tall Bike tee; his father, Brian Duffy, Sr., grew up at Maryville Academy, thus the 
designation of Maryville as the benefactor of part of the profits.  If you’d like to order a 
shirt, contact scaredpandashop@gmail.com. (How does one get off that bike?)

Tall Bike Tees Benefit Maryville
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Ray Pritchard, 
Maryville Alum

Ray Pritchard, a frightened 13 year old, 
arrived at Maryville (then St. Mary’s 
Training School), along with his four 
younger brothers.  Ray spent four years at 
Maryville – 1941 through 1945 – as a
high school student.  Memories of that 
first day include being asked several times 
if he was “the new guy”.  When he allowed 
that he was, he was greeted with a punch!  
“I soon learned that saying “no, I’m not 
the new guy” was the best option.”  Two 
seniors took Ray under their wings and

told him about the great years they’d had 
living at St. Mary’s.

Ray can regale a person for hours about 
his life at Maryville.  He, in fact, wrote a 
book about it: An Orphanage Revisited, 
which was published in 2005.  Ray 
graduated from St. Mary’s Training School 
in 1945 and, at the age of seventeen, he 
enlisted in the Navy and was sworn in 
on the same day that the atomic bomb 
was dropped on Hiroshima. He spent his 
naval career typing in Washington, D.C. 
and sea duty amounted to spending an 
afternoon in a row boat on the Potomac 
River.  

Back in Chicago, Ray enrolled in DePaul 
University. He graduated in 1951 with a 
degree in marketing, and went to work 
for Fox Deluxe Brewery.  A year and a 
half later, Ray joined The American 
Warehousemen Association, a job that 
led him into his 40 year career working 
with trade associations. In 1953 he went 
to work for H.P. Dolan & Associates, an 
association management firm.  When 
Mr. Dolan passed away, Ray was named 
president and changed the name to R.E. 
Pritchard & Associates.

In 1957, Ray met with five manufacturers

of printed circuits and together they 
organized the Institute of Printed Circuits 
which expanded to include users, key 
suppliers, representatives of governmen-
tal agencies, and standardization agencies.  
This expansion prompted a name change 
to the Association of Connecting 
Electronics Industries (ACEI) with over 
2,000 member companies worldwide.  
Ray was elected to the Board of Directors 
of the Chicago Society of Association 
Executives and served as its president in 
1968.

Since retirement, Ray has written three 
books: People Skills – Your Key to a More 
Successful Life (2000); An Orphanage 
Revisited (2005); and Before You Say “I 
Do” – What You Need to Know (2009).  
Ray has also written a screenplay, Not 
Everything Stays in Vegas.

“It’s a long way from being the ‘new 
guy’ and those two seniors, Bill Durante 
and Joe Cuccinotto, standing up for me 
and treating me to a movie and a 
hamburger as an alternative to the 
punch in the arm.” 

Ray’s book can be found at http://www.
amazon.com/Orphanage-Revisited-His-
tory-Maryville-Illinois/dp/B000GRQ2Y0 

Maryville Academy is pleased to announce 
receipt of a $10,000 grant award from 
the Hanover Township Mental Health 
Board for support of the Casa Salama 
Program on the Eisenberg Campus.  The 
grant will be used to purchase percussion 
equipment and sensory integration 
materials - items used in activities that 
would allow the young women in the 
program to experience psycho-physiological 
soothing.

Maryville is also pleased to announce the 
receipt of six grant awards for support 
of the Crisis Nursery since March.  The 
awards represent new and continued 
support of the vital services the nursery 
provides to children and families in need. 
Grant awards were received from: 

Helen Brach Foundation – The Board 
of Directors approved a $35,000 grant for 
continued support of the Crisis Nursery. 

Sister Catherine M. Ryan, O.S.F., 
Maryville’s Executive Director, met with 
Helen Brach Foundation President R. 
Matthew Simon in April to accept the 
generous award.

C. Louis Meyer Family Foundation  
On March 22nd the Board of Directors 
approved a grant award of $5,000 for 
the nursery – a first time award from the 
Foundation.

Mazza Foundation – The Board of 
Directors awarded a first time grant of 
$5,000 on March 11th for support of 
the Crisis Nursery.  The Foundation is a 
strong supporter of education, health, 
and children’s programs.

The TJX Foundation, Inc. – For the 
third consecutive year, The TJX 
Foundation, Inc. awarded the nursery a 
$5,000 grant award.

Ray Pritchard, Maryville Alum, spent four 
years at Maryville - 1941 through 1945.

Patrick and Anna M. Cudahy Fund 
The Board of Directors awarded a 
$2,500 grant on March 19th for renewed 
support of the nursery.  The Foundation
supports social service, youth, and 
education in Wisconsin and the Chicago 
metropolitan area.

Illinois Club for Catholic Women 
The Board of Governors approved a 
$2,000 grant, a first time award for 
the nursery. Sister Catherine M. Ryan, 
O.S.F. accepted the award at the Club’s 
Philanthropic Allocations Party held in 
April at the John Reilly Photography and 
Gallery in Chicago.

Maryville is grateful to these organizations
for their generous support and kindness 
to the children in our care.  They are an 
important part of the Maryville family, 
part of the heart and soul of everything 
we strive to do for children.

Maryville Announces Recent Grant Awards
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Calendar of Events for 2010

•   IPGA Gleason Cup Invitational     
     Golf Outing
     Evanston Golf Club, Skokie
     July 19, Monday

•   “Smiles for Miles”
     Walk for the Crisis Nursery
     August, TBD

•   Greg Marrero Memorial
     Golf Outing
     Prairie Bluff Golf Club
     September, TBD

For more information on  
upcoming events, please visit:  
www.maryvilleacademy.org or call 
the Maryville Development Office  
at 847.294.1982.

1150 North River Road 
Des Plaines, IL 60016-1290
www.maryvilleacademy.org
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Rebuilding lives...
Rekindling spirits...

Renewing hope...

S I N C E

K.T. Petersen, a Maryville Jen school 
social worker, had an idea last spring – to 
run in the Boston Marathon and hopefully 
raise money for some much-needed soft-
ware for the school.  She did both.  K.T. 
completed the run and raised more than 
$6,700 for the school.  But the race isn’t 
over! 

Debbi Bottjer, a member of the Maryville 
Crisis Nursery advisory board, has decided 
to make a run, too.  She hopes to be well 
prepared and on pace to complete the 
Chicago Marathon in 4.5 hours.  Debbi 
would like to raise funds for the Maryville 
Crisis Nursery.  She plans on keeping 
everyone informed via a blog, e-mail, and 

Facebook.  Debbi is a runner, but the 
marathon is a new venue.  Maryville will 
keep those interested (and those who 
would like to help Debbi meet her $ goal) 
informed about her training via our 
website, www.maryvilleacademy.org.

Running For A Cause

Debbi Bottjer 

In the news.....

Just a quick note to recognize the 
Maryville Jen School Chess Team for their 
first place finish in the recent Chicago 
Area Alternative Education League (CAAEL) 
Playoffs!  Coach Kaleem Nazir’s charges 
certainly peaked at the right time, and 
our congratulations go out to all the team 
members.

What is of greater significance, however, is 
the Chess Team also being voted by their 
opponents for the Spirit Award, given to 
the team that displays the best Sports-
manship during all the competitions, and 
for this, the young men can really be 
proud!  In fact, the Jen School has now 
been awarded the Spirit Award for EVERY 
category in which they have competed this 
school year-Flag Football, Volleyball, Two 
Basketball Teams, and Chess!  

At the risk of a jinx, only the remainder 
of the softball season stands in the way 
of a clean sweep of Spirit Awards for Jen 
School for 2009-2010.  That is impressive, 
indeed!  

The young men are rewarded with CAAEL 
t-shirts for the Spirit Award. Our students 
proudly wear them around campus.  Again, 
congratulations go out to all CAAEL 
participants for their efforts and 
accomplishments.

If you would like to receive 
periodic e-mail notices from 
Maryville with updates on 
our programs and events, 
please send your e-mail 
address to development@
maryvilleacademy.org.

Several Maryville programs were recently the beneficiaries of 
120 books from Hay House Publishing of Carlsbad, California.  
The programs involved were the Crisis Nursery, Children’s 
Healthcare Center, Casa Imani, Casa Salama, Madden Center 
and the Scott Nolan Center.  Pictured above are a group 
of toddlers being read to at the Crisis Nursery.  Maryville is 
grateful for the donation; the toddlers, the children and young 
adults are enjoying the expanded reading materials.

Publisher Donates
Books


