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Maryville is a child care organization rooted in Catholic social teaching and dedicated to the preservation of the dignity of children at every age.

Maryville’s mission is to help children and families to reach their fullest potential by empowering intellectual, spiritual, moral and emotional growth.

David Reveles (left), scholarship recipient and Chicago 
Bear Brian Urlacher (above). Dwyane Hemphill, Children’s 
Healthcare patient (left) and former Chicago Bear James 
“Big Cat” Williams(below).

It was a record turnout for the Ed 
McCaskey Scholarship/Ed Block Courage 
Award luncheon on April 10. The autograph 
lines were triple what they were last year, 
as eager young and old Bear fans stood in 
queue to get the autograph of future Hall of 
Famer Brian Urlacher, Coach Lovie Smith, 
tight end Matt Spaeth, linebacker Nick 
Roach, punter Adam Podlesh and retired 
Bear great, and big-time Maryville 
supporter, James “Big Cat” Williams.  

Sister Catherine Ryan, Maryville Executive 
Director, thanked the Bears fans, players, 
coaches and especially the McCaskey family 
for their support of our children.

One of the recipients of that support, David 
Reveles, thanked Maryville and our 
supporters for the scholarship money he 
received to help him attend Elmhurst 
College, where the 21-year-old is a junior 
majoring in finance and minoring in 
Spanish.

“I am forever grateful for each and every 
donation that has been made. You have 
allowed me to seize the very significant 
opportunity of attending college. My only 
hope is that I can model what I have been 
taught and contribute when I am one day 
financially stable,” David said, speaking 
extemporaneously, glancing down at his 
notes. 

Asked afterwards if he was nervous talking 
to such a large crowd. Not really, he said, 
“because it was something that came from 

my heart, and that made me feel more
comfortable.” Urlacher, the recipient of the 
Ed Block award, signed autographs and 
posed for dozens of photos before and after 
he took the podium to thank his teammates 
for voting for him.

Patrick McCaskey, the son of Ed McCaskey
and the grandson of Bears owner and 
founder, George Halas, spoke of the early 
courtship of his father and mother, Virginia 
McCaskey, who also attended the luncheon. 

Bears chairman George McCaskey, Pat’s 
brother, drew the loudest cheer of the day 
when he said he hoped that the next time he 
shared the stage with Urlacher it would be 
to accept the Super Bowl trophy.

Among the other luminaries attending 
the event were former Notre Dame and 
Bears standout Bob Wetoska, a long-time 
Maryville supporter, and Marv Levy, 
another veteran Maryville supporter and 
the former coach of the Buffalo Bills.  He 
graciously stepped out of the lunch line to 
pose for a photo with Sister Cathy.

Also attending was one of our Children’s 
Healthcare patients, Dwyane Hemphill, 14, 
and his aunt and guardian, Angley 
Hemphill. Dwyane has been recovering for 
several months at the CHC from a gunshot 
wound to the head. He was seated at the 
table with one of his biggest fans, “Big Cat” 
Williams. Dwyane proudly wore a Bears 
jersey with  #71 on it, the number that Big 
Cat made famous (see page three story). Former Buffalo Bills coach Marv Levy and Maryville 

Executive Director Sister Cathy Ryan.
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Sr. Catherine M. Ryan, O.S.F.
Executive Director

ryanc@maryvilleacademy.org

A Message from Maryville’s 
Executive Director
Dear Friends,

Bette Rogers embodies the Maryville mission.  
In this issue, you will read of her experiences 
at Maryville in the 1940’s and then with her 
family.  Try to keep a dry eye as you learn how 
touched she was by the determination of a teen 
mom at Maryville.

Aurelius (not his real name) likes to tell his 
stories through poetry.  In this issue, you will 
read his poem expressing his painful journey 
and the impact Maryville has made for him.

 

“I truly thought that I would not have a real 
place to call home
‘Til this family entered my life
You see that was the day things went
From wrong to right.”

Thank you, Bette, and each of you for helping 
our children have “a real place to call home.”

Peace and all good,
Sister Catherine M. Ryan, O.S.F.
Executive Director
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In the news....
 Crisis Nursery Shower and Luncheon
Our 7th Annual Friends of the Crisis Nursery Shower and 
Luncheon at the beautiful Sunset Ridge Country Club 
on May 10 raised $20,000 in support of the children and 
families served by our Crisis Nursery. Our emcee, NBC 
Today Show Correspondent Mike Leonard, regaled the 200 
attendees with his personal reflections on the importance 
and impact of caring for the children in our communities.  
Aileen Robinson, a 13-year veteran and civilian employee of 
the Chicago Police Department Domestic Violence Unit, told 
the audience that Chicago Police each day receive an average 
of 600 domestic violence calls.  Chicago Police officers are 
trained to refer families to the Crisis Nursery in times of 
need, thanks in large part to Aileen’s efforts for the CN. 

Another highlight of the event was a fashion show featuring 
the designs of renowned fashion designer Wes Gordon 
(pictured middle right). Gordon spoke to the crowd about 
his appreciation for the goodwill and financial support that 
this event generates and the long-lasting impact that the 
Crisis Nursery has on the families it serves.

Crain’s Chicago Business magazine had an article featuring 
Gordon in which our Crisis Nursery is mentioned. In 
addition, the Pioneer Press wrote an article previewing the 
luncheon. Our long-time supporter, Kelly Golden, owner of 
the neapolitan collection in Winnetka, is quoted extensively 
in the article. 

In part, she said: “The Crisis Nursery is the first in the 
Chicagoland area…When children are exposed to abuse and 
violence, it’s hard to change the cycle. Maybe we’re able to 
help before anything happens.”

And a special thank you to hosts Nancy Ross, Lisa 
Benedetto. Terri Lorenz and Kelly Golden and all of our 
Friends of the Crisis Nursery.



For 70 years, Bette Rogers has been 
coming to Maryville. In the last decade, she 
has been bearing gifts, as “a little payback 
maybe.”

On the first of May, Bette made the trip 
from her home in Norridge to drop off a 
scarf and an afghan she had crocheted for 
JJ, a young Madden girl and mother Bette 
had read about in the April Voice. The 
story told how JJ had made the 90-minute 
one-way trip from Madden to her high 
school at 99th and Ashland, where she 
landed a job after school. A photo of the 
bus stop at Grand and Ashland ran with 
the story.

“I made the scarf so JJ wouldn’t be so cold 
waiting for the bus,” explained Bette, 74,  
a Maryville alum from the early 1940s. 
“I made the afghan for the baby. It’s got 
bright colors and it’s a little big for a baby, 
but it will be warm, too.”

The scarves take about four hours and the 
afghans take about five weeks, crocheting 
for four hours a night as she watches 
“Survivor,” and “Amazing Race,” and 
some public television shows. She has been 
crocheting for 40 years, and bringing the 
fruit of her labor to Maryville for the last 
dozen or so years. It’s familiar ground.

“My mother was working nights as a 
supervisor in a factory during World War 
II making tank treads,” Bette explained. A 
West Side parish priest told Bette’s mother, 
Liz, that Maryville was a place that would 
care for her daughter while she supported 
the war effort. Here, at the age of about 
four, she fell under the watchful and caring 
eye of Sister Marcelline at Mercy Hall.

“One night I was crying and told Sister 
Marcelline I missed my mother. She took 
me by the hand and brought me to her 
room. She handed me the phone and let me 
talk to my mother. That was very 
comforting” Bette recalled with a smile.

The little white lie stayed secret for 20 years.

“I came out here on Saturdays to play 
with the kids when I was in my late 20s. 
Sister Marcelline told me that that night 
she put me on the phone with one of the 
other sisters upstairs,” Bette recalled. Soon 
afterwards, she shared the story and a smile 
with her mother. Bette also related how 
Sister Marcelline used to guide her hand to 
write postcards to her mother. 

After leaving Maryville, Bette’s mom found 
another job and remarried, this time to 
William Wittman, whom Bette considers 
her father. Bette went to Madonna High 

School on the Northwest Side, and later in 
life, Bette worked for nearly 20 years for 
Ekco Housewares in Franklin Park as the 
secretary for the director of transportation. 
Not only does she make the trek out to 
Maryville twice a year, every other day 
before the first snow, she drives out to 
All Saints Cemetery to visit the graves 
of her parents. All these years, Bette has 
been coming back to Maryville, where she 
learned important lessons as a young girl.

“I learned how important family was,” 
Bette said. And the young family that is the 
beneficiary of Bette’s hard work—JJ and 
her toddler—are in Bette’s thoughts. 

“Taking that bus, getting a job, going to 
school—that means she wants to make a 
change,” Bette said. “I have high hopes for her.”
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Maryville’s Miracle

A Little Payback

Maryville Announces Recent Grant Awards
Maryville is pleased to announce the receipt of grant awards from the following organizations: C. Louis Meyer Family Foundation 
- $2,500 for support of the Maryville Crisis Nursery, our short-term emergency shelter for children of families dealing with crisis 
situations and urgent family matters. Chicago Board of Trade Foundation - $2,500 for support of the Maryville Crisis Nursery. 
Last year the nursery cared for 632 children from 359 families. City of Des Plaines - $700 for support of the Maryville Jen School. 
The funds will be used to purchase equipment, supplies and tools for the Jen School job-skills training program. Illinois Elks 
Children’s Care Corporation - $4,000 for the Maryville Children’s Healthcare Center, providing hospital-to-home transitional 
care and respite services for medically fragile and technology dependent children. On behalf of the entire Maryville community, 
thank you for your support of the children and families in our care.      

When Dwyane arrived at the Children’s 
Healthcare Center in November, he was 
in a wheelchair and could barely utter a 
word, suffering brain damage from a bullet 
wound. Dwyane was on his way to school 
one warm morning last July when a gunman 
ran up behind him and shot him once in 
the back of the head.

Dwyane Hemphill was rushed to Christ 

Hospital in Oak Lawn, where the doctors 
didn’t expect him to live through the day.
His aunt and legal guardian, Angley 
Hemphill, was worried that she had not 
heard from the boy she refers to as her son 
when a detective called. The detective said 
she had found Angley’s phone number in 
the pants of a gunshot victim. When she 
arrived at the hospital, the doctors told her 
Dwyane was on the brink of death, and if 
he lived, he would be a vegetable.

“I knew it wasn’t time for God to take 
Dwyane from me,” Angley said. “I held his 
hand and prayed.” Three operations later, 
Dwyane began the long road to recovery. 
Doctors had removed part of his skull to 
relieve the swelling. After several months 
in the hospital, Dwyane arrived at the CHC 
late last fall.

In March, Frank Main, the 2011 Pulitzer 
Prize-winning reporter from the Chicago 

Sun-Times, arrived at the CHC to interview 
Dwyane and Carrie Alani, the CHC Director. 

On April 2, the Sun-Times ran a front 
page story about Dwyane and the care he 
received from our nurses and staff at the 
CHC. (See inset photo and photo on Page 1).

On the day that Frank and photographer 
Rich Hein visited, Carrie was helping 
Dwyane with his vocabulary, building 
up the words he is struggling to relearn. 
“Handkerchief” spilled out with a little 
coaching from Carrie.

In April, Dwyane and Angley came to the 
Ed McCaskey Scholarship luncheon and 
met Bears linebacker Brian Urlacher. 
Dwyane sat at the same table with his 
newly found buddy, former Bears great 
James “Big Cat” Williams. 

He continues his rehabilitation.

Dwyane poses with his copy of the Chicago Sun-TImes 
along with staff from the Children’s Healthcare Center.

Bette holds an envelope and postcards she sent to
her mother Liz (Elizabeth) in 1943.



If you would like 
to receive periodic 
e-mail notices from 
Maryville with 
updates on our 
programs and events, 
please send your 
e-mail address to 
development@
maryvilleacademy.org.
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Calendar of Events for 2012

•   Maryville Gleason Cup 
    Invitational       
     Evanston Golf Club, Skokie
     July 23, 2012

•   Maryville 129th Birthday      
     Maryville Des Plaines Campus
     August 14, 2012

•   Marrero Memorial Golf 
    Tournament       
     Springbrook Golf Course, Naperville
     September 28, 2012

For more information on upcoming 
events, please call the Maryville 
Development Office at 847-294-1982 
or visit: www.maryvilleacademy.org

1150 North River Road 
Des Plaines, IL 60016-1290
www.maryvilleacademy.org
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*Maryville does not share any donor 
information, email addresses or mailing 
lists with third party organizations, 
institutions or vendors.

Rebuilding lives...
Rekindling spirits...

Renewing hope...

S I N C E

Plan to Make a Difference.
Maryville Academy has been serving 
children in need since 1883. Over the 
years planned philanthropic gifts to 
Maryville have improved the lives of more 
than 100,000 children. Children have 
been fed, clothed, educated and cared for 
thanks to generous donors who planned to 
make a difference. Your gift commitment 
of today will shape the care received 
tomorrow and impact generations to 
come. 

Planned giving is a personal statement 
about who you are and what you care 
about.

For information about planned giving, 
contact Daniel Summins, Director of 
Development, at (847) 294-1950 or
summinsd@maryvilleacademy.org. He can 
send you a copy of Family Focused Estate 
Planning booklet. This simple booklet will 
start you thinking about the goals and 
objectives of your estate plan.

Rebuilding lives...

Rekindling spirits...

Renewing hope... 

Wrong to Right
Wrong to Right
A Poem by Aurelius

I remember a time when each day 
was long,
When the world was a 
playground
And my life was a song
And I flitted through the years with 
barely a care
Ignoring the future and what 
awaited me there
School was intriguing and filled with 
delight
I played away days and dreamed 
away nights
My mom assured me I had 
nothing to fear
And no matter what happened she’d 
always be near
Little did I know that would soon 
end
That pain would fly in as swift as the 
wind
That the tears would fall slowly, 
straight down my face,
That in my poor heart I’d feel like a 
disgrace

That even when good happens, I’d 
wear a painful face
That deep down somewhere I’d 
know my life was just going to waste
That was the day the world showed 
its true colors
The day I noticed my dad was not 
there to support my mother.
So what did I do?
I made some dumb choices
Hurting all the ones around
Making them wish I was truly not 
around
I was thrown from place to place
From prisons to group homes
For three years straight
I truly thought that I would not have 
a real place to call my home
‘Til this family entered my life
You see that was the day things went 
from wrong to right

Editor’s note:  Aurelius is not the 
true name of a resident of Maryville’s 
St. Martin program and a student 
at the Maryville Jen School.  He is 
scheduled to graduate from the Jen 
School this spring.

Parent Resource Fair

On Saturday, April 21 the Maryville Crisis Nursery 
hosted its sixth Parent Resource Fair at Merrimac 
Park in Chicago. More than 20 organizations were 
on hand to provide helpful information to those in 
attendance. Ronald McDonald made a guest 
appearance. The Chicago Police Canine Unit was 
there to provide a demonstration for the children 
along with a face painter and other activities for 
the children to enjoy. The day concluded with a 
balloon release in the park in recognition of April 
as Prevent Child Abuse Month. We would like to 
thank Ald. Timothy Cullerton, Old Navy at Harlem 
and Irving, the Chicago Police Department Canine 
Unit, the Chicago Park District, our volunteer, Mr. 
Patrick McMahon and local students from area 
Chicago Public High Schools, Crisis Nursery 
Advisory Board Members, Project Y.O.U. and all 
the volunteers who helped make the day a success. 


