
When the bidding became so intense at 
the Gala, a Solomonic solution emerged. 
Two parties had offered $9,000 each for 
the Wes Gordon fashion trip, with the 
gentle yet enthusiastic encouragement 
of the golden-throated Wayne Messmer. 
So a tie was declared. Both parties were 
happy, and the Crisis Nursery got an 
$18,000 boost, thanks to Wes adding two 
more seats to the package. 

The bidding was the highlight of an 
evening that featured the music of the 
Jeff Stitely Orchestra, which played the 
Notre Dame fight song to encourage 
competitive bidding on the opportunity 
to spend a week with the 1953 
Heisman Trophy. The towering trophy 
is lent out thanks to the generosity of 
Johnny Lattner, who won it, and lets 
Maryville auction it off annually.

“... I always come away 
impressed ... with the 
kindness, dedication and extra 
effort shown by the people who 
work for Maryville.”

The evening was blessed again this year 
with the smooth and clever emceeing 
provided by Robin Robinson, the 
glamorous anchor for Fox News Chicago. 
Our longtime supporter and friend, 
Msgr. Kenneth Velo, gave the actual 
blessing of the meal.

This year’s Guardian Medallion Award 

was presented to the Friends of the Crisis 
Nursery for their many years of hands-
on support of the Nursery and continued 
fundraising through the Crisis Nursery 
Shower and Luncheon. Executive 
Director Sister Catherine M. Ryan and
Board Chairman Dick Devine presented 
the awards on a crowded stage to most of 
the winners, including: Kathy Adler, Lisa 
Benedetto, Donna Bodkin, Marie 
Concannon, Laura Dunne, Annie 
Flanagan, Kelly Golden, Kelly Lindstrom, 
Terri Lorenz, Sharon Riley, Nancy 
Ross, Barbara Rourke, and Cindy Rourke.

Also honored was Daily Herald 
columnist Burt Constable for five stories 
he has written about Maryville programs 
and our children over the past three 
years. Sister presented Burt with the 
Spirit of Maryville Award, following an 
introduction by Communications 
Director John Gorman.

In a Feb. 24 Herald story written by 
reporter Madhu Krishnamurthy, 
Constable said, “I always come away 
impressed not only with the professional 
services given to children with mental 
illnesses and special needs, but with the 
kindness, dedication and extra effort 
shown by the people who work for 
Maryville.”

Nearly 300 of our supporters turned out 
for the Gala at the lovely JW Marriott 
Hotel in downtown Chicago, the first 
time we have held the event there.
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 Maryville Supporters Make Gala a Fundraising Success

(Above) Maryville Excecutive Director Sister 
Catherine M. Ryan (left) and Fox News Chicago’s 
Robin Robinson. (Below) Friends of the Crisis 
Nursery, Maryville Board Chairman Dick Devine 
and Sister Catherine Ryan.

(l to r) Kelly Golden, Wes Gordon and Wayne 
Messmer.



Dear Friends,

Spring is here! March winds and April 
showers bring alive the freshness and colors 
of nature.

Even more exciting, your support has 
helped Elena heal, helped Sharmaine 
graduate high school and progress to 
college studies, and helped Andy graduate 
college and return to help Maryville’s 

children. Please read their stories and see 
how you have helped them grow.

These achievements show why the 
Guardian Medallion Gala is so important to 
Maryville’s children today. I am grateful to 
our many friends who made the Gala a 
success for our children. God bless you.

Peace and all good,
Sister Catherine M. Ryan, O.S.F.
Executive Director
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  A Message from Maryville’s Executive Director

 How Are the Children You Help Doing Now?

In the October Voice, we wrote about 
little Elena with a headline that read, 
“Here is a child you help.” 

We told how Elena (not her real name) 
had lost most of her small intestine after 

several surgeries that began when she 
was just a few days old. Through the 
loving, 24-hour care she received at the 
Children’s Healthcare Center, Elena 
began to gain weight and started hitting 
her development milestones. She left us 
shortly before Christmas, just as she was 
beginning to use a walker and take a 
few hesitant steps. 

Today, she is walking on her own, 
talking more, eating solid food, and 
gaining weight under the watchful eyes 
of her foster mom, a nurse, and her 
foster dad, a Chicago fireman.

In the August Voice, we wrote about 
Sharmaine (not her real name), one 
of our Madden girls who was head-
lined as “a flower who sprang from the 
concrete.” Sharmaine is in her second 
semester at Northeastern Illinois 
University, and pulling dean’s list 
grades. 

In March, Sun-Times columnist Laura 
Washington wrote about Sharmaine and 
her mentor, Madden therapist Tandelaya 
Hill. Here is a link to that great story:

http://www.suntimes.com/news/
washington/18560280-452/near-north-
west-side-therapist-is-saving-one-child-
at-a-time.html

Thoughts? Questions? Comments? Stories to Share?
Email John Gorman, Editor, at gormanj@maryvilleacademy.org.
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What goes around comes around. Andy 
Ehrich understands that adage because 
he has lived it, having resided at 
Maryville as a boy and back now -- as 
an employee.

Raised in a dysfunctional family, Andy 
was just six years old when he and his 
four siblings were removed from their 
parents’ home. 

Over the next few years, Andy was 
placed in the occasional way station, 
and in two foster homes. Sometimes, 
he was with one or two of his siblings. 
Other times he was alone. At the age of 
about 10, Andy left his second foster 
home and came to Maryville, following 
his younger brother, Joe, who already 
had been here a year. Joe, the youngest 
of the five siblings, struggled to control 
his behavior. And Andy initially shirked 
his role as older brother and mentor.

Eventually, however, he embraced the 
idea of showing Joe that they both could 
lead productive lives.

Andy lived on the Des Plaines campus 
for about two years, regularly meeting 
with therapists who helped him work 
through his difficulties. Andy recalled 
a pivotal session he attended with 
Joe, their mother and a therapist. His 
mother apologized -- for the first time 
ever-- for her behavior. Andy fled to the 
therapist’s office and slammed the door. 
He picked up a glass ornament with 
tinsel, threw it at the door and watched 
as it shattered. 

The therapist entered the room, and 
Andy apologized for breaking the 
ornament. The therapist told him not to 
worry about it.

“I had just broken something of this 
guy’s, and he’s being patient with me,” 
Andy recalled. “That was one of those 
moments where I thought, ‘I want to be 
like that.’ That started the mindset of 
looking at things a little differently.”

Some time later, Andy and Joe were 
allowed off campus to attend a 
graduation party for their older sisters. 
His uncle-- his father’s younger 
brother--and his uncle’s wife also 
attended, seeing the boys for the first 
time in quite a while. 

While the boys were goofing around 
with a ukulele, “My aunt leaned over 
to my uncle and said, ‘We have to do 
something.’ My uncle said, ‘You’re 
absolutely right.’ ”

That began a process that eventually 
led the aunt and uncle to take Andy in 
first, and then, Joe. While that 
process was underway, Andy 
periodically visited the couple and their 
son. During one visit, Andy made a 
request:

“I asked my uncle, ‘Is it okay if I call 
you dad?’ He teared up and said, ‘I’ll 
check on that.’ ”

Now, Andy refers to his uncle as “Dad” 
all of the time.

Andy graduated from Peotone High 

School in 2008, and went to Eastern 
Illinois University in Charleston. An Ed 
McCaskey Scholarship, given to 
deserving Maryville children who 
pursue a college education, smoothed 
his way. He graduated with a bachelor’s 
degree in psychology in spring 2012. 

Upon graduation he applied to 
Maryville, with Executive Director 
Sister Catherine M. Ryan serving as a 
reference. He draws on his personal 
experiences to inform his work. 
“There’s a lot that isn’t similar, and 
some that is. But I was here, and I do 
know what it’s like to be here…I got 
out, and was able to do something with 
it. I tell (the kids), ‘You have a 
support system, and the state program 
is designed to help you if you want to 
go to school.’ ”

“...I tell (the kids), ‘You have a 
support system, and the state 
program is designed to help you 
if you want to go to school.’ ”

Despite their dysfunctional start, Andy’s 
three older siblings also have graduated 
from college and are leading productive 
lives. Joe is a junior at the University of 
Illinois, majoring in animal science. The 
five siblings remain in touch. Last fall, 
Andy helped his older sister paint the 
nursery for her first child, a little girl 
born in October.

“As much as you learn what to do in a 
regular family, how to go about doing 
things in the right way…we learned 
what not to do.”

Andy plans to apply that knowledge to 
his next step in life: “I’m actually 
looking next fall to go to Roosevelt 
University and get my master’s in 
marriage and family therapy and 
counseling.”

 What Goes Around Comes Around

(Above) Former Chicago Bear Anthony 
Adams (l to r) posed with Andy Ehrich and 
his younger brother, Joseph, at the 2011 
Ed McCaskey Scholarship Luncheon. (Below) 
Andy Ehrich, now a Maryville staff memeber.



 If you would like to receive periodic e-mail notices from Maryville with updates on our 
 programs and events, including our monthly eNewsletter, The Maryville Connection, please send your     
 e-mail address to development@maryvilleacademy.org.
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Calendar of Events

•   Maryville Evening of
    Hope - Cocktails for 
    the Crisis Nursery
    Sunset Ridge CC,
    Northfield, IL
      May 17, 2013

•   19th Annual Maryville
     Gleason Cup Invitational
    Evanston Golf Club,
      Skokie, IL
      July 15, 2013
   
For more information on 
upcoming events, please 
call the Maryville 
Development Office at 
847-294-1982 or visit 
maryvilleacademy.org.

1150 N. River Rd. 
Des Plaines, IL 60016-1290
www.maryvilleacademy.org
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*Maryville does not share any 
donor information, email 
addresses or mailing lists with 
third party organizations, 
institutions or vendors.

Rebuilding lives...
Rekindling spirits...

Renewing hope...

S I N C E

Gift Annuities

Did you know that Maryville Academy 
has recently established a Charitable 
Gift Annuity program? Gift annuities 
provide our friends with a way to help 
our children while also helping 
themselves.

They are quite simple to understand: 
by making an irrevocable gift of 
$5,000 or more, you (and/or
someone you love) receive payments 
for the rest of your life (at a rate that 
is tied to your age). A portion of your 
payment is tax-free and you are even 
allowed a charitable deduction. 

To find out more, call Dan Summins, 
Director of Development, at (847) 
294-1950 or email him at
summinsd@maryvilleacademy.org to 
receive your personalized proposal or 
to learn about 2-life or deferred gift 
annuities.

Rebuilding lives...

Rekindling spirits...

Renewing hope... 

Months before Panera Bread 
started airing its ads about 
how it donated day-old goods 
to deserving institutions, 
Juli Tragasz was picking up 
buns, muffins and bagels at 
the Deer Park Panera store 
and dropping them off at our 
Des Plaines campus. Here she 
is with (l to r) her daughter 
Monica, 16; Mary Kieger, 
volunteer coordinator; and 
Sister Cathy.

A Loss in the Family
In February, Patricia Sheehan, the sister of former Maryville Executive Director, Father John Smyth, passed away. 
Condolences can be sent to Father Smyth, c/o Notre Dame High School, 7655 W. Dempster St. Niles, IL 60714.


