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Maryville is a child care organization rooted in Catholic social teaching and dedicated to the preservation of the dignity of children at every age.

Maryville’s mission is to help children and families to reach their fullest potential by empowering intellectual, spiritual, moral and emotional growth.

 Friends and Family 

Evelyn Smith and Burt Constable.

She told a tale familiar to us at Maryville, but 
shocking to the average Herald reader. She 
was impregnated at 13 by the 30-year-old 
boyfriend of her mother. She bounced from 
that home to relatives in the city to sleeping 
on park benches on the South Side, when she 
was no longer welcome at any of these homes.  
She told Burt she feels lucky to be alive. Maria 
is going to school in Streamwood, hopes to 
graduate from high school soon, and then go 
on to college to get a degree in social work.

When Burt asked her what she wanted to 
do with her life, Maria responded, “I’d like 
to work here,” motioning around her as she 
sat on the picnic bench and answered Burt’s 
questions. 

Our thanks go out to Burt for his wonder-
ful article, to Bill Zars for taking photos of 
our children that could not be identified (to 
comply with DCFS regulations), and to the 
staff at the Eisenberg campus that have made 
Maria feel so safe and secure and welcome 
that she wants to return to us as an adult staff 
member.

Our prayers will be with Maria when she 
leaves us, and our arms wide open if she 
wants to return in the future. 

To read the entire article, go to: 
http://www.dailyherald.com/article/ 
20110814/news/708149862/

On a beautiful August day, Daily Herald 
columnist Burt Constable came out to our 
Eisenberg campus to do a story on our Family 
and Friends day.  Photographer Bill Zars took 
lots of photos, two of which appeared in the 
accompanying story in the Sunday, August 
14th edition of the Herald. Burt was given 
a tour of one of our Casa Imani homes by 
Donita Fuller, an evening supervisor at Imani.  
After the tour, he interviewed Evelyn Smith, 
Rocco Cimmarusti and Susan Miller, all of 
whom supervise the Eisenberg campus.
 
All three are quoted in the story, but it was 
one of our Imani residents, a 17-year-old 
mother of a beautiful, nearly three-year-old 
girl whom Burt focused on.  We will call the 
young mother Maria, not her real name. At 
the beginning of his questioning, Burt told 
Maria that if she objected to any of his 
questions, if they got too personal, she didn’t 
have to answer them.
 
Maria answered every question without 
blinking.

 

Children’s Healthcare Center nurse Jamie Herling holding baby 
Ahmad.

Regina Davis describes her grandson as a “miracle 
baby.”

“Right after he was born, the doctors said he 
wouldn’t make it through the day, and if he did 
live, he would be a vegetable,” Mrs. Davis said 
moments before Tribune columnist John Kass ar-
rived to interview her at the Children’s Healthcare 
Center (CHC) at the end of August. Four days later, 
Mrs. Davis was quoted extensively in Kass’ column 
that ran Sept. 4 with a photo of her and little Ahmad 
Davis by veteran photographer Chris Walker.
 
Weighing less than a pound at birth, has thrived 
during his year-long stay at the CHC and is 
reaching his maturation benchmarks as he gets 
bigger and stronger. 

Mrs. Davis and her mother, Betty Davis, have 
been daily fixtures at the CHC for the past year, 
making the daily trek from their Bellwood home 
to visit Ahmad, who now scoots around the CHC 
in a walker as he has charmed the nurses and 
visitors, including Kass and Walker. 

Though Ahmad may leave us in the next few 
months, we are comforted in the knowledge that 
he is leaving us for a loving family that will con-
tinue to support his increasingly robust health.

To read the entire article, go to: http://www.
chicagotribune.com/news/columnists/ct-met-
kass-0904-20110904,0,216071.column
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A Message from Maryville’s 
Executive Director
Bob Hope is credited with saying that “if you 
haven’t any charity in your heart, you have the 
worst kind of heart trouble.”  This issue of the 
Voice of Maryville holds up some very special 
persons with big hearts (and none of the “heart 
trouble” about which Bob Hope quipped).  
They include family and friends, staff and 
board director, business persons and golfers, 
Chicago Cubs’ wives and an eight-year-old boy 
who donated his pay from washing cars for a 
week.
 
These generous persons have all the more 
impact in these perilous financial times.  
Maryville provides care for children in shelter, 
respite, transition, outreach, residential, and

hospital programs.  Maryville funds the services
in part through fees and government contracts, 
but these are insufficient to pay all the costs.  
Maryville depends on the generosity of persons 
with charity in their hearts to continue the 
ministry. 
 
I am happy to say that the friends of Maryville’s 
children do not have Bob Hope’s description of 
heart trouble.  We are grateful to Trevor who 
gave to children “who don’t have what he has” 
and we are grateful to each of you.

Peace and all good,
Sister Catherine M.  Ryan, O.S.F.
Executive Director
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In the news....
Sorrento’s Casino Night
Maryville and Sorrento’s Italian Village hosted the 
first “Win-Win Casino Night” on July 27, where 
the players won and so did the children. This 
inaugural event included a buffet dinner, casino 
games, raffle prizes and a live broadcast from 
WJJG AM 1530. Special thanks to Frank Gazzano 
and family, the entire Sorrento’s staff, sponsors 
and donors for an evening where everyone was a 
winner.

Jen School Farmstand
The Maryville Jen School farm stand was back this 
year with fresh fruits and vegetables straight from 
the school’s garden, as well as homemade jams. The 
Jen School boys take great pride in their garden and 
its resulting products. The boys also had a new item 
for sale this year, homemade candles.

Costco Donates Backpacks
Mount Prospect Costco  has once again been 
generous in their gift of 150 backpacks to 
Maryville. The donation came just in time for the 
coming school year and were presented to the 
different programs at the annual back-to-school 
picnic on the Des Plaines campus. Patti 
McDonough (pictured on the left) presented the 
backpacks to Mary Kieger, Maryville’s Volunteer 
Coordinator.

Associate Executive Director Cheryl Heyden
Make It Better has featured our own Cheryl Heyden. 
Cheryl’s dedication is well known to us, and this article
gives a glimpse of Cheryl and her passion for the care of 
our children. To read the article, visit makeitbetter.net, 
click on the “make a difference” tab and view “local 
treasures”. Photo courtesy of Make It Better.



He was three Humvees back in the convoy 
when the roadside bomb went off in 
Baghdad, ripping through the lead vehicle.
 
Jonathan Ervin leaped from his Humvee 
and ran up to the carnage that the bomb 
wreaked when it tore through the Humvee 
carrying soldiers.

Sniper fire peppered the air as Ervin found 
a horribly injured soldier with multiple 
wounds.

“We were under fire,” recalled Ervin, now 

a psych tech at Maryville’s Scott Nolan 
Psychiatric Hospital for Children, an 
acute-care inpatient facility that treats 
children, adolescents, and young adults 
with psychiatric and behavioral disorders 
who are in crisis.

A trained medic, Ervin helped load the 
wounded soldier onto the hood of a still 
drivable Humvee, and as the driver raced 
back to camp through the streets of 
Baghdad, Ervin first inserted a tube into 
his nose to enable the wounded solder to 
breathe.

“Then I gave him mouth to mouth,” Ervin 
said, recalling the October 2007 incident.
Minutes later, they arrived back at their 
base, and the wounded soldier was 
whisked away to the base hospital. 
Tragically, all of Ervin’s efforts proved 
futile; the mortally wounded soldier did 
not make it.

For his heroic effort, Ervin was awarded a 
Bronze Star under fire.

In the recent interview with Ervin, his 
buddy from the service, Tom McClure, 
revealed that Ervin got the Bronze Star. 
Getting the facts of his heroism out of 
Ervin was not easy. He spoke in clipped 
sentences, obviously reluctant to recall 
that day and that ordeal. 

Now Ervin works the night shift at the 
Scott Nolan Hospital, along with McClure 
and another buddy they met in the service, 
Armando Flores. Flores and McClure, also 
both medics, were in the Army National 
Guard serving as medics in Kuwait, while 
Ervin was regular Army first stationed in 
Iraq, before being deployed to Kuwait.

When he returned to the U.S., Ervin, an 
Elmwood Park native, learned of an 
opening at Scott Nolan. A few months 
after he started in June 2010, he told 
McClure of another job opening and he 
got hired at Scott Nolan. Armando joined 
them in October 2010.

We are lucky to have them. 3

Maryville’s Heroes

(l to r) Jonathan Ervin, Tom McClure and Armando 
Flores.

While their husbands got ready for a 
night game at Wrigley, a contingent of 
more than a dozen wives of the Chicago 
Cubs and several of their children recently 
toured our Center for Children (CFC)
donned in Cubby home jerseys. They 
arrived with donations of gently used 
clothing and toys in hand that they had 
swept up from their own homes.

On this fine July evening, Division Director 
Nina Aliprandi and Program Director Amy 
Kendal-Lynch gave the ladies a tour of the 
Crisis Nursery first, where Sarah Wood, 
wife of Cub reliever Kerry Wood, swept up 
20-month Ayomide and read The Big Red 
Dog to him and several other little ones.

Then the ladies went to the other side of 
the CFC for an informative walk-through 
of the Children’s Healthcare facility.

The wives and children had many 
questions about our services and what 
kinds of things we could use.  As these 
wives and mothers gathered the children 
into their arms, we snapped a few photos 
of the babies and toddlers. Luzem Soto, 
wife of Cubs catcher Geovany Soto, read 
to little Ahmad.  Several of the teenage 
children were welcome visitors to a few 
of the boys in the Healthcare Center who 

were glad to have the opportunity to share 
their video gaming systems with fresh 
competition. The visit was very meaning-
ful for the ladies. This visit was especially 
important to Sarah Wood who left the 
building with little Ayomide still in her 
arms as her friends were hollering to her 
from the windows of their vehicle that it 
was time to go so they could make the 
first pitch. We thought we might have to 
summon the Jaws of Life to separate Sarah 
and Ayomide.
 
But as she said goodbye, Sarah assured 
Amy and Nina that she would be back 
soon and would like to talk to us about 
how the Cubs wives can partner with us. 

We welcome these good and caring women 
and any help they might provide.

Chicago Cubs’ Wives Pay a Special Visit

(l to r) Crisis Nursery Director Amy Kendal-Lynch, 
Ayomide and Sarah Wood, wife of Chicago Cubs
relief pitcher Kerry Wood.
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Our Little Entrepreneur 

Music to the Ears

“It is so much fun, so much fun,” Sister 
Shirley says. “We have these balls and 
the instruments and we march around the 
(Crisis Nursery) library. We use maracas, 
tambourines, drums, bells and the balls.”

Less than a year ago, Sister Shirley was 
recruited to join the Center for Children 
by Executive Director Sister Catherine 
Ryan, another Franciscan nun, whom 
Sister Shirley has known “all my religious 
life.” At the time, Sister Shirley was the 
Admissions Director at Resurrection Life 
Center. With a Master’s degree in Music 
Education, Sister Shirley plays the piano, 
the organ and the violin.

Sister Shirley has fun with the little ones 

on the Crisis Nursery side of the Center, 
but when she works over at the Children’s 
Healthcare Center, the work turns more 
therapeutic than recreational. Working 
with little Ahmad Davis, a toddler who 
was born premature but who has been 
blossoming at the Children’s Healthcare 
Center, Sister Shirley uses such children’s 
classics as “The wheels on the bus” to 
help with his development. 

With other children, Sister Shirley believes 
that music can “jog something in their 
brain” that will help their recovery.
“With each child, I ask myself, ‘Is there 
something musically I can do for them,’” 
Sister Shirley said.

The music is the fun stuff, but Sister 
Shirley also spends a great deal of time 
filling out the paperwork necessary for the 
Chicago Public Schools and the 
Department of Human Services. 

Sister Shirley is no newcomer to Maryville 
or to the building on Oak Park Avenue, 
the birthplace for Stepping Stones, 
Maryville’s program 30 years ago for 
pregnant and parenting teens, where 
Sister Shirley worked. 

In addition to her Maryville duties, Sister 
Shirley has been the organist and choir 
director for Resurrection Retirement 
Communities for the past 27 years. 

“I am positive that all the children who 
come through these doors are angels and 
saints of God,” Sister Shirley said. “I feel 
blessed every morning when I open the 
door to begin another day at Maryville.”

And her Maryville family and the little 
ones she helps and entertains at the 
Center for Children are blessed to have 
Sister Shirley.

Trevor Bell and his mother LeAnne.

The donation envelope from a North 
Suburban entrepreneur arrived with a 
brief note and stuffed with cash.  It was 
a week’s wages. At the end of the note it 
advised: “Keep up the great work.”

Over the Fourth of July weekend, Trevor 
Bell, 8, earned the money he gave to 
Maryville washing cars with a buddy. He 
cleared $10 and sent five single dollar 
bills to Maryville, his mother, LeAnne, 
explained. 

“He had seen the movie ‘Annie’ and 

wanted to give to an orphanage so his 
father, Sean, and he went online and 
found Maryville,” she explained, apologiz-
ing if the term “orphanage” was no longer 
politically correct. The Voice assured her 
no offense was taken and many still used 
the term. We also told her to tell Trevor 
that we take far better care of our 
children than Carol Burnett did in the 
movie.

A third grader at Park View School in 
Morton Grove, Trevor wanted to do 
something for children “who don’t have 
what he has,” the proud mom explained. 
Each week, when he is not washing cars, 
Trevor is given an allowance of $5, so the 
donation to Maryville constituted a week’s 
net pay.

“He’s a great kid,” a proud LeAnne said.

We couldn’t agree more.

The following poem was written for Sean 
(not his real name) by one of his buddies 
to be delivered at Sean’s going-away party. 
Sean, a young man with long blond hair 
and a shy smile, left the St. Martin de 
Porres program to rejoin his family.

Departure

You’re leaving now, 
Good luck to you, 
Happy you’re leaving
But still gonna miss you.

You’ve learned some things,
You’ve met some people 
But it’s finally time to go
Re-entering the world you last had 
known.

We became friends, 
In a short time,
But now it’s time
For our paths to divide.

Close to tears, 
Am I,
Because you are a friend
Of mine.

What can we say, 
You are Seabiscuit,
Always there,
When we are close to tears.

Now good luck to you,
My real good friend, 
Wishing you luck
Till the end.

Godspeed

Sister Shirley bringing smiles to one of the babies.
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Diane C. Geraghty
In 1969, there were few young women in 
the first-year law school class at 
Northwestern. And so it was natural that 
two students named Catherine and Diane 
would sit next to each other and strike 
up a conversation. That conversation has 
been going on between Sister Catherine 
Ryan, our Executive Director, and Diane 
Geraghty, Vice-Chair of Maryville’s 
Board of Directors, for more than four 
decades.
  
In June, Diane Geraghty, a Loyola 
University School of Law professor since 
1978, appeared as Sister Cathy’s guest 
on our cable television program, 
Children First. Professor Geraghty 
discussed her role at the Civitas Child 
Law Center at Loyola, training young law 
school students and other professionals, in 
the legal nuances of dealing with children 
who find themselves in court. Sister cited 
just one of the many awards Professor 
Geraghty has won over the years: the 
16th annual American Bar Association 
Livingston Hall Award, for her many 
contributions to the field of children’s 
law.” We do not have enough time to 
mention all the awards that Diane has 
won in her distinguished career,” Sister 
Cathy said. 

“About half as many as Sister Catherine 

has,” countered Professor Geraghty. In 
a fast-paced 25-minute interview, the 
two old friends and astute lawyers traced 
the evolution of children’s rights from 
the founding of the nation’s first Juvenile 
Court in Cook County at the turn of 
the century to an historic U.S. Supreme 
Court case in 1967. 

They then discussed the recent ruling in 
the case of a juvenile special education 
student in North Carolina. In that case, 
Professor Geraghty noted, the majority 
in the high court ruled that “Miranda 
warnings should have been taken into 
account” when the police questioned 
him at his school along with the school’s 
principal. Sister Cathy added that age 
should be considered when deciding 
whether Miranda warnings must be given 
before police question a youth in a school 
setting.

Professor Geraghty reflected that as she 
was emerging from law school, “social 
justice came of age as children’s law 
came of age.” 

And two of our leaders at Maryville 
continue to stay immersed in the struggle 
to protect some of our most vulnerable 
citizens.

Friendly Donation Brings Smiles
Anthony, a young man that the Maryville 
Children’s Healthcare Center cares 
for, pictured here, was given a reason 
to smile. He received four tickets to a 
Chicago White Sox game in August by 
Michelle Gutierrez, also pictured to the 
left, a friend of one of our staff members. 
Anthony was able to enjoy the game with 
his parents and a staff member from the 
Children’s Healthcare Center. We’re sure 
the joy on Anthony’s face was thanks 
enough for Michelle, but we still would 
like to say ‘Thank You’.

Diane C. Geraghty.

Godspeed



If you would like 
to receive periodic 
e-mail notices from 
Maryville with 
updates on our 
programs and events, 
please send your 
e-mail address to 
development@
maryvilleacademy.org.
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Calendar of Events for 
2011

•   Greg Marrero Memorial 
    Ryder Cup Golf 
     Tournament
     Springbrook Golf Course, 
     Naperville
     September 30, 2011

•   Maryville Jen School Open 
     House
     Maryville Des Plaines Campus
     October 6, 2011

•   Maryville Miniature Golf 
     Outing Benefiting the Jen
     School
     Harry Semrow Forest Preserve 
     Golf, Des Plaines
     October 13, 2011

For more information on  
upcoming events, please visit:  
www.maryvilleacademy.org or 
call the Maryville Development 
Office at 847-294-1982.

1150 North River Road 
Des Plaines, IL 60016-1290
www.maryvilleacademy.org
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*Maryville does not share any donor 
information, email addresses or mailing 
lists with third party organizations, 
institutions or vendors.

Rebuilding lives...
Rekindling spirits...

Renewing hope...

S I N C E

Making Donations Painless: 
Charitable Deductions from Your IRA

You can support the healing of the 
children of Maryville by making a 
donation directly from your IRA. The IRS 
allows donations to charitable 
organizations, like Maryville, up to 
$200,000 for a couple even if you file tax 
returns jointly.

A qualified charitable distribution must 
meet all of the following tax – law 
requirements:
1. It must be distributed from an IRA and 
the owner must be at least 70 ½ years of 
age
2. It must be distributed by the IRA 
trustee to an IRS approved charity (like 
Maryville)
3. It must meet normal tax law 
requirements for 100% deductibility
4. It must be a distribution that would 
otherwise be taxable

For information, please contact Daniel 
Summins, Development Director at 
summinsd@maryvilleacademy.org or
847-294-1950.

Rebuilding lives...

Rekindling spirits...

Renewing hope... 

The stunning Evanston Golf Club was 
host to the 17th Annual Maryville/ 
Illinois PGA Gleason Cup Invitational 
that raised more than $60,000 in support 
of the children of Maryville.

The Maryville Golf Academy teaches 
children life lessons through the game 
of golf.  Pride, perseverance, the value 
of practice and dedication to achieving 
excellence are all important lessons that 
more than 250 children learn every year 
at the Maryville Golf Academy. 

Sponsoring the event were CJBS, LLX, 
White Pines Golf Dome, Dimensional 
Fund Advisors, Ernie’s C-Store and Car 
Wash, Les Lentino and Jim Shea Jr.

The winning foursome was Mike Rourke, 
Steve Ring, George Smith, and Bert Getz.

The Golf Outing committee chaired by 
Mike Rourke, and assisted by his father, 
George Rourke, and Juan Espejo, PGA 
professional, made sure that every detail 
was perfect for the golfers.

Special thanks to Steve Kahsul of 
Comcast SportsNet for conducting our 
auction.

Thank you to all those that played in the 
event and made an important difference 
for the children of Maryville.

Golfers Tee Off to Support the Children of Maryville

NEW! Maryville is now a 
participant in the 
Combined Federal 
Campaign, CFC # 38204.


