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Maryville is a child care organization rooted in Catholic social teaching and dedicated to the preservation of the dignity of children at every age.
Maryville’s mission is to help children and families to reach their fullest potential by empowering intellectual, spiritual, moral and emotional growth.

(Above) Nancy Sullivan at the Maryville 129th 
Birthday Party. (Below) Nancy Sullivan (right) 
and her sister Maureen in 1948 at Camp St. 
George in Eagle River, Wisconsin.

Nancy Sullivan remembers her first 
night at Maryville like it was yesterday. 
Instead, it was early November, 1947. 

“It was 6 p.m., and we had just left 
Juvenile Court after the judge sent us out 
here. We cried all the way,” Nancy 
recalled as she sipped coffee in the 
Stevens Center at Maryville’s 129th 
birthday celebration.

Nancy was 13, her brother, Jack, was 7 
and their sister, Maureen, was 10. 

Arriving in the dark at the then-rural 
campus, “Nothing was more scary. The 
sister greeted us at the front door, and 
we walked up the steps to a long hall-
way stretching out in one direction to 
the boys’ side and in the other to the 
girls’. I didn’t know if I would ever see 
Jack again,” Nancy said. As the memory 
flooded back, a tear coaxed its way into 
the side of her left eye. 

Not only did she see Jack again, he was 
with her at our birthday party this past 
August 14, along with a nice turnout of 
other alums who returned to Maryville 
to reminisce and chat with old friends. 
Maryville has a special place in her heart, 
Nancy explained: “I met my husband here.”

With a twinkle in her Irish eyes (Conroy 
was her maiden name), Nancy said that 
she and her husband, John, used to 
dance at the “socials” for the maximum 
per-person quota of three times. But they 
would circumvent the rules by changing 

partners, and reuniting for three more 
dances.

They fell in love, but Nancy was 
dispatched from Maryville after two 
years for what she said the nuns and 
priests thought was “some hanky panky” 
going on between her and John Sullivan. 
She went to Chicago, and John to 
Waukegan.

In the next few years, they split up for 
awhile, but reunited and got married 
in 1953 right after John got out of the 
Marines. She related how her sister, 
Maureen, also married a Maryville alum, 
Maurice Garcelon. 

Now a resident of the Heritage, the 
senior living complex just down the way 
on River Road, Nancy had a short 
commute to attend the birthday 
celebration. She shared her thoughts 
about Maryville right after she toured the 
campus.

“I just love Maryville,” Nancy said. 

Later, Nancy composed her thoughts and 
sent us a letter. In it, she wrote:
“Grateful that we were fed, kept warm 
and protected. But here I am 65 years 
later, with this large, extended family 
with a bond that only we who attended 
Maryville understand…Those grounds 
are so blessed and so dear to me.”

We, too, are blessed by your visit and by 
your sharing your precious memories.

Thoughts? Questions? 
Comments? Stories to Share?
Email John Gorman, Editor, at 
gormanj@maryvilleacademy.org.

 Blessed Grounds and Precious Memories



Dear Friends,

Every child needs a “home.”  Not just a place 
to sleep, but an environment that is welcoming, 
nurturing, and secure with friends. For many 
children, Maryville is this home.

Nancy Sullivan told this story when she 
joined in Maryville’s 129th birthday party. 
Maryville became Nancy’s home in 1947 and 
her memories continue to this day.  Jeff’s 
grandmother (Jeff is not his real name) told 
this story at the August Family and Friends 
Day.  Maryville became Jeff’s home two years 
ago and, says grandmother, Jeff is “very 
happy here … well adjusted, very social, and 

has made a lot of friends.”  Natalia Drozdoff, 
a New Trier High School student, is helping 
to enrich this home experience through the 
mural she painted at the Center for Children 
and through the books she helped collect for 
the children.

To each of you who help give our children a 
home, I say a heartfelt “Thank You.”  You 
can see from these stories what a difference 
you make!

Peace and all good,
Sister Catherine M. Ryan, O.S.F.
Executive Director
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  A Message from Maryville’s Executive Director

 Here is a Child You Help

Within a few days of a normal birth, 
Elena began vomiting and running a 
fever. Doctors quickly discovered she 
had a twisted bowel that had turned 
gangrenous. After a complicated surgery 
that cut away 95 percent of her small 
intestine, Elena (not her real name) was 
left with a small intestine just five inches 
long.

In fragile health, she arrived last year at 
the Children’s Healthcare Center(CHC).

Under 24-hour care by a team of three 
Registered Nurses, one per shift, and a 
small army of Certified Nursing 
Assistants, Elena began to recover. She 
gained weight, started to speak and took 
her first hesitant steps at the age of two. 
We are caring for Elena as she is 
working to reach her development 

levels—in height, weight, walking and 
talking.

Each time her diapers are changed--as 
many as 20 a day—the nurses weigh 
them to make sure she is properly 
nourished and hydrated. 

Her prognosis is guarded. 

“We are hoping that the intestine will 
grow and adapt as she gets older, and 
she will be able to digest her food 
normally,” explained Carrie Alani, the 
CHC director, on a recent afternoon. If 
that development stalls or fails, a risky 
transplant operation might be her last 
option.

In the meantime, she has charmed the 
entire staff at the CHC and any visitor 
who crosses her path. Director Alani 
paused to discuss Elena in the midst 
of chasing her around the CHC in her 
walker. Elena stopped only to admire 
the aquarium at the entrance to the 
Center for Children (above photo).

One day soon, we hope she will run to 
us, to her family and to a new life free of 
feeding tubes as a healthy child.
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Family and Friends Day at Maryville 
Des Plaines this August gave our St. 
George boys a chance to show their 
family and friends what Maryville 
means to them. It’s also a chance for 
their loved ones to meet friends, teachers, 
and mentors, giving them a little peek 
into the everyday life here at Maryville. 

Jeff, a 16 year old St. George boy, was 
beaming as he chatted with his grand-
mother and older sister. Jeff (not his 
real name) came to Maryville two years 
ago after living with foster families for 
several years. His grandmother and 
sister Andrea live in nearby Northbrook 
and visit every other week. Andrea says, 
“Jack is very happy here. He is well 
adjusted, very social and has made a lot 
of friends.” 

Andrea shared a wonderful story. 

Being a big fan of the musical group 
Evanescence, she decided to email lead 
singer/pianist Amy Lee. She shared 
with Amy her family’s story and 
amazingly got a response. Andrea says, 
“Amy told me that her brother has 
epilepsy and felt like she could connect 
to me, Jeff, and our struggles.” After the 
initial conversation, Amy sent concert 
tickets to Andrea and her grandmother. 

“I’ve been to a couple concerts, and got 
to talk with her after; my grandmother 
has even been to one!” She says, “Jeff 
hasn’t met her yet, but Amy already 
loves him, and we are going to go to a 
concert together hopefully soon.”

Daily Herald reporter Eileen Daday 
wrote a great story about this special 
day at Maryville after interviewing Jeff’s 
grandma. Thanks, Eileen.

Eileen Daday from the Daily Herald interview-
ing families for a recent article in the Herald 
on families reuniting at Maryville’s Family and 
Friends Day.

Maryville Announces Recent Grant Awards
Maryville is deeply grateful for the generous support of organizations that share our mission. Maryville is 
pleased to announce the receipt of grant awards from the following organizations:

Rivers Casino Foundation awarded $25,000 and Altria Companies Employee Community Fund 
awarded $8,884 to the Maryville Jen School, our special education school for boys from Maryville’s 
residential programs and boys from the surrounding school districts. The funds will be used to purchase 
new technology and educational supplies that will enhance the educational experiences of our students. 

USG Foundation awarded $10,000 and the Patrick and Anna M. Cudahy Fund awarded $7,500 for 
support of the Maryville Crisis Nursery, our short-term shelter for children of families experiencing a 
crisis or difficult times. The Nursery’s services are available 24-hours a day, 365 days a year, free of charge.

Approximately 100 people gathered near 
the pond by the Ziggy building on our 
Des Plaines campus to pay tribute to 
those lost and loved - but never forgotten 
- during the terrorist attacks 11 years ago.
 
Rita Mullins, former mayor of Palatine, 
told the crowd that on that tragic day, 
she was on a plane to Washington with 
a group of women scheduled to meet 
with then-First Lady Laura Bush.
 
As the plane approached the Reagan 
National Airport in Washington, the 
pilot came on the intercom and made a 
terse announcement: “Two planes just 
hit the World Trade Center, and one hit 

the Pentagon.”
 
Rita’s plane was diverted to Dulles 
International Airport. As Rita and her 
stunned group waited in the terminal 
for their luggage, one word constantly 
was repeated over the intercom: “Evac-
uate!”  They returned to Chicago by bus.
 
Since that day, Rita prays regularly for 
those directly touched by the tragedy.
 
Maryville’s ceremony of remembrance 
ended with a prayer by our Executive 
Director, Sister Catherine Ryan. Sister 
then joined the crowd, hands over 
hearts, as a U.S. marine played “Taps.”

Marine Cpl. Marshal Macri of the Marine Band 
San Diego plays “Taps” as members from 
American Legion Post 36 and Veterans of 
Foreign Wars Post 2992 stand watch.

 A Day America Will Remember Forever

 A Special Day for Everyone



 If you would like to receive periodic e-mail notices from Maryville with updates on our 
 programs and events, including our monthly eNewsletter, The Maryville Connection, please send your     
 e-mail address to development@maryvilleacademy.org.
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Calendar of Events

•   Maryville Guardian 
    Medallion Award Gala
    JW Marriott Chicago
      February 23, 2013
   
For more information on 
upcoming events, please 
call the Maryville 
Development Office at 
847-294-1982 or visit 
maryvilleacademy.org.

1150 N. River Rd. 
Des Plaines, IL 60016-1290
www.maryvilleacademy.org
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*Maryville does not share any 
donor information, email 
addresses or mailing lists with 
third party organizations, 
institutions or vendors.
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S I N C E

Did You Know? Gift of Stock Can 
Magnify Your Generosity

Tax-savvy donors can magnify their 
support of the children and families 
of Maryville by contributing 
securities (i.e., stocks) that have 
gone up in value, thanks to a 
double tax benefit: donors avoid 
all capital gains tax on the “paper 
profits” on their investments and 
they can deduct the current value, 
not just what they paid originally.  
Donors must have owned the stocks 
for a minimum of one year.

For more information or to make a 
contribution contact 
Daniel Summins, Director of 
Development, at (847) 294-1950 or 
summinsd@maryvilleacademy.org

Rebuilding lives...

Rekindling spirits...

Renewing hope... 

Jen School Principal Anne Craig (second from the left) and Social Worker 
Kathleen Peterson join Des Plaines Mayor Marty Moylan (far left) and 
Rivers Casino General Manager Bill Keena at a reception held to honor 
the 2012 recipients of The Rivers Foundation Des Plaines Community 
Giving Program. Maryville is deeply grateful to The Rivers Foundation for 
its generous support of the Maryville Jen School.

 Photo Captions

Natalia Drozdoff, a New Trier High School student, poses in front of the 
mural she painted at the Center for Children as part of the work she did 

to get her Girl Scout Gold Award. Her troop also collected more than 200 
books for the children at the CFC.


