
“It makes me feel happy that I get to help others,” 
said Nia Robinson, a sophomore at Mother 
McAuley High School on the far South Side of 
Chicago. “When they are happy and thank me, it 
makes me feel good.”

So explained Nia, when interviewed in September 
by CYO Director Kim Williams on Maryville’s 
monthly Children First program on CAN-TV in 
Chicago. As a recipient of a Maryville scholarship 
for students attending a Catholic high school, Nia 
was explaining the service hours she has put in as 
part of her award. 

“Getting the scholarship pushes me to work 
harder. I’m aiming at a 4.0 (grade point 
average),” Nia explained to Kim. A lofty goal but 
one well within the reach of the bright and 
engaging teen with the megawatt smile. That 
smile might come in handy as she pursues a col-
lege degree in the performing arts. Right now, she 
is eyeing New York University or possibly the 
University of Illinois at Champaign-Urbana. In 
recent years, she has tutored children in elemen-
tary school and high school cheerleaders on the 
flips, dips and jumps of her trade.

Besides the tutoring and coaching, Nia is a now 
a varsity cheerleader for St. Rita High School. 
Out on the gridiron or on the court, Nia performs 
stunts that would make most folks quake.
(continued on page 3)
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Big Steps

Eugenia Cathery (second from left) and Children’s 
Healthcare Center nurses (l to r) Kelly Grillier, Elena 
Shepard and Kathy Gazer.

hospital could no longer provide, so the social 
worker there recommended the Children’s 
Healthcare Center. That’s when Conora 
swooped in for her inspection. And thank-
fully, we passed muster. 

After the surgery, Eugenia could put no 
weight on her legs for more than two months, 
but with the help of our nurses and our 
special equipment at CHC, Eugenia was able 
to keep the weight off her lower legs while 
they healed.

Nurse Kathy Gazer described the treatment 
Eugenia received to stabilize her legs while 
they healed: “External fixators, or a form of 
skeletal traction, (were attached). She had 
bars on the outside of her lower legs with 
thick pins that went into the bone to hold the 
bone in place.  She now can walk without 
difficulty and she says she can skip, too.” 

Conora singled out CHC nurse Mildred 
Rodriguez for the care she gave to Eugenia. 

“She was awesome. There was so much wrong 
with her, Mildred knew just exactly how to 
take care of Eugenia. And then they (CHC) 
provided the transportation for her to go to 
the hospital and to visit her doctor. You have 
an excellent program,” Conora said.

Now Eugenia is back in school and thriving, 
Conora said.

“Since her surgery, she has gained a lot more 
confidence, and her grades are improving,” 
Conora said. “She went in as a little girl and 
came out a young lady.”

Before her little sister ever arrived at the 
Maryville Children’s Healthcare Center (CHC), 
Conora Shaw gave the place the “white glove” 
inspection. 

And we passed with flying colors. Her glove 
was white. Spotless.

“It was very, very clean. No built-up dust in 
the corners,” said Conora, the guardian and 
older sister of Eugenia Cathery. “I watched 
the nurses, how they took care of those babies 
in the nursery. They were so attentive; they 
knew the personalities of those children and 
allowed them to be themselves.”

Now 14 and a high school freshman at 
William B. Ogden International School in the 
Gold Coast neighborhood in Chicago, Eugenia 
began to have problems as a 6th grader when 
her legs began to bow, Conora said.

“Before the surgery, the kids at school had 
made fun of her, used to tease her,” Conora 
recalled. 

So Conora took her little sister to have surgery 
at Shriners Hospital for Children, where doc-
tors operated to fix Eugenia’s legs. But after 
the surgery, Eugenia needed care that the 

Nia Robinson (right) and Kim Williams, Director of CYO, 
appear on Maryville’s television show, Children First.
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A Message from Maryville’s 
Executive Director
Dear Friends,

“It is for us to pray not for tasks equal to our 
powers, but for powers equal to our tasks, to go 
forward with a great desire forever beating at 
the door of our hearts as we travel toward our 
distant goal.” 
--Helen Keller.

In this issue, we highlight two teens who are 
part of the Maryville family in different ways 
who go forward with a great desire toward their 
goals.  Nia Robinson earned a Maryville CYO 
scholarship to Mother McAuley High School 
in Chicago.  Nia speaks of her education, her 
sports, and her service to others as she prepares 
to be a leader for tomorrow.  Katie joined the 
Maryville family when she and her toddler 
entered the Maryville Madden Shelter.  
Through her positive efforts to reach her goal, 

Katie enjoyed the generous gift of attending 
a Chicago Bears game at Soldier Field, par-
ticipating in the coin toss for the teams, and 
meeting several special members of the Chicago 
Bears family.

Although we sometimes hear dismal stories of 
youth behavior in our society, Nia and Katie 
remind us why we draw hope from most of 
our youth.  They are the future of our society.  
They deserve our guidance and support as they 
go forward with a great desire beating at the 
door of their hearts.  Thank you for being there 
for our Maryville youth.

Peace and all good,
Sister Catherine M.  Ryan, O.S.F.
Executive Director
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In the news....
         Greg Marrero Memorial Golf Outing
           The Maryville Team reclaimed the Marrero Cup at the  
           9th Annual Greg Marrero Memorial Ryder Cup Golf   
           Outing held September 30 at Springbrook Golf Course  
           in Naperville.  Winning by just one point over the 
           Naperville team event co-chairs Mike Munro and   
           Frank Pawlak accepted the cup on behalf of the 
           Maryville squad. 

Thank you to Mike Lyzun and the entire staff at Springbrook for hosting another wonderful 
event. Special thanks to our sponsors: Sysco Foods, mission Trading LLC, Martin Duggan, Mary 
Tinajero, Janie Marrero, Julio Marrero, and Randy Depue for supporting the children of Maryville’s 
Golf Academy through their generosity.

Jen School Open House
The Maryville Jen School held its annual Open House 
on Thursday, October 6. Guests were welcomed at the 
main entrance by the newly constructed koi pond, built 
by Jen School staff and volunteers. Once inside, guests 
were able to tour the school, visit with teachers, see 
the newly donated computers and even bid on chairs 
that were hand painted by the students. The chairs 
were located throughout the school, with the money 
raised going to the Jen School. Some of the students 
performed skits, sang songs and recited poetry in one 
of the classrooms deemed the “Coffee House” for the 
evening. 



It was a crisp November Veterans Day 
morning when Dr. Rocco Cimmarusti  
stepped up the microphone to explain the 
reason for the Sanctuary at the ribbon-

cutting ceremony at the Eisenberg campus.

“This is a place where children who have 
been robbed of some of their childhood, 
through no fault of their own, can be 
children,” said Rocco, who is in charge of 
both Casa Salama and Casa Imani on the 
campus.

Moments later, Board Chair Dick Devine 
cut the ribbon to officially open the 
playground/sanctuary built through the 
generous donations of an anonymous 
donor (who stood in the background) and 
the help of the Hanover Park Township 
officials. 
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The Sanctuary

One of the Crisis Nursery’s hardest 
working supporters earned $12.13 a 
minute for her favorite cause last month. 
Running her first marathon in 80-plus 
degree heat, Debbi Bottjer raised more 
than $3,700 in completing the 26.2 mile 
race in 5:05 on Oct. 9, cruising through 
the streets of Chicago with 45,000 of her 
best friends for the day. The run, she 
confessed, was “a bit brutal.”

“I knew it would be hard. I was ready 
for the pain. I even expected a few tears 
along the way. But what I hadn’t counted 
on was that there would be SO. MUCH. 
SUN. What started out as a beautiful fall 
morning with a crisp, cool breeze quickly 
turned into a blistering mess as tempera-
tures climbed into the 80s. Unfortunately 
for the runners and spectators alike, there 
wasn’t a cloud in the sky to offer any 
relief,” Debbi confided in an email.

“My time of 5:05 may not have been as 
fast as I had hoped it would be, but I feel 
like a winner in all the ways that really 
matter,” Debbi continued. 

She went on to thank all of those who 
contributed to the Crisis Nursery to sup-
port her run. Whether she does it again 
next year may be in doubt, she concluded. 

“I’ve been told that running your first 
marathon is a lot like childbirth. You 
swear ‘never again,’ until one day the pain 
recedes from your memory and you start 
chomping at the bit for another one--
Yeah. I don’t think so,” wrote Debbi, the 
mother of a 5-year-old daughter, Ryan. 

Whether she endures another 26-plus mile 
run is a decision that Debbi can make 
another day. But we know we are grateful 
for the herculean effort she put forth for 
the Crisis Nursery last month.

Debbi wasn’t the only one running for 
Maryville. Read on.

Larry Swanson has participated in five 
Chicago marathons.  He has completed 
them all and not in record time.  Notice 
we said participated – not ran.  Larry, 62, 
does this to help others, like the children of 
for Maryville.  He’s pretty sure he won’t 

win, but his participation means that 
Maryville will.

Larry’s approach to both training and the 
race is described with a smile, “I use the 
five&five approach.  I run for five minutes 
and then walk for five minutes.  It makes 
for a long day, but I already know that I’m 
not a world class runner.”  Larry dropped 
by Maryville a couple of days after this 
year’s marathon, walking gingerly.  “Even 
with my method, your feet still get sore 
and 26.2 miles is still a long way.”

He has not only been running for 
Maryville, he has been a good and loyal 
volunteer for many years assisting in the 
golf program and tutoring the boys in the 
Maryville St. George Program.  Our thanks 
to Larry, and it’s okay with us if he rests 
with his feet up for awhile.

What Makes Larry Run?

Larry receives his Maryville racing shirt from Sister 
Cathy . 

(Three Cheers for Nia, continued 
from pg. 1)

“We know you’re a daredevil at the 
top of that pyramid,” Kim said as she 
flashed a recent photo on the screen of 
Nia. In the photo, Nia is being held up 
by a cluster of girls at the base of the 
human pyramid, performing a skill she 
called a “scale.

“It sometimes is a bit scary. You have 
to check your bases to see if they are 
going to hold you up there,” Nia said, 
then flashed her signature smile. “You 
have to trust everyone underneath.” 
And we at Maryville trust that, based 
on past performance and altruism, Nia 
will make us all proud as she continues 
to mature and excel.

Running for Fun(ds)

Debbi crosses the finish line at the Chicago Marathon. 

The grand opening of “The Sanctuary” at the Maryville 
Eisenberg Campus was celebrated on November 11. 



If you would like 
to receive periodic 
e-mail notices from 
Maryville with 
updates on our 
programs and events, 
please send your 
e-mail address to 
development@
maryvilleacademy.org.
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Calendar of Events for 
2012

•   Maryville Guardian 
    Medallion Award Gala
     InterContinental Chicago
     Magnificent Mile
     March 3, 2012

For more information on  
upcoming events, please visit:  
www.maryvilleacademy.org or 
call the Maryville Development 
Office at 847-294-1982.

1150 North River Road 
Des Plaines, IL 60016-1290
www.maryvilleacademy.org

Volume 34, Issue 6

*Maryville does not share any donor 
information, email addresses or mailing 
lists with third party organizations, 
institutions or vendors.
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S I N C E

Making Donations Painless: 
Charitable Deductions from Your IRA

You can support the healing of the 
children of Maryville by making a 
donation directly from your IRA. The IRS 
allows donations to charitable 
organizations, like Maryville, up to 
$200,000 for a couple even if you file tax 
returns jointly.

A qualified charitable distribution must 
meet all of the following tax – law 
requirements:
1. It must be distributed from an IRA and 
the owner must be at least 70 ½ years of 
age
2. It must be distributed by the IRA 
trustee to an IRS approved charity (like 
Maryville)
3. It must meet normal tax law 
requirements for 100% deductibility
4. It must be a distribution that would 
otherwise be taxable

For information, please contact Daniel 
Summins, Development Director at 
summinsd@maryvilleacademy.org or
847-294-1950.

Rebuilding lives...

Rekindling spirits...

Renewing hope... 

Heads or Tails, They Won

NEW! Maryville is now a 
participant in the State 
and University Employee 
Combined Appeal, 
SECA # 911-0929.

Maryville is also a 
participant in the 
Combined Federal 
Campaign, CFC # 38204.

Katie and a fellow Madden resident enjoy the view 
of Soldier Field from the sidelines. 

“It was like a dream. It was just unbeliev-
able,” said Katie (not her real name), a 
few days after she stood at the 50-yard 
line at Soldier Field for the coin toss before 
the Bear-Packer game September 25.

The 17-year-old Madden Shelter resident 
found out just a few days before the game 
that she had been selected to go to the 
game with Youth Care Worker Portia Benson 
and a fellow resident, also 17. Both are 
mothers of toddlers and wards of the state, 
so we cannot use their names or photos.

Katie had never been to Soldier Field 
before and had a seat just behind the 
Bears bench in the first row. 

“I shook hands with the coach (Lovie 
Smith) and Brian (Urlacher),” she said, 
with a sweet smile spreading across her 
face.

Standing out on the field next to the ref, 

she looked up into the stands packed with 
80,000 fans and at the huge screen show-
ing the coin flip.

“I could see the back of my head (on the 
screen),” she said. “I couldn’t believe it.”
After leaving the field, she settled in to 
watch the game with Portia and her fellow 
resident. Both girls had been chosen to at-
tend the game for “doing everything in the 
program they should be doing,” explained 
Portia. 

Like what?

“Both girls were at “A” level – going to 
school, doing their home jobs, like clean-
ing the kitchen, sweeping the floor, taking 
the garbage out, cleaning the bathroom, 
just like they should be doing at home,” 
Portia said. “And they come home from 
school on time, and are respectful kids.”

In the end, our three fans were a bit down 

when the Bears lost. “I was kind of mad. 
We did all that rooting and they lost; it 
was a little disappointing,” Katie said.

After the game, the three stopped at 
McDonald’s for cheeseburgers, fries and 
Cokes. 

Perhaps hard work is its own reward, but 
walking the straight and narrow also has 
its reward. Ask Katie. “I am so grateful,” 
she said.


