
VOICE
of

M A R Y V I L L E
Rebuilding Lives... Rekindling Spirits... Renewing Hope...

September 2010

John Gleason: the Reason for the Maryville 
Golf Program
The Maryville Golf Program didn’t just 
happen.  There was a guiding force behind 
it and that force is still present, still evident.  
Young people are still learning about cad-
dying, repairing clubs and playing golf.  
These same youth are acquiring skills and 
learning important life lessons – sports-
manship, punctuality and honesty – that 
are integral to the game of golf.  Maryville 
and the youth involved owe a lot to a 
man most of them never had the pleasure 
to meet: John Gleason.  An inductee in 
the Illinois Golf Hall of Fame in 1999, 
John Gleason is the reason that there is a 
Maryville Golf Program. It is to honor him 
that there is a Maryville/IPGA Gleason Cup 
Invitational.  This year marked the 16th 
anniversary of the event.

John loved the game of golf.  He led the 
Fenwick golf team to a Catholic League 
Championship in 1948. As a player, 
Gleason was a three-time champion at Oak 
Park Country Club as well as a club 
champion at Butler National Golf Club.  
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The 16th Annual Gleason Cup Invitational took place 
in July at Evanston Golf Club.  Participants had the 
opportunity to get tips from IPGA professionals – from 
sand shots to drives.

He won the Illinois Senior Amateur and 
qualified for three U.S. Senior Opens.  It 
would almost appear that John’s successful 
career in banking took second place to his 
love and devotion to the game of golf and 
imparting that love to children who other-
wise would never have the opportunity to 
participate.

In 1993, John Gleason had an idea on just 
how to do that.  He approached Maryville 
with the notion of establishing a golf 
program here at Maryville.  Board mem-
bers George Rourke, John Madden and 
their mutual friend, Jack Flynn, were all 
involved.  Along with John Gleason, they 
approached Mike Miller, executive direc-
tor of the Illinois PGA.  John introduced 
and recommended Juan Espejo as a likely 
candidate to teach the Maryville youth the 
essentials of the game – everything from 
club repair to caddying to the intricacies of 
the game itself. The program was initiated 
and Juan was hired with funds from the 
IPGA Foundation.

The Maryville Golf program has reached 
thousands of children over the years.  Juan 
takes the game to several Maryville sites 
and has become involved with elementary 
and high schools in Chicago.  The caddie 
program reaches out to 17 golf clubs in the 
area, and the club repair facility re-grips 
and repairs clubs.  

                                 (continued on page 3)
Pointers and tips in mind, the golfers took to the links 
in spirited competition.  Some 29 foursomes vied for 
prizes and at the same time made a significant 
contribution to the children in Maryville’s care.
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A Message from Maryville’s 
Executive Director
This month’s edition of The Voice features 
two stories on remarkable people who 
have been associated with Maryville for 
years.
 
John Gleason’s commitment to Maryville 
is long-standing and enduring. His legacy 
is carried on through the golf tournament 
named for him and held this past July, but 
also through our golf program that teaches 
young people about golf, life, decorum 
and civility—all worthwhile lessons. 

The second story highlights the experience 
Maureen Fahey had at Maryville after she 
arrived during World War II. 

Maureen stayed with us from 1943 until 
1957, when she graduated from high school.
 

Along the way she collected precious 
memories and more precious friends. One 
of them, Darlene Adam, read a recent story 
in The Voice about our KT Petersen’s 
running exploits and wrote to inform us 
that Maureen Fahey had run a marathon 
at age 50. The Voice contacted Maureen 
and she recalled her years and her friends 
from long ago. 

Our thoughts and prayers go out to 
Maureen and John as just two individuals 
who contributed to the continuing saga 
that is Maryville.

Peace and all good.
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In the news....
Maryville Boat Cruise Fundraiser
“It was a dark and stormy night . . .”, still 
almost every booked guest made it through the 
rain, wind and lightning for Maryville’s June 
“Spirit of Chicago” cruise on Lake Michigan.  
The evening was filled with good food, music 
and camaraderie. Everyone who braved the 
storm was rewarded with a spectacular view of 
Chicago’s skyline.

Jen School Farm Stand
The Maryville Jen School farm stand is back 
in business with fresh vegetables and the best 
strawberry jam this side of grandmother’s 
kitchen.  Recently featured in a Chicago Sunday 
Tribune article, the Jen School boys take great 
pride in the fruits and vegetables of their labors.  
To read the full article, go to: 
www.maryvilleacademy.org and click on “news”.

Costco Donates Backpacks
Costco of Randhurst made a timely and 
generous gift of 150 back packs to Maryville 
just in time for the coming school year.  Patti 
McDonough and Lorie Robanske (l to r) 
present the back packs of Costco to Mary 
Kieger, Maryville’s director of volunteers.  The 
back packs contained folders, scissors, ruler, 
eraser and a pencil pouch.
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At the age of three, Maureen Erickson 
arrived at Maryville. The year was 1946. 
Fourteen years later, she graduated from 
Maryville and set out on her own. Her 
first job was at Bowman Dairy on the 
North Side of Chicago. 

At 21, she married. At 50 she ran in the 
Boston Marathon. Now 66, Maureen 
is the grandmother of 16 and a recent 
widow who coaches 5th grade girls 
basketball. It was at Maryville that she 
learned the sport and made good friends, 
lasting friends. 

“I feel fortunate to have played sports 
at an early age, and now I coach girls 
basketball. There was a lot that they 
gave us and gave me,” Maureen recalled. 
“I think often that not growing up in a 
family setting with both a mother and 
father, Maryville provided me a family of 
priests, nuns, and plenty of kids.”

As a youngster growing up and going 
to school at Maryville, she used to write 
a column for The Voice called Under 
Moe’s Bonnet guided by the watchful 
eye of Msgr. George Halpin, who was 
Maryville’s superintendent in those days. 

The memories linger of idyllic summer 
days. “I still remember going to Camp 
St. George in Wisconsin. We swam, 
fished, camped, water skied,” she 
recalled. 

“It was a 7-hour trip but we sang on the 
bus. We stopped at Oshkosh for a root 
beer. It was just such a fun time.” 

Maureen still keeps up with Catherine 
Racette King and Darlene DeMay Adam, 
friends she made at Maryville. 

Darlene Adam saw an article in The 
Voice about Maryville staffer KT 
Peterson running in the Boston Marathon, 
and sent a check and a note to Maryville 
about her old friend, Maureen. At 21, 
Maureen married Mike Fahey, and they 
raised four children. These days Maureen 
stays busy coaching and keeping track of 
the birthdays of her 16 grandchildren. 
 
“There’s not a day that goes by that I 
don’t think of growing up at Maryville 
and how fortunate I was to have spent 
that time there, and the friends that I 
made there,” said Maureen, who has 
lived in the western suburbs for the last 
45 years. 

Maureen puts it as Bob Hope would sing:  
“Thanks for the Memories.”

The class of 1961 is celebrating their 
50-year reunion in Las Vegas. Anyone 
interested can contact Maureen Erickson 
Fahey at cmoerun@sbcglobal.net. 

John Gleason: the Reason for the Maryville 
Golf Program (continued)

Maureen’s Maryville Memories

The Maryville Golf program is the recipient 
of hundreds of golf clubs each year – all 
of which are put into playable shape and 
distributed to young golfers – even as far 
away as the Little Wound School Girls 
Golf Program in Kyle, South Dakota.  Juan 
estimates that he has distributed more than 
800 sets of clubs during the past year.

John Gleason once said: “I played golf with 
a bunch of kids from Maryville.  I had a 
hole-in-one.  We walked to the green and 
not a word was said.  They didn’t even 
know enough about the game to be excited 
about a hole-in-one!”  Today the boys and 
girls that have been exposed to the game by

Juan and the tremendous input from 
George Rourke, John Madden and Jack 
Flynn, know that a hole-in-one is a rare 
and exciting event.

The recent Maryville/IPGA Gleason Cup 
Invitational at Evanston Golf Club is 
named in honor of John Gleason, who now 
resides in an assisted living facility in a 
Chicago suburb.  Many Maryville friends 
and staff recall John with great fondness.  
Please remember John in your prayers. 

John Gleason had a dream.  That dream 
lives on in reality as the Maryville Golf 
Program continues to thrive.  

Maryville’s resident PGA professional, Juan Espejo, and 
Mike Rourke, president of the board of directors of the 
Maryville Golf Club, announced winners and awarded 
prizes after the dinner at the day long outing. 

“ There’s not a day that 
goes by that I don’t 
think of growing up at 
Maryville...” 
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Calendar of Events for 2010
•   Greg Marrero Memorial
     Golf Outing
     Springbrook Golf Course
     September 24, 2010

•   Center for Children Open House
     Center for Children
     October 7, 2010

•   Jen School Open House
     Jen School
     October 14, 2010

•   Maryville Evening of Holiday
     Sights and Sounds
     The Sanfilippo Estate 
     November 13, 2010

For more information on  
upcoming events, please visit:  
www.maryvilleacademy.org or call 
the Maryville Development Office  
at 847.294.1982.

1150 North River Road 
Des Plaines, IL 60016-1290
www.maryvilleacademy.org
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email addresses or mailing lists with third party 
organizations, institutions or vendors.
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Maryville Evening of
Holiday Sights & Sounds

If you would like to receive 
periodic e-mail notices from 
Maryville with updates on 
our programs and events, 
please send your e-mail 
address to development@
maryvilleacademy.org.

Share Your Blessings ... 
Our friends who remember 
Maryville Academy through a 
bequest or gift annuity become 
members of the Maryville 
Visionary Society. When you 
create a gift annuity or create 
a gift through your will or 
trust, you reaffirm your com-
mitment to care for others 
who are less fortunate. As 
a member of the Maryville 
Visionary Society, you provide 
opportunities for education 
and a healthy, happy life for 
children in need from the 
Chicago area. Please consider 
joining the Visionary Society 
through a planned gift. 

For information, please 
contact Daniel Summins, 
Development Office at 
847.294.1950 or summinsd
@maryvilleacademy.org.

                    Maryville Evening of Holiday Sights and Sounds

__ I would like to make _______ reservations at $65 each.
__ I would also like to support Maryville Academy with a gift of $_________.
__ I am unable to attend, but wish to support Maryville Academy with a gift of $_________.

Name__________________________  Address _______________________________________
City____________________________ State _____________________ Zip ________________
Telephone_______________________ Email ________________________________________

__ Check enclosed payable to Maryville Academy

Please bill my credit card:   ___Visa        ___MC      ___AmEx       ___Discover
Cardholder Name ______________________ Signature _______________________________
Card Number _____________________________  Exp. Date __________________________

Please fill out this card and return to: Development Department, Maryville Academy,
1150 N. River Road, Des Plaines, IL 60016.

The Sanfilippo ‘Victorian Palace’ (www.
placedelamusique.org) is known worldwide 
for its magnificent collections of beautifully 
restored antique music machines, phono-
graphs, arcade machines, chandeliers, art 
glass, the world’s largest restored theatre 
pipe organ, the most spectacular European 
salon carousel in existence, street and tower 
clocks, steam engines and other functional 
mechanical antiques, displayed within a 
breathtaking French Second Empire setting.

Celebrate the holiday season at the 
Maryville Evening of Holiday Sights and 
Sounds at The Sanfilippo Estate in Barrington
Hills. The evening includes a tour of estate 
collections and a Wurlitzer Organ concert. 
Limited seating is available. Proceeds 
benefit the children of Maryville Academy.

When: Saturday, November 13
Time: Doors open at 6:30 p.m. for tours, concert begins at 8:00 p.m.
Cost: $65 per person
Where: Directions will be provided upon the purchase of tickets. Please provide your email address.

For more information, please contact the Development Department at 847-294-1982 or development@maryvilleacademy.org

Dinner is not provided, suggested restraurants near the estate are: Kelsey Road House (kelseyroadhouse.com), The Onion Pub & 
Brewery (onionpub.com) and the Mill Rose Inn (millroserestaurant.com).


