
Children whose families seek refuge at 
the Center for Children’s Crisis Nursery, 
or who are receiving care for complex 
medical conditions at the adjacent 
Children’s Healthcare Center, can always 
count on comfort within the building’s walls.

Now, they can receive an additional type 
of treatment simply by stepping outside 
the building. A new, handicapped-
accessible playground and sensory 
garden opened on Oct. 22.

Though the CFC stands just adjacent to 
busy Irving Park Road, the few sounds 
that permeate the playground sanctuary 
are the wind, running water and rustling 
leaves. 

“It’s remarkably quiet out here for being 
in an urban area,” said Bert A. Getz Jr., 
co-chief executive officer of the Globe 
Corporation. The corporation’s 
philanthropic arm - the Globe 
Foundation – provided the money to 
build the playground and sanctuary. 
“To receive what the Lord has given us 
in terms of peace, there’s no greater gift. 
This sanctuary gives the children and 
their mothers a quiet, safe place to enjoy 
a moment in the day.”

“This space will give our children such 
an enhanced opportunity,” said Nina 
Aliprandi, Maryville’s director of program 
services. “I assure you that we will take 
very good care of it; we will love it.”

The playground includes handicapped-
accessible swings and equipment, along 
with enormous chimes, drums and other 
instruments. A sensory garden sports 
a small water feature – with the water 
dyed Maryville blue - and a contempla-
tion area where birch trees stand as silent 
sentinels. Gravel paths that link various 
sections of the garden are flanked by 
velvety lamb’s ear, fragrant catmint and 
towering Joe Pye Weed, along with other 
plants that will attract butterflies during 
the warmer months.

“A garden slows the pace down,” said 
Howard Barg, owner of the eponymous 
landscape design and contracting firm 
that built the garden. “It lets you reflect, 
and allows kids a chance to think for 
themselves without having somebody tell 
them things.” 

One plant or another will either be in 
bloom or offer color in every season of 
the year. Even winter will feature the 
muted shades of evergreens and the 
bright red of winterberries.

The landscapers who worked only on the 
early stages of design and building were 
very interested in seeing how the 
sanctuary turned out, Howard said.  
“The employees who were not here at the 
end wanted me to email pictures to them. 
It became much more than a job at some 
point.”
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 Foundation Provides Money for Playground and Sanctuary

Maryville Board Members (l to r) Michael 
Golden, Pat Shea, Dick Devine; Sister Catherine 
Ryan, Executive Director; Cheryl Heyden, 
Associate Executive Director; Nina Aliprandi, 
Family Services Division Director; Bert A. Getz 
Jr.; Sen. John Mulroe; Amy Kendal-Lynch, 
Program Director; Carrie Alani, Program Director; 
and Robert Martwick were all on-hand to 
participate in the ribbon cutting ceremony for 
the new playground/sanctuary.

Irene Lusk, an RN from the Children’s 
Healthcare Center, and a cute resident of the 
Center for Children enjoyed the swing in the new 
playground/sanctuary on a sunny October day.



Dear Friends,

Maryville is a community of friends of our 
children who work in, volunteer at, or 
donate to the care of our children and their 
families. In this issue, you will read about 
members of this community of friends: our 
volunteer, Barbara Gallagher; our donor, 
the Globe Foundation; and our legislative 
leaders, State Sen. John Mulroe and State 
Rep. Robert Martwick. Their stories witness 
to the Christmas spirit.

Another member of this community of 
friends, Loretta V. Mroz, went home to 
heaven on Nov. 14. Loretta was the longtime 
administrative assistant of Rev. John 
Smyth, the former Executive Director of 

Maryville. Those of us privileged to meet 
Loretta remember her smile, her kindness, 
and her heart for the children. Loretta had 
shared that she considered her years at 
Maryville as among the most fulfilling and 
memorable of her life. Loretta, too, was a 
witness to the spirit of Christmas.

In our Christmas celebrations, the children 
and staff of Maryville joined in prayer for 
you who also witness to the Christmas spirit. 
We prayed for each of you to have a blessed 
Christmas and enjoy a wonderful New Year.

Peace and all good,
Sister Catherine M. Ryan, O.S.F.
Executive Director
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  A Message from Maryville’s Executive Director

 Special Visitors to the Center for Children

Crisis Nursery Board Member Mary 
Kaess (far right) pauses for a photo as 
she prepares to give a tour  of the Center 

for Children to two social workers from 
Azerbaijan. The visitors are Malahat 
Hajiyeva, (next to Kaess) the head of 
the Department of Deinstitutionalization 
and Child Protection for the Ministry of 
Education in Azerbaijan, and her 
associate, Rana Mikayilova, senior 
advisor to Ms. Hajiyeva in the Ministry 
of Education. On the far left stands 
Myrna McNitt, a professor at Dominican 
University, who was showing the 
visitors around Chicago. Kaess 
represents Maryville with Dominican.

 We Are Listening

Thank you for your recent feedback 
as to what you would like to see more 
or less of in upcoming editions of The 
Voice of Maryville. Based on what you, 
the reader, said you would like to see, 
we will be including more photos, more 

stories on children, alums, programs, 
events and the history of Maryville in 
upcoming issues of The Voice. Please 
feel free to contact our editor with any 
other thoughts, questions, comments or 
stories to share.

Thoughts? Questions? Comments? Stories to Share?
Email John Gorman, Editor, at gormanj@maryvilleacademy.org.
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“There is nothing like rocking a freshly 
bathed infant and feeding them their 
bottle while they fall asleep in your 
arms,” says Barbara Gallagher, 
pictured above, who volunteers at the 
Crisis Nursery. Come January, she will 
have been a dedicated member of the 
Maryville family for four years.  

The Chicago native knows something 
about rocking babies and feeding them, 
as the mother of two children, now 
grown. 

Once a week Barbara visits the Crisis 
Nursery, just a few minutes away from 
her job working in customer service 

at the Jewel store at Narragansett and 
Irving Park. Conveniently, the store is 
also just a few blocks from her home.

 “I started (at Jewel) as a freshman 
in high school, and worked through 
college. Then, just never left,” she says 
with a chuckle. “I remember tell-
ing my mother and sister I wanted to 
buy something, and so my sister (who 
worked at Jewel at the time) came 
home from work one day and told me 
she had set up an interview for me the 
next day.” 

She has now been with the food store 
for 42 years. Several years ago, Barbara 
took notice of one woman in particular. 

“There was a woman who would come 
in once a week and place huge orders 
of food, and I thought to myself, this 
couldn’t all be for her household. So I 
asked her (about the orders), and she 
ended up being the cook for the Crisis 
Nursery.”

Her interest piqued, Barbara asked 
if the Crisis Nursery was looking for 
volunteers. After she filled out all the 

appropriate paperwork and took the 
training, she started helping out.

Every Monday night around 5:30 p.m., 
Barbara is at the Crisis Nursery, feed-
ing the children dinner, bathing them, 
getting them changed for bed, reading 
them stories and tucking them in tight. 

“This is a very warm place. Sometimes 
after working all day at Jewel, I just 
want to go home, but after getting to 
the nursery and interacting with the 
children, I am glad I went every single 
time,” she says.

This fall, Barbara presented the Crisis 
Nursery with a check for $250 after she 
successfully filed for a donation from 
Jewel for the Crisis Nursery.

“I heard that Jewel donates to good- 
cause organizations. I thought of 
Maryville immediately, so I filled out 
the required papers on their website,” 
she said. 
 
Like the children at the Crisis Nursery, 
we at Maryville are all warmed and 
comforted to have Barbara with us.

Maryville Announces Recent Awards
Maryville is deeply grateful for the generous support of organizations that share our mission of helping 
children and families to reach their fullest potential by empowering intellectual, spiritual, moral and 
emotional growth. We cannot have the impact we do on the lives of the children and families we serve 
without the support of generous partners.
Maryville is pleased to announce the receipt of awards from the following organizations:

The George M. Eisenberg Foundation for Charities awarded a $50,000 grant for support of the Casa 
Cariño, Casa Imani and Casa Salama programs on Maryville’s Eisenberg Campus. All three programs 
serve young women with mental health issues.

The Northern Trust Company Charitable Trust awarded a $7,500 grant and The TJX Foundation, 
Inc. awarded a $4,500 grant for support of the Maryville Crisis Nursery, our safe and secure short-term 
shelter for children of families experiencing crisis situations and difficult times. 

The Dr. Scholl Foundation awarded a $5,000 grant and the Donald P. and Byrd M. Kelly 
Foundation awarded a $2,500 grant to the Maryville Jen School, our special education school for boys 
from Maryville’s residential programs and boys from the surrounding school districts. 

Mead Johnson Nutrition awarded a one-year supply of infant formula to nourish the children in our 
care at the Maryville Crisis Nursery and the Maryville Children’s Healthcare Center. Both programs 
operate 24 hours a day, 365 days a year, and at no cost to the families we serve.

 Volunteer Donates Her Time and Money to the Crisis Nursery



 If you would like to receive periodic e-mail notices from Maryville with updates on our 
 programs and events, including our monthly eNewsletter, The Maryville Connection, please send your     
 e-mail address to development@maryvilleacademy.org.
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Calendar of Events

•   Maryville Guardian 
    Medallion Award Gala
    JW Marriott Chicago
      February 23, 2013

•   Ed Block Courage Award/
     Ed McCaskey Scholarship
   Luncheon
    Maryville Des Plaines
    Campus
      April 2, 2013
   
For more information on 
upcoming events, please 
call the Maryville 
Development Office at 
847-294-1982 or visit 
maryvilleacademy.org.

1150 N. River Rd. 
Des Plaines, IL 60016-1290
www.maryvilleacademy.org
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*Maryville does not share any 
donor information, email 
addresses or mailing lists with 
third party organizations, 
institutions or vendors.

Rebuilding lives...
Rekindling spirits...

Renewing hope...

S I N C E

Did You Know? Gift of Stock Can 
Magnify Your Generosity

Tax-savvy donors can magnify their 
support of the children and families 
of Maryville by contributing 
securities (i.e., stocks) that have 
gone up in value, thanks to a 
double tax benefit: donors avoid 
all capital gains tax on the “paper 
profits” on their investments, and 
they can deduct the current value, 
not just what they paid originally.  
Donors must have owned the stocks 
for a minimum of one year.

For more information or to make a 
contribution contact 
Daniel Summins, Director of 
Development, at (847) 294-1950 or 
summinsd@maryvilleacademy.org

Rebuilding lives...
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Renewing hope... 

 Crisis Nursery Christmas Party

Children and 
their families 
enjoy the 
festivities at the
Crisis Nursery 
Holiday Party at
Catholic Charities
in Chicago. 


